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Christ’s Church/St. John Lutheran Church:
“For what purpose do we exist?”
We will soon be entering the Season of Pentecost. It is the season of life and growth in God’s Word and specifically in the teachings of Jesus Himself. Beginning with the Pentecost event itself, we have revealed to us
who we are and what it is that we do as Christ’s Church. As we are coming to the close of the Easter season,
let’s preview what lies ahead as we learn the purpose for which we exist.
We exist to be forgiven
and proclaim forgiveness in Jesus!

(Acts 2:1-41; Luke 5:1-11; Matthew 16:13-20)

At the Pentecost event people heard the Good News of Jesus in their native languages: God wanted all people to know about Jesus! When Peter preached his “Pentecost sermon”, the people had their hearts broken
by the reality of their rebellion and sin. Peter then proclaimed: “Repent and be baptized, each and every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38) The people were baptized, forgiven, and given new life in faith and in the Spirit of
God.
God uses the church in much the same way today. We proclaim the story and truths of the Scriptures.
When we do, both inside and outside the church, that word will confront people. God’s Word condemns us
in that it shows us how we have rebelled against God and rejected Him. The proclamation of God’s Word
by the Church at some point should have us thinking: “Oh no! I’m a sinner! What should I do?”
Christ’s Church also proclaims that salvation for sinners is here: In baptism and faith, Jesus Christ gives
forgiveness and eternal life. You are guilty of rebellion. Repent and trust in Christ and His death and resurrection for you. Remember and rejoice in your baptism which brings you into this saving work of Christ.
You are forgiven!
We exist because we have been brought out of condemnation and into Christ’s forgiveness and eternal life.
We are a gathering of repentant sinners made saints. We exist to proclaim this same saving truth to the
world; making disciples by baptizing and teaching.
We exist for devotion to
the continual blessings of Jesus!

(Acts 2:42-47; John 1:24-26; John 5:6-17; Hebrews 10:23-25)

In Acts 2:42-47, we see what life was like in the earliest church as the first Christians lived in the joy and
strength of their baptism and faith in Jesus. As we look at this story, we see four vital elements in their life
together as Christ’s Church:
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching”
These “baby’s milk” Christians craved the teaching of the apostles and were in the Word of God with these
teachers to learn more of their saving God. They eagerly learned from those who had learned from Jesus.
We do the same today as we hear the pastor preach the Apostolic Gospel. We do the same as we gather for
Bible studies; learning and growing in knowledge and faith through the study of God’s word.
(article continues on the next page)
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“They devoted themselves to… fellowship”
With this we are reminded that the church is not merely like consumer entities in which we simply rush in
and get what we want and rush out; like a McDonald’s or a Wal-mart. There is a fellowship, a community
centered on a unified confession of faith. We get to know each other. We help each other. We encourage
one another. We exist to be like a family.
“They devoted themselves to… the breaking of bread”
As a figure of speech, there are probably implications here for both community meals and the communion
meal—the Lord’s Supper. One of the main reasons why we gather is to receive Holy Communion, the Heavenly meal in which we receive Christ’s Body and Blood; His forgiveness, life, and salvation. This is Thee
meal of the church. We exist to be in communion with each other.
In addition, there is also something to be said about sitting down together to eat a dinner or lunch together
as well. When we do, it forces us to slow down, talk, and enjoy each other’s company. This also is a very important aspect of our life together.
“They devoted themselves…to the prayers”
This may be referring to people actually praying for each other when they spoke or came across one another
in the occurrences of everyday life. There certainly is an important place for that in the life of Christ’s family
called the church.
Yet, it is believed to be a phrase used synonymously with worship or liturgy. Christ’s Church gathers in
prayer to call upon God to give His Words and promises, His sacrament, His forgiveness of sins, and His
blessing. We then offer prayers of thanksgiving for what God has done and continues to do for us in Jesus
Christ through His death and resurrection.
We exist for devotion to the teachings of Christ’s Apostles, fellowship, breaking of bread, and the prayers.
We exist to be a people gathering around our Savior’s gifts and rejoicing together!
We exist to reflect who we are in Jesus!

(Romans 5:10; Luke 23:4; Acts 5:41, 42; Acts 7:59;
Matthew 16:21-28; Romans 12:9-20)

We exist to reflect the reality of a supernatural fight between the True God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
and Satan and his forces of evil. In this fight, the offense of the Gospel sometimes leads to persecution. In
this way, our life will reflect the suffering of our Savior. Yet, we need not fear nor return evil for evil: Jesus
Christ is risen from the dead. Victory is ours!
We continue to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ even in the face of rejection and persecution. An
intimate parallel exists between the life, suffering, and death and resurrection of Christ and the sacrificial
life of His Church. We are the former enemies of God. We are a people forgiven by Christ. We in turn exist
to forgive those who persecute us, bless those who curse us.
We exist to proclaim Jesus Christ crucified and risen in the promise that nothing can take away the forgiveness and eternal life we have in Him. If persecution should come, we pray for the very forgiveness and
mercy of those who are raising their hands against us. We can do so in the joy of the promised coming resurrection in Jesus!
This joy also moves us to share the love of Christ in word and deed as we care for our neighbor. Not only
telling people of Jesus saving love, but manifesting it in helping those who are in need.
We are Christ’s Church. May God continue to bless us as we live and serve in Him.
Thank you, Jesus!
Pastor Tim A. Sims
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S t e w a r d s h i p

c o r n e r

Some disciples of John the Baptist were questioning him about the baptism and preaching of Jesus. Many disciples were
going to Jesus instead of John the Baptist.
John the Baptist answers: “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven” (John 3:27).
John the Baptist says this to show that Jesus, His teaching, and His baptism are from heaven. God provides everything we
have in body and soul.
We are taught this in the meaning of the Apostles’ Creed in the Small Catechism.
In the First Article of the Creed, we learn that God has made us and everything in the universe.
“He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes
care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. He defends
me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey
Him.”
In the Second Article of the Creed, we learn that God sent His Son, Jesus, to humble Himself by taking the form of a servant.
In so doing, He “has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death,
and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent
suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.”
In the Third Article of the Creed, we learn that the fruits of what Jesus Christ, the Son of God, did are given to us through
the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church.
“That I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit
has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way
He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in
the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On
the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.”
Indeed, “a person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven.”
But how easy is this for us to forget? How easy is it for us to think that what we have in life is because we have earned it?
How easy is it for us to forget that all our skills – the abilities of our hands and minds, the ethic to work diligently, and the
desire to improve – is given to us from heaven, just as John the Baptist said?
How easy is it for us to forget that it is Christ alone, and the work of the Holy Spirit, that reveals His salvation to us, delivers
it to us, and that none of this is our doing?
Sure, we have responsibility for coming to church, for delving into God’s Holy Word, and for praying without ceasing.
But even these responsibilities are given to us from heaven. These duties are not earned; they are given in response to what
He has accomplished for us.
Everything we have, and everything we are – in both body and soul – are gifts from God in heaven.
Let us then respond in thanksgiving and give back to Him as He asks – with a first-fruits, generous proportion offering of
what He has given to us.
Taken from lcms.org/stewardship
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Please Order a Birthday Calendar!
A committee of volunteers is again working on the “Community Birthday Calendar” project. This
will be the 71st year the Birthday Calendar has been produced by a St. John group.
The Birthday Calendar features a center photo of a popular community site surrounded by
ads from generous local businesses. Names of individuals celebrating a birthday or anniversary
are listed on each date, and birthdays of deceased loved ones are remembered with a cross.
Volunteers will soon be making contacts to take orders for calendars and to confirm names
previously listed on the Birthday Calendar. Please remember to include any new family members,
anniversaries for recently married couples or birthdays for additional friends or family. Consider
ordering Birthday Calendars for Christmas gifts this year!
The calendars are $5.50 each. Each birthday, anniversary or memorial listed costs only
$.25. Please encourage any of your friends, neighbors or co-workers to add their names to this
calendar of cheer. A daily glance will help you remember someone’s special day with a card or
phone call.
If you are not familiar with the Birthday Calendar, please stop by the display in the back of
church. Colorful calendars from previous years are on display and ordering information is available. We encourage some of the younger members and families to order and be listed on the
2020 Community Birthday Calendar. Please encourage young members and families to participate so this project can continue for another 71 years! The $5.50 purchase really benefits the
fundraiser and can bring cheer every day of 2020!
To place an order for calendars or names to be listed, please contact Sandy Colvis (618615-5556), Carolyn Schwent (618-826-2557), the church office (618-826-3545) or secretary@stjohnchester.com. The profits from this project will again remain with St. John LWML to
support their many church projects.

S u n d a y S c h o o l
Sunday School has ended for the school year with an average of 10 students each week. They chose to save
up their weekly offerings to be sent to Lutheran World Relief. At their last session, the students voted to
purchase a goat, a sheep, and a smokeless cook stove to provide families with milk, wool, manure for fertilizer,
and a safe method to cook.
Students that attended at least half of the Sundays include Jackson & Will Welge, Josh, Isaac, & Reagan
Sims, Hannah Kaempfe, Duncan & Evan Bargman, Hoyt Walls, Logan & Gage Durham. The parents of these students are demonstrating their commitment to leading their precious ones to Jesus.
St. John also wants to thank these loyal volunteers who show their love for Jesus by teaching and organizing
Sunday School: Collette Powley, Rosemary Oetting, Carol Kaempfe, Carolyn Gray, Shawnell Madison, Lisa
Meade, Charlie Bargman, Barb Bierman, and Jill Arbeiter.
We are always looking for more volunteers to help with Sunday School. If you would like to volunteer your
time and talents please contact Jill Arbeiter.
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Vacation Bible School
July 17, 18, and 19
6:00 p.m.—8:20 p.m.
St. John Lutheran School
This fun-filled FREE event is open to all children age 3 through grade 6. Children can attend any
session or all three evenings. Please call 618-826-3545 or stop by the church office to register or
for more information.
Children will enjoy songs, games, snacks, activities and crafts related to Bible
stories. Real stories about real people will help children learn real life lessons.
Through fun activities, Splash Canyon will help children grow in faith.
Students will share VBS songs during the 5:00 pm July 20 evening worship
service. Everyone is invited to a light lunch in the Parish Hall following the service. Attendance prizes will be awarded each evening.
VBS needs a happy person who can lead fun songs. He or she doesn’t have to play the piano as the
songs are on a CD.

Special Bible Studies Coming Soon
“Who are we?” This Bible Study covers the basics of the Christian faith as we confess
and practice it in the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Interested in joining St. John?
Want to know what Lutherans believe? Want a refresher of what you learned in Confirmation instruction decades ago? This is the study for you. Join us in the 8 th grade
classroom beginning Sunday June 9th from 9:00am-9:45am.
Immigrants Among Us: A Lutheran Framework for Addressing Immigration Issues
This Bible Study looks at immigration issues from a Biblical perspective. What is government’s role? What is the Church’s role? What is the individual Christian’s role in
these issues? What does the Bible have to say about these things? Join us in the
church sanctuary beginning Sunday June 9th from 9:00am
-9:45am.
Missionary Pastor Steve Schumacher: Study & Report
from the Field
Pastor Schumacher and his wife Cynthia will be with us to
share the work the Lord has been doing through them in
Ghana, West Africa on Sunday June 16th from 9:00am9:45am in the church sanctuary.
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O u r

2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9 Y e a r - t o - D a t e
F i n a n c i a l S t a t u s

Cash Flow from 7/31/2018 to 5/22/19

Money owed on Line of Credit

Year-to-date Income

$916,621.71

Beginning Balance 7/31/18

Year-to-date Expense

$897,991.74

Paid on Debt year-to-date

($477,933.92)

Difference (Income - Expense)

$18,629.97

Borrowed year-to-date

$450,100.00

$104,076.27

LOC Renewal Fee
Average 2019 Attendance per Week

229

$80.00

Current Balance as of 5/22/19

A c o l y t e s
Sat June 1 5:00 p.m. Reagyn Baker
Sun June 2 7:45 a.m. Kinsli McCartney
10:00 a.m. Hannah Kaempfe
Sat June 8 5:00 p.m. + Matthew James & Alex Maes
Sun June 9 7:45 a.m. + Reed Creason & Cole Johnson
10:00 a.m. + Nicholas Coffey & Caleb Coffey
Sat June 15 5:00 p.m. Jasmine Merideth
Sun June 16 7:45 a.m. Max Blechle
10:00 a.m. Trentin Eggemeyer
Sat June 22 5:00 p.m. Macy Bert
Sun June 23 7:45 a.m. Noah Homan
10:00 a.m. Zoey Frazer
Sat June 29 5:00 p.m. Konner Schroeder
Sun June 30 7:45 a.m. Aden Runge
10:00 a.m. Alex Williamson

$76,322.35

G r e
Sat June 1 5:00 p.m.
Sun June 2 7:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
Sat June 8 5:00 p.m.
Sun June 9 7:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
Sat June 15 5:00 p.m.
Sun June 16 7:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
Sat June 22 5:00 p.m.
Sun June 23 7:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
Sat June 29 5:00 p.m.
Sun June 30 7:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

e t e r s
Mary Lee Gross
Adrell Kruse
Virginia Rowold
Sandy Colvis
Shirley Roth
Marian Knop
Deb Caraway
Donna Young
Ruby Schirmer
Dorothy Gerberding
Louise Liefer
Amber Cushman
Darlene Genstch
Kathy Sprengel

U s h e r T e a m s
R a d i o A n n o u n c e r &
Sat June 1 5:00 p.m. Volunteer
T e c h n i c i a n s
Sun June 2 7:45 a.m. Dennis Kontz
June 2 Dallas Redeker / Tony Young
10:00 a.m. Gary Eggemeyer
June 9 Amanda Middendorf / Charlie Bargman
Sat June 8 5:00 p.m. Volunteer
June 16 Chris Colvis / Lynn Rickenberg
Sun June 9 7:45 a.m. Ron Rathert
June 23 Chris Urquhart / Bob Platt
10:00 a.m. Rick Casten
June 30 Tim Lochhead / Tony Young
Sat June 15 5:00 p.m. Volunteer
Sun June 16 7:45 a.m. Gary Duensing
F o o d P a n t r y
W e e k e n d
10:00 a.m. Don Stallman
J a n i t o r s
June 4 Mary Webster
Sat June 22 5:00 p.m. Volunteer
June 1/2 Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff
June 11 Richard Pautler
Sun June 23 7:45 a.m. Dennis Kontz
June 8/9 Larry McDonough
June 18 Larry McDonough
10:00 a.m. Gary Eggemeyer June 25 Wanda Dethrow
June 15/16 Dennis Mott
Sat June 29 5:00 p.m. Volunteer
June 22/23 Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske
Sun June 30 7:45 a.m. Ron Rathert
June 29/30 Ron Cushman/ Chris Urquhart
10:00 a.m. Rick Casten
A l t a r G u i l d
June 1 & 15 & 29 Set up for Saturday Night Service Wanda Dethrow
Reset for 7:45 Jim & Rosemary Oetting
June 2 & 16 Take Down after 7:45 Carolyn Colvis, Anne Ebers
June 9 & 23 Set Up for 10:00 Pam Sheely & Larry & Imogene McDonough
C h u r c h E - m a i l
Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com
Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu
Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com

A l u m i n u m C a n s
May 27– June 1 Mike Welge
June 3-8 Larry McDonough
June 10-15 Fred Fricke
June 17-22 Brett Klindworth
June 24-29 Mike Welge

W o r s h i p

S e r v i c e s

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at ksgm980.com
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St. John Lutheran Vacation Bible School
Mark your calendars for our 2019 Vacation Bible School program, “Splash Canyon, Life is full of thrills and spills; we many
not know what's around the bend, but God does! At Splash Canyon, kids discover that, on life's wild ride, Jesus is by our
side. God saves us through Jesus and gives us life and hope everyday and forever.” July 17-19, 2019 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:20
p.m. These special days filled with Bible stories, songs, games, snacks activities, and crafts is open to girls and boys finishing
Pre3-6th grade classes. Helpers must have completed 7th grade.
(Please return form below to the church or school office)
(tear here and keep for your records)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Name _______________________________________________________ Age (on July 17, 2019) ___________
Child must have been 3 years old by September 1, 2018. Child must be potty trained to attend VBS.
What grade are you in now (2018-2019 school year?) (Circle one)
Pre-3

Pre-4

Kindergarten

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

Do you have any food allergies or other medical concerns?___________________________________________
If Yes, please explain:_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Parents’ Names___________________________________________________________________________
Phone # ______________________________________ Alternate # _________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency contact person (s) ________________________________________________________________
Relationship to student_________________________________ Emergency # __________________________
Other siblings also attending:_____________________________________ Grade _______________________
______________________________________ Grade _______________________
Adult/ Older Sibling Helpers (s):________________________________________________________________
I hereby grant the VSB leaders permission to photograph/film the minor designated above for any lawful purpose associated with
this VBS program.
Parent’s Signature:_________________________________________________________________________

St. John Lutheran Church, 302 W Holmes St. Chester, IL Phone: 618-826-3545

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church
302 W. Holmes Street
Chester, Illinois 62233

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Chester, Illinois 62233
Permit #76
Car. R. T. Presort

Return Service Requested
JESUS LOVES:

WWW.STJOHNCHESTER.COM

B i b l e

T r e a s u r e

H u n t :

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.

He t_at h_th k_owl_dge _par_th h_s wo_ds: a_d a m_n of _nde_sta_din_ is o_ an e_cel_ent
_pir_t. Ev_n a f_ol, w_en h_ hol_eth _is p_ace, _s co_nte_ wis_: and _e th_t sh_tte_h hi_ lip_
is e_tee_ed a _an o_ und_rst_ndi_g.
Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:

Let brotherly love continue. Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. Hebrews 13:1-2
N e w F a c i l i t y
The current total in the New Facility Fund is up to $557,761.69. The money is earning interest and with the support
of families who want to see this become a reality, it will continue to grow. Be a part of the future and invest a little
each month, each pay day, or every week. Honor a graduate, your dad, a deceased loved one, or that
special child who you want to see attend school in a new building. Show your appreciation to a
teacher or for the education you received at St. John's with a gift.
C a p p e r s

CAPPERS will meet on Sunday, June 9 at 1:00 p.m. to play cards and have a light meal in the Parish Hall.

