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God’s Gifts of Body and Soul 

God gives us His Word for our comfort and encouragement.  However, God does not intend for us to 

use it for ourselves alone.  From the beginning in Genesis to the end of Revelation, God shows many aspects of 

relationships including intimacy, communication, desires, and emotion.  When sin entered the world, it divided 

what God created in unity: creation from Creator, animals from humanity, families, sisters, and brothers from 

each other.  With Jesus Christ defeating Satan, conquering death, and forgiving sin by His death and 

resurrection, we have the beginning of the new creation.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Christians have 

God’s law and gospel written on their hearts, live with true freedom of speech, and love everyone.   

 

The ongoing fight of the spirit and the flesh, of sin and righteousness, makes one’s Baptism into Christ’s 

death and resurrection a daily experience.  The life giving body and blood Jesus gives us sustains our spirits 

during the siege warfare of every Christian surrounded by their own flesh, the world, and unseen satanic forces.  

The unseen combatants seek weaknesses in the human body, in thoughts, and in emotions.  As one body, 

Christians share their sufferings and joys just as close friends do, even while sin and doubt tempt toward distrust 

and separation. 

 

Emotions are part of both body and soul, as ways of being.  Suppressing them comes with a cost, which 

multiplies over time.  While growing up, we learn what emotions are appropriate to express when and to whom.  

The Holy Spirit convicts Christians of self-centeredness: how easy it is to forget the perspective and feelings of 

others.  It is natural to admire the uncompromising and single-minded hero, who brings the air of righteousness 

and godliness.  However, Scripture is clear that no one is righteous but God alone; all but Jesus have fallen short 

of the Father’s glory.  Christians are unworthy and unfit to receive the grace and blessing God so richly 

bestows.  Here is where the Spirit’s healthy sense of humor helps our weak flesh bear with itself and others.  ;-) 

 

While all fleshly bodies carry burdens on earth, some carry more than others do.  God has blessed each 

person according to His plan so that there are many trained to help others.  Being close and vulnerable to others 

is something that takes courage, but pays off with time invested.  Those who live with pain from past 

relationships have unseen wounds that are still not completely healed.  Sometimes those unseen wounds may 

make their appearance not only in behavior, but also with physical maladies.  The communion in which 

Christians live with God, He intends us also to share with others, for brothers are also to be their brother’s 

keeper.   

As we slowly transition away from an epidemic that plagued the whole world, we continue to offer the 

continual love of God through the humble and simple means of Word and Sacrament, confession and 

absolution, and the consolation and conversation of the brethren.  The Word Christians speak to each other 

carries the fragrance of Christ.  While still seeking to love not only the brother and sister God has given to us, 

God sends the Word of Christ dwelling within us to go out and continue to spread His kingdom until the last 

day when the marriage supper of the Lamb will come.  

 

Pastor Massey 
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Missing Members, changed address? 
According to our congregational constitution, if a member’s “whereabouts are unknown and cannot be established 

within a period of one (1) year” we may call off the search for them and continue serving those who are our known 

neighbors.  Please help us find our members! 

 
May 2021-2022  

Devin Valleroy  

Emma Valleroy  

Matthew Weaver 

November 2021-2022 

Victoria Brown 

Brittany Eyman  

Cassandra Mehrer  

 

Madison Miller  

Kim Reeder  

Debra Welge 

Boards Monthly Updates 
Elders 

The April Elders meeting was combined with the March meeting as much as could be done as the Elders meeting fell 

during Holy Week. With our Pastors being so very busy especially during this time, we felt it would be best for us and  

our pastors to concentrate on this most holy time.  

 

The Elders would also like to encourage all voting members to attend the voters meeting if at all possible. This is a very 

good way for all to come and listen and/or give your input as to how the church makes important decisions. They are held 

every other month and are about an hour or less long, depending on the discussions and decisions needed to be made. You 

will hear reports and comments from each board including Pastors’ reports. Please consider attending these important 

meetings if your time allows.  

 

Please continue to pray for our Pastors, school principal, teachers, musicians, secretaries, and all others who serve our 

Lord in their various roles.  

Thank you.  
 

Stewardship  
The Stewardship board did not meet in April but we remind Baptism Buddies to keep in touch with each other.  Parents, if 

you feel like your student has been overlooked, feel free to contact the church office.  We want everyone to feel connected 

to our congregation. 

 

During Lent we collected Alms for the Sparta Pregnancy Center $187.71 and for Pastor Willig’s Van $957. Thank you to 

all those who donated.  
 

Rummage Sale  
The Church rummage sale will be Friday, June 3 from 8:00 a.m. till 5:00 p.m. and Saturday, June 4 from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 

p.m. We will receive items for the sale starting on Tuesday, May 24 until Wednesday, June 1 from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

each day. Please bring clean items. Thank you 
 

Vacation Bible School July 20-22 
 VBS registration will start in May.  Ages 3 through 6th grade are invited to join the fun. Older students and adults are 

encouraged to serve God's family as volunteers.   
 

Sunday School News 
On May 1, students and volunteers with birthdays in May and July will honored before class time.  Those with birthdays 

in those months should bring a coin for every year of their age.  The group has decided to send our offerings to our 

LWML this year.   

 

The April lesson for grades 1-8 will be The Conversion of Saul.  The students will watch a new movie, learn a memory 

verse, create something new in arts & crafts, and play an active game. Preschool and kindergarten students will be 

learning familiar Bible stories from Mrs. Collette Powley. There is always plenty of time to play in the kindergarten room 

and enjoy a snack.  

 

We welcome all of God’s children at any time.  Our last lesson for this school year will be May 22. 
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

 

 Living Sacrifices 
 

Stewardship is not just about giving money to the church. It includes this, to be sure, but it is not limited to it. Stewardship 

involves our whole life – everything we have and everything we are. 

Let us not, though, fall into the trap of thinking that because we give of ourselves in one area then we can neglect giving 

in another. Stewardship is not stealing from Peter to pay Paul. It is not a game that we play whereby we justify ourselves 

in not giving a tenth of our income because we have given in some other way. 

This is why our Lord warns: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin and 

have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, 

without neglecting the others.” (Matthew 23:23) We are given to do both – tithe of ourselves and what we have. 

And so it is that St. Paul makes his appeal to us: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 

good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:1–2) 

We are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God. We are not to have the mind of the world, where we exchange 

equal weight of this for an equal weight of that and think that we have done what God has required. Our whole life is 

given over for service in and for the Church of God. This is to be done in thanksgiving for what God in Christ has 

accomplished for us. This is our spiritual worship, the reasonable response to what He has done for us. Not one for the 

other but all in all. 

But what does this look like? St. Paul never lays down a general principle without also giving us some practical 

application of what shape that principle is to take concretely. He gives the general principle that our bodies are to be living 

sacrifices to God. And, after admonishing those who have been given particular gifts of grace to serve the church, St. Paul 

then speaks generally of what is expected of all. He says: 

“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. 

Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in 

hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show 

hospitality.” (Romans 12:9–13) 

This is what it looks like to present your bodies as living sacrifices. This is how we live out the grace of God here in time. 

Let us then heed the apostle’s teaching. Let us present our bodies – everything that we have and everything that we are – 

as living sacrifices to God, our reasonable response to what God in Christ Jesus accomplished for us by His death and 

resurrection. Through this, we have forgiveness of sins, a new life in Christ, and eternal salvation. And through this 

worship, the grace of God is made manifest in His saints – for the church and the world. 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

 

 

 

Christ Our Savior Lutheran High school 
Registration for 2022-2023 is now open! If you have a student or know someone who will be high school age during the 

2022-2023 school year, encourage them to consider Christ Our Savior Lutheran High school.  Call 618-853-7300 to 

schedule a shadow day or a private tour.  Learn more and download a registration form from our 

website, www.coslhs.org.  

 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
http://www.coslhs.org/
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Kindergarten Graduation 
 

St. John Kindergarten Graduation will be held on Monday, May 9 at 6:30 p.m. at the Parish 
Hall.  The Kindergarten graduates are:  Karson Hecht, Lynleigh Holland, Lillian Johnson, Baylee 
Jo Lloyd, Oran Odom, Breanna Schatte, Jackson Smith and Atleigh Sullivan.  Congratulations 
graduates!!   
 
 

 
 
 

 

8th Grade Graduation 
 

St. John 8th Grade Graduation will be held on Tuesday, May 24 at 7:00 p.m. at St. John 
Lutheran Church.  St. John will have 11 graduates this year.  The graduates are:  Macy Bert, 
Alexander Bixby, Brianna Brake, Caleb Coffey, Aubrey Coleman, Reed Creason, Lillian Diskey, 
Lexie Mott, Isaac Sims, Isac Smith and Camryn Wolff.  Congratulations graduates!    
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Summer Day Care 
 

Summer Day Care will begin on Tuesday, May 31, 2022.  If you are interested in the summer 
program, please call the school office at 618-826-4345.  The program will be closed on 
Monday, July 4 and the last day of attendance will be Friday, July 29, 2022.  The program is 
Monday through Friday, 6:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
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Freedom in Christ –  

Help Us Share! 
 

What does freedom mean anyhow? For most it 

probably depends partly on your stage of life - 

● No more looming homework 

assignments 

● No whiny toddler to chase after 

● No timeclock controlling your workday 

● No overwhelming debt owed 

● No pain due to aging 

 

But what about for an inmate in jail or prison? 

For them wordly freedom means - 

● The word of a human court that grants 

parole, acquittal, or the end of time 

served 

● Life outside of a 10 ft. by 12 ft. cell 

crammed with 1-3 others 

● A schedule unbound by someone telling 

you when to go out and when to come in 

 

Now take a moment to think about spiritual 

freedom - the kind of freedom we just 

celebrated in the wondrous death and 

resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Ponder the fact that in God’s court He never 

makes a mistake. God demands perfection. He 

is holy and righteous. If you break any part of 

God’s law you break it all. He demands justice 

and had to punish mankind for sin. Yet He sent 

His Son Jesus to come into our world to live a 

perfect human life. Jesus was tempted more 

than any inmate ever. Jesus was forsaken by 

the Almighty Judge and took our punishment 

upon Himself. We know this - the law which 

cuts to the core, yet we also know the sweet 

Gospel, the proclamation of freedom because 

God himself fulfilled justice on our behalf. We 

know this freedom which inmates can also 

have while still behind bars. They also can 

experience the grace of God. That is powerful! 

What a joy that we can be instruments of God 

in bringing them the good news through God’s 

Word, prayer, and supporting those making 

visits in our jails and prison systems. 

      

The Southern Illinois District Prison Ministry 

serves people in 12 state, county, and federal 

prisons. Although Covid shut down visits to 

every facility, visitors are now allowed back 

and able to bring in Bibles for those who do not 

have one. Pastor Kollmeyer, formerly staff 

chaplain at Chester Mental Health Center, now 

teaches the Bible at Pinckneyville Correctional 

Center in a classroom type setting. Volunteers 

and ordained staff who can give communion 

request our prayers and marked Bibles which 

lead those unfamiliar with the sweet Gospel 

from one passage to another, telling the 

precious story. 

 

Join the LWML in preparing English and 

Spanish Bibles this way in May. There is no 

need to know Spanish to mark a Spanish Bible! 

You can plan to take Bibles home from church 

with instructions OR join a group at the church 

office for fun doing this together. Check bulletin 

notices for exact days and times.
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F i n a n c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n   
If you would like updated financial information please email Kelly at secretary@stjohnchester.com or call the 
church office at 618-826-3545. 
 
 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat April 30 5:00 p.m.  Kennedy Nortin & Avery Hasemeyer 

Sun May 1   7:45 a.m. Levi Caldwell 

     10:00 a.m.  Caleb Coffey 

Sat May 7    5:00 p.m.  Kale Sprengel 

Sun May 8  7:45 a.m.  Addison Coffey 

     10:00 a.m.  Reed Creason 

Sat May 14  5:00 p.m.  Preston Abell 

Sun May 15 7:45 a.m.  Addison Coffey 

     10:00 a.m.  Isaac Sims 

Sat  May 21 5:00 p.m.  Jenna Buskohl 

Sun May 22 7:45 a.m.  

     10:00 a.m.  Jack Luthy 

Thur May 26 7:00 p.m.  +  Ascension Reagan Sims & Isaac Sims 

Sat May 28  5:00 p.m.  Jackson Scalan 

Sun May 29 7:45 a.m.  Macy Bert 

     10:00 a.m.  Grace Irose 

 
W e e k e n d  J a n i t o r s  

April 30/ May 1  Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

May 7/8 Larry McDonough 

May 14/15   Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

May 21/22 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

Ascension May 26 Chris Urquhart 

May 28/29 Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

 
R a d i o  A n n o u n c e r s /  

    T e c h n i c i a n s  

May 1  Amanda Middendorf /Charlie Bargman 

May 8 Brett Klindworth / Dave Verseman 

May15   Mardell Granger / Tony Young 

May 22 Chris Urquhart / Bob Platt 

May 29 Tin Lochhead / Charlie Bargman 

 
F o o d  P a n t r y  

May 3 Shirley Roth 

May 10 Chris Urquhart 

May 17 Rosemary Oetting 

May 24 Cheryl Dethrow 

May 31 Deb Caraway 

 

W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s  

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m.Sunday Worship 

Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at ksgm980.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat April 30  5:00 p.m.   

Sun May 1    7:45 a.m. Dwayne & Susan Schwarz 

      10:00 a.m. Louise Leifer  

Sat May 7    5:00 p.m.  Ruby Schirmer 

Sun May 8  7:45 a.m.  Marilyn Duensing 

     10:00 a.m.  Donna Young 

Sat May 14  5:00 p.m.  Amber Cushman 

Sun May 15 7:45 a.m.   

     10:00 a.m.  Kathy Sprengel 

Sat  May 21 5:00 p.m.  Virginia Rowold 

Sun May 22 7:45 a.m. Carolyn Colvis 

     10:00 a.m.  Carla Welge 

Sat May 28  5:00 p.m.  Janice Dettmer 

Sun May 29 7:45 a.m.  Sarah Schenk 

     10:00 a.m.  Karla Klindworth 

 
 

  U s h e r  T e a m s  
Sat April 30 5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

Sun May 1   7:45 a.m.  Gary Duensing 

     10:00 a.m.  Don Stallman 

Sat May 7    5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

Sun May 8  7:45 a.m.   Dennis Kontz 

     10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat May 14  5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

Sun May 15 7:45 a.m.  Ron Rathert 

     10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

Sat  May 21 5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

Sun May 22 7:45 a.m. Gary Duensing 

     10:00 a.m.  Don Stallman 

Thur May 26 7:00 p.m.  +  Ascension Gary Duensing 

Sat May 28  5:00 p.m. Tim Hardy 

Sun May 29 7:45 a.m. Dennis Kontz  

     10:00 a.m. Gary Eggemeyer 
 

 

 

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

May 2-7 Larry McDonough 

May 9-14 Brett Klindworth 

May 16-21 Fred Fricke 

May 23-28 Larry McDonough 

May 30- June 4 Brett Klindworth 
 
 

C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n  

Church Office, 302 W. Holmes, Chester, Il 62233 

Phone 618-826-3545           

Internet Address  www.stjohnchester.com 
  

 C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

mailto:secretary@stjohnchester.com
http://www.stjohnchester.com/
mailto:krovey@sjshornets.com
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B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

I _m _r_c_f_e_ w_t_ C_r_s_: n_v_r_h_l_s_ I _i_e; _e_ n_t _, b_t _h_i_t _i_e_h _n _e: _n_ t_e _i_e 

_h_c_ I _o_ l_v_ i_ t_e _l_s_ I _i_e _y _h_ f_i_h _f _h_ S_n _f _o_, w_o _o_e_ m_, a_d _a_e 

_i_s_l_ f_r _e. 

A n s w e r  t o  l a s t  m o n t h ’ s  B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and 

spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. II Corinthians 7:1 

 

N E W   F A C I L I T Y 

 This is a perfect time of year to help the New Facility Fund grow.  Your tax-deductable gift can be used to honor a special 

graduate, your mom on Mother's Day, or a teacher who has made a difference in your child's education.  St. John will be 

graduating another class of future honor students, class officers, all-conference athletes, homecoming royalty, and talented 

music and drama performers.  Be a part of the future of St. John by contributing to the New Facility Fund.  The current 

total is $589,280.75. 
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