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Celebrating the Four Evangelists 
You may have noticed that we celebrated a few Apostles of Jesus in 2020: St. James (we observed 

on July 26th), Luke (October 18th), and John (December 27th).  There’s one more coming on April 25th, 

2021, the one who’s Gospel we began in Series B of the Three Year Lectionary: St. Mark, the Second 

Evangelist.  Celebrating the Four Evangelists on their day as well as reading their accounts of Jesus 

throughout the year gives such a great variety of perspectives on the Gospel of our Lord!   

 

As far as I can tell, it seems that St. John Lutheran has not celebrated the Saints’ Days in the last 

few years.  As you grow in your Christian faith, we pray the growing popularity of celebrating Saints’ 

Days will add richness and depth to what you already know of your Lord Jesus, who works through and 

with His members, the church.   

 

The fact that we get to celebrate three of the four Evangelists within seven months is something 

that only happens every eleven or six years.  Luke, John, and Mark’s Festivals all fell on Sundays in 2009-

10, 1998-99, and 1992-93, and they are planned to again in 2026-27.  John’s day on 27 December is sev-

enty days after Luke’s on 18 October.  However, from 27 December to 25 April is usually 119 days, ex-

cept in leap years it is 120 days.  So, in 2015 both Luke and John had their holy days on Sunday, while 

Mark’s was on Monday in 2016, a leap year. 

 

We celebrate Matthew’s festival when the 21st of September falls on a Sunday.  Sometimes this 

happens the year before the other two fall on Sundays (Luke & John) as it was in 2014-15.  Unless our 

Lord returns first, in 2025 Matthew’s festival is on a Sunday, in 2026 Luke & John’s are, and then in 2027 

Mark’s festival does.  Instead of over two and a half years, every 28 years, seven leap years, we celebrate 

Mark only seven months after Matthew because the leap year makes them 217 days apart instead of 216.  

This happened in 2003-04 and is planned for 2031-32.   

 

We finished Series A of the Three Year Lectionary: Matthew’s Gospel in 2020.  Last year we 

heard how Matthew presented Jesus as a great teacher even if His own disciples were slow to pick up 

what He taught.  The apostles give examples of how hard it can be to follow someone as wise and contro-

versial as Jesus.  However, Matthew’s account shows how Jesus broke away from the Jewish rabbi-

disciple tradition to point every generation back to follow Christ in discipleship.   

 

With Advent as the start of the new church-year for Series B, we have begun the Gospel according 

to Mark.  As a disciple of Peter, Mark relied on Peter’s preaching and perspective in his account.  Mark 

gives a broader view of Jesus’ initial preaching to “Repent!” with also having faith in the Gospel.  Mark’s 

account also records the little faith the apostles had to show the difficulty reason has unless subjected to 

and made a servant of faith by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

   

Luke’s Gospel to the Greeks and other Gentiles makes use of more parables and the Exodus theme 

of “the way.”  While John’s use of signs and recurring themes of faith, life, light, and the “I am” figures of 

speech adorn the church year especially during Lent, Easter, and other holy days.  As we look forward to 

another year in His grace, we pray that Mark’s Gospel will strengthen your faith in Christ, the one who 

came to fulfill the Law and provide for our redemption in His blood. - Pastor Massey 
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Missing Members, changed address? 

According to our congregational constitution, if a member’s “whereabouts are unknown and cannot be 

established within a period of one (1) year” we may call off the search for them and continue serving those who 

are our known neighbors.  Please help us find our members! 

March 2020-2021   May 2020-2021  July 2020-2021 
John Knop    Lindsay Hammel  Erin Stauffer (nee Carter) 

Dawn Kueker 

Brent Anthony Lee 

Kristel Rinne 
Lawrence Shane Rock 

Angie Smucker (nee Young) 

Angela Valleroy 

Amber Verslle 
Robert Walker 

Leanna Weaver 

Miranda Weinken 

Monthly board and organization updates 
Elders 
Visitations are continuing to non-active members with Pastor Massey and Pastor Sims and some of the Elders.  

Pastor Sims to be on vacation the week of 12-26, Pastor Massey to be on vacation beginning 12-29. Pastor Smith to be on "stand 

by" if needed.  

 

District and Synodical Conventions postponed 1 year, because of Covid. Each congregation must approve this postponement. 

Church marque needs replaced. Further discussion on this later.    

 

Gary Duensing 

BOE Chair  

 

Cemetery  
November interments – Todd Loos 

Sold - 1/2 lot 

One full lot was deeded back to St. John by Margaret Solomon. 

Any member of St. John who is interested in purchasing a cemetery lot should contact Tammy Grah (615-1018) for additional in-

formation – full lot $500 and ½ lot $300. 

 

 

LWML 

The LWML met for the first time since February on November 23rd. We practiced social distancing and held the meeting in the 

church sanctuary. 

 

The 2021 Convention will be in Lexington, KY in June.  Everyone felt that due to the pandemic we didn’t want to commit at this 

point to who would attend. 

 

We have to wonder if it will even take place! The decision was made to not organize a charter bus as we originally discussed.  Edna 

will be taking the quilts to Camp Wartburg. 

 

We do plan to send Christmas Cards to the residents at the Manor and 3 Springs and our members in other assisted living facilities 

or nursing homes. 

 

The new 2021 books are ready.  Please contact President, Louise McAdams,  if you need a book. Officers will remain the same for 

the 2021 year. 
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of the year past in order to improve the year to come. It’s a time when we 

sit down to plan and implement what we want to accomplish and even change. Part of that is planning our stewardship 

for the coming year. 

 

Often, we find this difficult and daunting and even joyless, but it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is really quite simple and 

full of joy. So, here are some tips to make that planning less stressful. You begin by answering these three questions: 

 

Who are you? 

To whom do I give? 

And how much? 

 

So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Luther’s Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of God’s Word? Are 

you a citizen of society? Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers these three estates: church, society, and 

family. We don’t particularly struggle to give to society or family. Our struggles, our difficulties, and our questions arise 

in giving to the Church. 

 

So, what is our duty as members of the Church with regard to giving? Again, the Table of Duties, gives us a guide. If 

you are a hearer – a member of the Church who receives instruction – St. Paul taught: “Let the one who is taught the 

word share all good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). This means the local congregation is primary. 

 

Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to you. Your con-

gregation is the place where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to the Church, He has the local con-

gregation in mind. For “the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gos-

pel” (1 Cor. 9:14). 

 

How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are to give: 

 

Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2); 

Proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12); 

Generously (2 Cor. 8:20); 

Of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30); and 

With a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). 

 

In other words, giving to the Church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In this way, it is 

deliberate. We give regularly – weekly, biweekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly – keeping in mind our own strengths, 

weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before anything else is spent. 

 

From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent was the standard for the Israelites. 

This was a command for the ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want, but ask yourself: Do we really want to 

be less generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is the job of the New Testament Church bigger or smaller than 

the job given to Israel? 

 

And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with love, not out of 

compulsion. For through the preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God has made us His 

children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised us life everlasting with Him in His kingdom, and 

filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, “it is more blessed to give than to 

receive” (Acts 20:35). 

 

It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part in the work that 

He accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the Gospel as well as those who are in need. Tak-

ing part in that makes all our work holy – work that is done in service to the Lord as priestly members of His kingdom. 

 
Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Fri Jan 1    10:00 a.m.  Morgan Miers 

Sat Jan 2     5:00 p.m. + Jackson Scanlan 

Sun Jan 3    7:45 a.m. +  Cole Johnson & Max Blechle 

     10:00 a.m.  +  Nick Collins & Reed Creason 

Sat Jan 9     5:00 p.m.  Jadyn West 

Sun Jan 10  7:45 a.m.  Noah Homan 

    10:00 a.m.  Reagan Sims 

Sat Jan 16   5:00 p.m.    Evan Dunning    

Sun Jan 17  7:45 a.m.  Addison Coffey 

    10:00 a.m.  Alex Williamson 

Sat Jan 23   5:00 p.m.  Jenna Bushohl 

Sun Jan 24  7:45 a.m.  Preston Abell 

    10:00 a.m.  Trevin Eggemeyer 

Sat Jan 30   5:00 p.m.  Alex Maes 

Sun Jan 31  7:45 a.m.  Macy Bert 

    10:00 a.m.  Brayden Juenger 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat Jan 2       5:00 p.m.    Janice Dettmer 

Sun Jan 3      7:45 a.m.    Tammy Grah 

      10:00 a.m.    Mary Stallman 

Sat Jan 9       5:00 p.m.    Doris Knoke 

Sun Jan 10    7:45 a.m.    Barb Fricke  

      10:00 a.m.    Joby Petrowske 

Sat Jan 16     5:00 p.m.    Carolyn Colvis 

Sun Jan 17    7:45 a.m.    Sarah Schenk 

       10:00 a.m.   Mary Caldwell 

Sat Jan 23     5:00 p.m.     

Sun Jan 24    7:45 a.m.    Brenda Pautler 

       10:00 a.m.   Karla Klindowrth 

 Sat Jan 30    5:00 p.m.    Deb Caraway 

Sun Jan 31     7:45 a.m.   Dorothy Decker 

       10:00 a.m.   Norma Vieregge 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

Jan 1         Larry McDonough 

Jan 2/3      Dennis Mott 

Jan 9/10    Lisa  Meade/ Ryan Petrowske 

Jan  16/17 Ron Cushman  / Chris Urquhart 

Jan 23/24  Lisa Mead / Gary Kelkhoff 

Jan 30/31  Larry McDonough 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Fri Jan 1      10:00 a.m.    Gary Duensing 

Sat Jan 2       5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Jan 3      7:45 a.m.    Gary Duensing 

      10:00 a.m.    Don Stallman 

Sat Jan 9       5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Jan 10    7:45 a.m.    Dennis Kontz 

      10:00 a.m.    Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat Jan 16     5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Jan 17    7:45 a.m.    Ron Rathert 

       10:00 a.m.   Rick Casten 

Sat Jan 23     5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Jan 24    7:45 a.m.    Gary Duensing 

       10:00 a.m.   Don Stallman 

 Sat Jan 30    5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Jan 31     7:45 a.m.   Dennis Kontz 

       10:00 a.m.   Gary Eggemeyer 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at 

ksgm980.com  

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

 

Jan 1 Mardell Granger / Bob Platt 

Jan 3 Chris Urqhart / Bob Platt 

Jan 10 Tim Lochhead / Charlie Bargman 

Jan 17 Dallas Redeker / Dave Verseman 

Jan 24 Amanda Middendorf / Tony Young 

Jan 31 Mardell Granger / Bob Platt 

A l u m i n u m  

C a n s  

Dec 28– Jan 2 Brett Klindworth 

Jan 4-9 Steve Stallman 

Jan 11-16 Larry McDonough 

Jan 18-23 Fred Fricke 

Jan 22-30 Brett Klindworth 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

Jan 5 Bev Baker 

Jan 12 Deb Uchtman 

Jan 19 Reuel Smith 

Jan 26 Deb Caraway 

O u r  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2020 to  12-/27/2020  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $468,494.41      Beginning Balance 7/31/20                $25,000.00 

Year-to-date Expense                    $474109.84  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($38,500.00)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($5,615.43)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $33,500.00 

       Current Balance as of   12/27/2020      $25,000.00  
 

Average 2020 Attendance per Week   166                        LOC Renewal Fee                                      $90.00  

(for the weeks we had in person worship) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:krovey@sjshornets.com
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Return Service Requested 

                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  
 

 Ta_e h_ed _o y_ur_el_es: _f t_y b_ot_er _re_pa_s a_ai_st _he_, re_uk_ hi_; an_ if _e r_pe_t, 

f_rg_ve _im. _nd _f h_ tr_sp_ss _ga_ns_ th_e s_ve_ ti_es _n a _ay, _nd _ev_n t_me_ in _ da_ 

tu_n a_ai_ to _he_, sa_in_, I r_pe_t; t_ou _ha_t f_rg_ve _im.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor 

sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate 

day and night. Psalm 1:1-2  

 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

 

Were you given some money for Christmas because the giver didn't know what to buy?  Want to honor a 

special someone at the start of the New Year? Consider a donation to the New Facility Fund.  The current 

total is $573,014.70. Before any new construction takes place, contributions need to 

come from all ages of our members.  Set aside a certain amount each month or with 

each paycheck.  Plan to honor your child when he brings home good grades or 

makes all his free throws.   Show your appreciation of a certain teacher with a gift to 

the New Facility Fund.  Need ideas for memorials or someone's birthday who has 

everything?   An acknowledgement can be sent. 


