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Lent: A Time for Self-Sacrifice 
 
Our Gospel readings for the last Sundays of Epiphany, the beginning of Jesus’ sermon on the plain, (Luke 6:17-38) in-

clude the seemingly self-defeating blessings of poverty, hunger, and mourning.  Jesus then declares the woes of riches, satisfac-

tion, and laughing.  He then reinforces this by explaining that the benefit of giving to all who ask, or even those who steal from 

you, is becoming “sons of the Most High.”  Needless to say, Jesus’ program does not appeal to a broad audience or carry a hint of 

financial peace, much less sanity, to our worldly minds. 

 

This is because Jesus speaks for and cares for those the world despises.  As love incarnate, this seeming foolishness of 

God is wiser than our wisdom.  Jesus sees the stark difference between the faith His Father gives through His Spirit and the natu-

ral and reasonable desire to succeed at serving oneself.  This year for the Lenten tradition of Almsgiving, our Stewardship Com-

mittee encourages St. John Lutherans to sacrifice toward one of the five options explained below for the benefit of others.  May 

God bless you with faith in Jesus Christ as well as those members of His kingdom living in or near poverty and persecution.   

 Christ’s Care for the Persecuted and Displaced (CCPD) 

This effort follows last year’s “Fund to Aid Christians Under Persecution” and the lessons learned as the LCMS sought 

to work through two partner organizations for Christians who left Syria or Iraq for refugee camps in the Middle East.  

The current CCPD expanded work of mercy focuses on the following refugee crisis in Europe, which reached over one 

million asylum applicants in 2017 according to the UN.  Its purpose is to respond with aid more effectively for both 

Christian and non-Christian refugees.  https://www.lcms.org/social-issues/persecution 

 

 LCMS World Relief and Human Care (WRHC) 

This mercy work of our own Synod operates both nationally and internationally.  As a conservative, biblical, and well-

established tradition, the LCMS prioritizes its mercy work closely with Lutheran Word and Sacrament Ministry.  This 

means that Synod collaborates with local LCMS congregations to provide the opportunities for ongoing witness to 

Christ and His mercy through His members.  The type of mercy ministries may include Disaster Response, Mercy 

Medical Teams, Life Ministry, Health Ministry, institutional chaplaincy, disability ministry, older adult ministry, and 

Recognized Service Organizations.  This is not to be confused with Lutheran World Relief (LWF) which is a pan-

Lutheran organization working only internationally from their headquarters in Baltimore.  https://www.lcms.org/how-

we-serve/mercy 

 

 Missionary Pastor Duane Meissner in Belize 

Pr. Meissner visited St. John 2017 and has since been sending his newsletters to keep us updated.  This past autumn he 

shared his joy that the first church property purchase in Belmopan, Belize has been completed!  Additionally, a formal 

agreement with our LCMS Rocky Mountain District includes a promise of $150,000 over the next three years to ensure 

a church building is soon become a reality.  Pr. Meissner also looks forward to his first Spanish speaking vicar this year 

from Bolivia in central South America.  https://www.lcms.org/meissner 

 

 Missionary Erin Mackenzie in the Dominican Republic (DR) 

Missionary MAC has been getting accustomed to her new home in the 2nd city of the DR, Santiago de los Caballeros 

(“cowboys”) since she has still yet to complete her first year there.  She has been learning all the regular mission activi-

ties at the seminary, mercy house, and church plants including the newest church built in Licey on the East side of 

Santiago after my last trip there in 2017.  https://www.lcms.org/mackenzie 

 

 Sparta Pregnancy Care Center (SPCC) 

Our Randolph County Care Center provides counsel and support to those caught up in the dynamic blessings God sus-

tains in every healthy young man and woman.  Those working at the SPCC value God’s gift of life and provide com-

fort for those who have rashly ended God’s gift of life by abortion.  They also support and guide those with new chil-

dren considering adoption, budgetary constraints, and with legal or medical questions.  All services are free and confi-

dential.  spartailcpc@gmail.com 
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

The season of Epiphany focuses on how God was made manifest in the flesh of Jesus. The church spends time hearing of the miracles, the 

signs and wonders, of Jesus in the world.  

 

And this made plain to all that Jesus was who He said He was: He was the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, the only-begotten Son of the 

Father, in the flesh. For “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). 

 

It is revealed for all the world to see that Jesus is God in the flesh. It is made manifest by His words and His work, by what He said and by 

what He did. And these belong together, for “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  

 

Jesus is the Word and will of God in the flesh, that is, He is the walking, talking, enactment of God’s Word. 

It is no different for us. We are called not just to believe in God in hearts, but also to trust in God in word and deed.  

 

As James wrote: “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22), and again, “What good is it, my 

brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? … So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. … Show me 

your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. … For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith 

apart from works is dead” (James 2:14, 17–18, 26). 

 

Our faith is lived out in works for our neighbor. Our trust in the Word and will of God is lived out not in word only, but also in deed and in 

truth.  

 

In other words, the Epiphany of the Lord creates in us an epiphany of our faith in our works of obedience to God who commanded them. By 

this, our faith is made manifest to the world. It is, as Luther wrote of faith: 

 

“Faith is a divine work in us. It changes us and makes us to be born anew of God (John 1). It kills the old Adam and makes alto-

gether different people, in heart and spirit and mind and powers, and it brings with it the Holy Spirit. 

 

“Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. And so it is impossible for it not to do good works incessantly. It does not 

ask whether there are good works to do, but before the question rises, it has already done them, and is always at the doing of them. 

 

“He who does not these works is a faithless man. He gropes and looks about after faith and good works and knows neither what 

faith is nor what good works are, though he talks and talks, with many words about faith and good works. 

 

“Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that a man would stake his life on it a thousand times. This 

confidence in God’s grace and knowledge of it makes men glad and bold and happy in dealing with God and all His creatures. 

 

“And this is the work of the Holy Spirit in faith. Hence a man is ready and glad, without compulsion, to do good to everyone, to 

serve everyone, to suffer everything, in love and praise to God, who has shown him this grace. 

 

“And thus it is impossible to separate works from faith, quite as impossible as to separate burning and shining from fire. Beware, 

therefore, of your own false notions and of the idle talkers, who would be wise enough to make decisions about faith and good 

works, and yet are the greatest fools.” (Preface to the Book of Romans) 

       

So, then, let our faith be active by God’s power in the Word through the Holy Spirit. And let then our faith be made manifest to the world by 

what this faith does: serving our neighbor — in church, in the family, and society — with the works of faith in time, talents, and treasures. 

       Taken from lcms.org/stewardship  

       There will be canisters in the narthex, on the left side of the main entrance to our St. John Lutheran church building.  You may 

also indicate which one of these you would like to support in addition to your regular offerings by writing on your envelope or in 

the “notes” line of a check.   

Pastor Justin Massey 

 

TIME FOR KINDERGARTEN SCREENING 

Kindergarten screening for the children planning to attend St. John Lutheran School for the 2019-2020 school year will be held on Tuesday, 

April 9, from 3:30 – 7:30 p.m. Please call the school office at 826-4345 to make an appointment.  Children planning on attending Kindergar-

ten should reach the age of five on or before September 1, 2019. 

 

The Kindergarten program at St. John Lutheran School strives to educate the whole child.  To enhance cognitive growth, our program in-

cludes math readiness, graphing, charting, phonics, and reading readiness activities, songs, finger-plays, body movement songs, as well as 

fine motor growth which includes cutting, painting, writing, gluing, printing, and drawing.  To foster emotional growth and character devel-

opment, we teach about Jesus and the love He holds for His children.  Our curriculum and schedule is built from the foundation of Jesus’ 

love for young children. 

 

St. John admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origins and does not discriminate on the same basis. 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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O u r  2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2018 to  2/22/19  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $600,409.08        Beginning Balance 7/31/18                $104,076.27 

Year-to-date Expense                    $650,166.48      Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($336,242.47)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($49,757.40)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $338,411.22 

       LOC Renewal Fee                                      $80.00  
  

Average 2019 Attendance per Week  172              Current Balance as of   2/22/19         $106,325.02 

2 0 1 9  C o m m u n i t y  B i r t h d a y  C a l e n d a r s   
 

 The 2019 Community Birthday Calendar project is complete. The new Gerecke Memorial in St. John Lutheran 

Cemetery is featured on this edition. This was the 70th year for the project and over $800.00 profit has been donated to 

St. John LWML.  A few Birthday Calendars are still available from Kelly in the Church office. 
 

 The volunteers for this year’s project were:  Norma Baughman, Debi Caraway, Carolyn Colvis, Tammy Craw-

ford, Amber Cushman, Wanda Dethrow, Marilyn Duensing, Tammy Grah, Louise Liefer, Rosemary Oetting, Brenda 

Pautler, Lynn Powley, Linda Rowold, Joni Searles, Jane Stallman, Barb Welge, Sandy Colvis, Carolyn Schwent.  

Many thanks to these volunteers for another successful project! 
 

 Ads from these local businesses made the Birthday Calendar possible:  Barb’s Bounty, Buena Vista National 

Bank, Charlotte’s Beauty Shop, Chester Chrysler Center, Chester Dairy, Chester Electric, Chester National Bank, 

Country Financial, Forget-Me-Not Florist, Gilster Mary Lee Corporation, Golden Key Realty, Lochhead’s Service Sta-

tion, Randolph County Housing Authority, Rozier’s Country Market, Southern Illinois Chiropractic, Rowold Hard-

ware, Treasured Memories, Three Springs Lodge, Thrivent Financial, Victors Medicenter Pharmacy, Pechacek Funeral 

Homes.  Please consider patronizing and expressing thanks to these generous sponsors. 
 

 Enjoy the Birthday Calendars and 2019! – Sandy Colvis and Carolyn Schwent 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

St. John Chester Annual 

PTL Spaghetti Dinner 

 

 
 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

 

4:00 – 6:30 pm 

 

St. John Parish Hall, Chester, IL 

 

Call ahead for carry-outs 618-826-4769 

 

Meal includes: All you can eat spaghetti with meat sauce, salad, garlic bread, dessert and a drink. 

 

Adults:    $8.00  

Children (ages 5-12)   $5.00  

 

   Children under age 4 are free for dine in only. 
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat  Mar 2    5:00 p.m. Alex Maes 

Sun Mar 3    7:45 a.m. Cole Johnson 

       10:00 a.m.  Trentin Eggemeyer 

Wed Mar 6 Ash Wednesday 7:00 p.m.  Zoey Frazer 

Sat  Mar 9    5:00 p.m. Jasmine Merideth 

Sun Mar 10  7:45 a.m. Max Blechle 

       10:00 a.m. Caleb Coffey 

Wed Mar 13 7:00 p.m.  Gage Hasemeyer 

Sat  Mar 16   5:00 p.m. Gavin Schroeder 

Sun Mar 17   7:45 a.m. Aden Runge 

        10:00 a.m.  Connor Mott 

Wed Mar 20  7:00 p.m.  Isac Smith 

Sat  Mar 23   5:00 p.m. Konner Schroeder 

Sun Mar 24   7:45 a.m. Max Blechle 

        10:00 a.m.  Kinsli McCartney 

Wed Mar 27 7:00 p.m.  Landon Welge 

Sat Mar 30    5:00 p.m. Jordan Buskohl 

Sun Mar 31   7:45 a.m. Noah Homan 

        10:00 a.m.  Evan Dunning 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat Mar 2   5:00 p.m.    Marian Knop 

Sun Mar 3   7:45 a.m.   Marilyn Duensing 

     10:00 a.m.   Carla Welge 

Sat Mar 9   5:00 p.m.    Ruby Schirmer 

Sun Mar 10 7:45 a.m.   Tammy Grah 

     10:00 a.m.    Mary Stallman 

Sat Mar 16 5:00 p.m.    Amber Cushman 

Sun Mar 17 7:45 a.m.   Barb Fricke 

     10:00 a.m.    Dolores Hillerman 

Sat  Mar 23 5:00 p.m.   Virginia Rowold 

Sun Mar 24 7:45 a.m.   Sarah Schenk 

     10:00 a.m.    Barb Welge 

Sat Mar 30 5:00 p.m.    Janice Dettmer 

Sun Mar 31 7:45 a.m.   Brenda Pautler 

                 10:00 a.m.    Myrna Campbell 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

Mar 2/3  Larry McDonough 

Ash Wednesday  Mar 6 Larry McDonough 

Mar 9/10  Dennis Mott 

Mar 13Dennis Mott  

Mar 16/17 Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

Mar 20 Lisa Meade 

Mar 23/24 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

Mar 27 Chris Uruqhart 

Mar 30/31 Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat Mar 2    5:00 p.m. Volunteer 

Sun Mar 3   7:45 a.m. Gary Duensing 

      10:00 a.m.  Don Satllman 

Wed Mar 6 Ash Wednesday 7:00 p.m.  Rick Casten 

Sat Mar 9     5:00 p.m. Volunteer 

Sun Mar 10  7:45 a.m. Dennis Kontz 

       10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

Wed Mar 13 7:00 p.m.  Don Stallman 

Sat Mar 16   5:00 p.m. Volunteer 

Sun Mar 17 7:45 a.m. Ron Rathert 

       10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

Wed Mar 20 7:00 p.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat  Mar 23 5:00 p.m. Volunteer 

Sun Mar 24 7:45 a.m. Gary Duensing 

      10:00 a.m.  Don Satllman 

Wed Mar 27 7:00 p.m.  Ron Rathert 

Sat Mar 30  5:00 p.m. Volunteer 

Sun Mar 31 7:45 a.m. Dennis Kontz 

      10:00 a.m. Gary Eggemeyer 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at ksgm980.com  

A l t a r  G u i l d  

Mar 2 & 16 & 30  Dr. Allan & Louise Liefer, Ken & 

Virginia Rowold 

Mar 6 Ash Wednesday Wanda Dethrow 

Mar 3 & 17 Janet Bargman, Karen Hecht 

Mar 10 & 24  Richard & Brenda Pautler 

Mar 31 Richard & Brenda Pautler 

R a d i o  A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

Mar 3 & 6 Dallas Redeker / Bob Platt 

Mar 10 &13Amanda Middendorf / Tony Young 

Mar 17 & 20 Mardell Granger / Charlie Bargman 

Mar 24 & 27 Chris Urquhart / Lynn Rickenberg 

Mar 31 April 3 Tim Lochhead / Bob Platt 

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

Feb 25-March 2 Brett Klindworth 

Mar 4-9 Mike Welge 

Mar 11-16 Steve Stallman 

Mar 18-23 Larry McDonough 

Mar 25-30 Fred Fricke 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

The new total for the New Facility Fund is $561,807.00 If you have a child or grandchild in our school, a fam-

ily member or neighbor who is thinking about sending children to St. John, or just committed to this project, help keep this fund 

growing.  You can contribute your extra change, money you saved using coupons, tax refunds, or a percentage of your earnings. 

 CAPPERS will meet on Sunday, March 10  at 1:00 p.m. to play cards and have a light meal in the Parish Hall.  

C a p p e r s  
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Return Service Requested 

                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

The d_sire _f the _loth_ul ki_leth _im; fo_ his h_nds r_fuse _o lab_r. He c_vete_h gre_dily _ll 

th_ day l_ng: bu_ the r_ghte_us gi_eth a_d spa_eth n_t.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth 

be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; Psalm 46:1-2 

L e n t e n  S c h e d u l e  

Mediations on the Lord’s Prayer 

Ash Wednesday March 6 at 7:00 p.m. 1st petition  Holy Week Daily Mid-day services— April 15-19 
March 13 at 7:00 p.m. 2nd petition     Monday – Friday 12:20-12:40 p.m. 

March 20 at 7:00 p.m. 3rd petition      Maundy Thursday— April 18 
March 27 at 7:00 p.m. 4th petition    7:00 p.m. Communion Service with symbolic     

April 3     at 7:00 p.m. 5th petition    Stripping of the Altar 

April 10   at 7:00 p.m. 6th petition     Good Friday— April 19 
Supper will be served in the Parish Hall starting at 5:00 p.m.  Tenebrae Service with Passion Reading 

 You are invited to stay after church for a short   Saturday No Service—April 20 
discussion on each Lord’s Prayer petition. 
 

Palm Sunday Weekend—April 13 & 14   Easter Sunday resurrection Services*—April 21 
Saturday 5:00 p.m.      6:00 a.m. Sunrise Celebration Service 

Sunday 7:45 a.m.      7:45 a.m.  Resurrection Service 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. with Junior Confirmation   10:00 a.m.  Resurrection Service  

       * All with Holy Communion  


