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S T .  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Epistle 
April  Volume 2020 Issue  4 

 Christ’s Death and Resurrection: “What does this mean?” 
Finding Peace and Joy in the Midst of the “Corona Holy Week” 

 

As we approach our remembrance and celebration of the most significant week in human his-

tory, thoughts and worries of the coronavirus are dominating our life together.  In the short 

term, the threat of suffering and death due to the pandemic has changed the way we go about 

our everyday lives and will impact our ability to gather together for Holy Week; Maundy Thurs-

day, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday.  

 

Yet, it is precisely the events of this great week that give us peace and joy in the midst of this 

2020 “Corona Holy Week” observance.  Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection means that 

there is no long-term threat from such pestilence.  For those who are in Christ, His death and 

resurrection is salvation from sin, death, and the Devil.  While this virus can temporarily keep us 

from gathering around these saving promises of Christ, the promises are still true nonetheless.   

 

Repent and believe that Jesus died for you.  Jesus paid the price for your sins.  You have peace 

with God! 

 

In the face of suffering and death, trust in Christ’s resurrection.  Remember that He has risen 

and still lives to this day.  Trusting in Christ, you are promised your Easter too! The final resur-

rection is coming.  This is our eternal joy!    

 

Wonderful! Praise be to God! But, “What does this mean?” regarding our life to-

gether in Word and Sacrament during Holy Week 2020?  

 

As Christ’s Church, it is difficult for us to refrain from doing the things that Christ calls His peo-

ple to do and receive from Him, especially during such important days on the Christian calen-

dar.  Yet, a proper Christian response under our current circumstances involves both faithfulness 

to God and responsibility toward one another.   

These times are not unprecedented.   Back in 1527, a deadly plague hit Martin Luther’s town of 

Wittenberg and he wrote a letter to a friend.  Here is a portion of what he wrote: 

  

“I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer 

medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in or-

der not to become contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause 

their death as a result of my negligence.                                           Continues on page 2 
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If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have done what he has expected of 

me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death of others. If my neighbor 

needs me however I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely as stated above. See this is 

such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash nor foolhardy and does not tempt 

God.”   (Luther’s Works Vol. 43, p. 132)   

 

Wise counsel for us in our current circumstances as well.  In this same letter and throughout the 

plague, Luther continued to stress the importance of the church’s life together in Word and Sacra-

ment while also cautioning against irresponsible behavior that would put others at risk.   

 

These things in mind, we are committed to serving you in creative ways that keep you in Christ’s 

Word and Sacrament in celebration of Christ’s death and resurrection without violating public health 

guidelines and mandates and without putting people at risk for the coronavirus.  We have some ad-

vantages that Luther and his fellow pastors did not have in their time.  Here is some helpful informa-

tion as you head into Holy Week. 

 

 Holy Week mid-day services have been cancelled.   

 

 As the public health guidelines restricting gatherings to less than 10 people have been ex-

tended through April 30
th

, we do not plan to gather in the sanctuary for worship on Palm Sun-

day, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, or Easter Sunday.  However, we plan to provide Word 

and Sacrament in the following ways.   

 

 The Palm Sunday service will be broadcast live on AM 980 KSGM at 10am and the de-

tailed service bulletin is enclosed with this newsletter. 

 The Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services will air on AM 980 KSGM at 7pm.  The 

worship bulletins for these services are enclosed with this newsletter.  

 There will be one Easter Sunday service at 10am.  This service will be broadcast live at 

10am on AM 980 KSGM.  A bulletin for this service is enclosed with this newsletter.  In 

addition, you are encouraged to come to the St. John parking lots and remain in your 

vehicles listening to the radio as a way of gathering responsibly without violating pre-

cautionary guidelines.  The Chester Police Department also cautions that there only be 

members of the same household in each vehicle.  Additional bulletins and printouts of 

the hymns to be sung during the Easter service will be distributed to all who come and 

have need.    

 You are encouraged to come and receive The Lord’s Supper in the St. John Sanctuary.  

This will need to be received individually or in family units of less than 10.  Please, call 

the church office to schedule a time.  We ask that if you know you have been exposed, 

or you have symptoms, that for your sake and the sake of others you remain in your 

recommended “shelter” scenario.  The Holy Week Lord’s Supper schedule will be as fol-

lows:  

 Saturday April 4
th

, 10am-2pm 

 Monday April 6
th

, 9-11am & 4-6pm 

 Thursday April 9
th

, 9-11-am & 4-6pm 

 Easter Sunday 7-9:30am & 12-3pm                    Continues on page 3 
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     This is a fluid situation and things could change for the better or worse.  We hope that you find 

these proposed opportunities to be helpful under the current circumstances.  

The Lord bless you and keep you in the peace and joy of His death and resurrection now, and even 

into eternity. 

 

Pastor Tim A. Sims 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

The Call and Answer to Continue in Christian Charity 
Thank you for your continued faithfulness and generosity during this difficult time.  We praise God 

that so many have continued to send or bring tithes and offerings to the office for continued minis-

try of Christ through St. John.   

 

Some of you may be experiencing a difficult financial strain due to circumstances beyond your con-

trol.  We understand if you cannot give as you normally do.   

 

For those who continue to work and get paid we appreciate your continued support of the mission 

of Christ at St. John.  As additional blessing come your way, your prayerful consideration toward the 

work of St. John Lutheran Church and School is greatly appreciated.     

 

R a d i o  A n n o u n c e r  &  T e c h n i c i a n s    

April 1 Chris Colvis / Dave Verseman  

April 5 & 9 Mike Welge / Tony Young 

April 10 & 12 Tim Lochhead / Bob Platt 

April 19 Dallas Redeker / Charlie Bargman 

April 26 Amanda Middendorf / Dave Verseman 

 
S t .  J o h n  V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  

Let’s eagerly look ahead to St. John Lutheran Church Vacation Bible School!  This social and edu-

cational event is set for July 8, 9 and 10.  All children ages 3 through completion of grade 6 are wel-

come.  The evening activities will include music, Bible Stories, crafts, games, cooking and snacks.  

Mark the dates to “Celebrate God’s Faithfulness on Life’s Wild Ride”.   

 

 

O u r  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2019 to  3/25/2020  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $687,391.15      Beginning Balance 7/31/19                $104,213.93 

Year-to-date Expense                    $787,493.42  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($490,545.69)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($109,102.2)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $529,132.99 

       Current Balance as of   3/25/20         $142,801.23 
 

Average 2020 Attendance per Week  246                         LOC Renewal Fee                                      $90.00  
 



 4 

S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

On the topic of stewardship, one of the most common questions a person might ask is not whether a Christian should 
give to their church. Everyone knows this. Of course, Christians should give to their church. 
 
The most common question: “How much should I give?” But what they really mean is this: “Should Christians give a 
tithe of their income to their local congregation?” So, let’s look at why you should or should not tithe. 
 
Following are some reasons often offered for why Christians shouldn’t give a tithe to their church. 
 
Some say you shouldn’t tithe because it isn’t expressly commanded in the New Testament. Lacking that command, 
there is no “Thus saith the Lord” and no “should” for giving a tithe to your congregation. 
 
Others say that Christians give to their congregation in ways much broader than money. They give of their time and 
their talents, and these, together with treasures (money), add up to more than a tithe. 
 
Still others say they give of their treasures to other things besides their congregation, and they want to support those 
things alongside their church. 
 
And there are those who think Christians shouldn’t tithe because of fear. If they tithe, they are afraid their gift will be 
misused, and they are afraid they won’t have enough to get the things they use, want, or need. 
 
Following are some reasons for why Christians should give a tithe to their church. 
 
Even though the New Testament doesn’t specifically command Christians to give a tithe, the Old Testament people 
were commanded to tithe and did. On top of this, St. Paul often describes the giving Christians are to do in similar 
terms as a tithe: a regular and generous proportion of the first fruits of their income (1 Cor. 6:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:7–23; 2 
Cor. 9:2–7). 
 
But here’s another way to think about it. What was the point of the tithe in the Old Testament? Where did it go? The 
reason for the Old Testament tithe was to support the full ministry of the Levites. They were not given any land be-
cause they had no time to farm; their full-time job was the ministry. 
 
What does it say in the New Testament? “The Lord has commanded that those who preach the Gospel should make 
their living from the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). This is the verse that Luther put in the Small Catechism’s Table of Duties to 
cover what Christians owe to the support of the ministry. 
 
It seems clear from both the Old and the New Testaments that the tithe is the goal of Christians in their giving. But 
what if we’re not there yet? How should we handle this? What are we to do? 
 
Let’s answer this by asking a different question about something entirely different. What would you say to your adult 
children who only attended church quarterly or once a month? There, is after all, no passage in the New Testament 
that requires Christians to go to church weekly. Hebrews 10:25 is the closest we have, and it states simply for Chris-
tians to not neglect gathering together. Even though there is no passage that commands Christians to gather weekly, 
that is the implicit expectation throughout the Old and New Testaments. It is the goal. 
 

So, what would you say to that son or daughter? I’d expect that conversation would be something like this: 
“I’m glad you’re still going to church. It is a wonderful blessing to hear God’s promises of forgiveness, life, 
and salvation, and to receive His gifts in the Word and the Sacraments. But you can do better, and it will 
only be a blessing to you. There is a better way, and I’d really like you to try to attain it.” 
 
This same conversation is how we should approach the topic of the tithe. It’s not specifically commanded in 
the New Testament, but it sure seems like the implicit expectation of both the Old and New Testaments. 
So, the church is ecstatic that you’re giving when you’re giving in all these ways – time, talents, and treas-
ures. 

 
        Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

 

S t .  J o h n  R a d i o  B r o a d c a s t  

Sponsor a radio broadcast for $69 and keep St. John on the air.  Many people across the area depend on listening to 

our services on KSGM.  You can sponsor a service by calling the church office. 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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Return Service Requested 

                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

S_u_y _o _h_w _h_s_l_ a_p_o_e_ u_t_ G_d, _ w_r_m_n _h_t _e_d_t_ n_t _o _e _s_a_e_, r_g_t_y 

_i_i_i_g _h_ w_r_ o_ t_u_h.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a 

ransom for all, to be testified in due time. I Timothy 2:5-6 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

 

The new total for the New Facility Fund is $576,898.36.  If you have a child or grandchild in our 

school, a family member or neighbor who is thinking about sending children to St. John, or just commit-

ted to this project, help keep this fund growing.  You can contribute your extra change, money you 

saved using coupons, tax refunds, or a percentage of your earnings.   

 

K i n d e r g a r t e n  S c r e e n i n g  a n d  

 S p r i n g  R e g i s t r a t i o n  

 At this time Kindergarten Screening and Spring Registration have not been scheduled due to the COVID-19 closure. Up-

dates will be posted on the St. John Lutheran Church and School Face book page when they become available.  

 
C a p p e r s  

CAPPERS will meet no meet in April  


