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Luther Encourages Pastors during the Plague 
As a pastor, Martin Luther experienced the Black Plague in all its horror.  When Luther began to 

visit surrounding villages and churches in 1526, he saw deplorable conditions both among the clergy as 

well as among the laypeople.  The following year, Luther wrote to George Spalatin who became the chief 

pastor of Altenburg, 90 miles south of Wittenberg, South of Leipzig.  In July of 1527 there were rumors of 

plague, but they were false.  By August 2nd, the University of Wittenberg had moved to Jena, 100 miles 

SSW of Wittenberg, Southwest of Leipzig.  Luther had recovered from sickness himself and he took in his 

printer Hans Luft for nine days.  On August 19th Luther wrote to Spalatin that, “a pestilence has broken 

out here, but it is rather mild.  Still the fear of men and their flight before it are remarkable.  I have never 

before seen such a marvel of satanic power, so greatly is he terrifying everybody.”  Luther reported that 

no one from his quarter of Wittenberg had died so far, and that, “Hans Luft is up again and has conquered 

the plague.  Many others are also recovering if they use medicine, but many are so ignorant that they 

spurn medicine and so die needlessly.”   

 

Our St. John Lutheran elders are studying Luther’s longer letter to Pastor John Hess in Breslau, 

Silesia (currently Wroclaw, Poland) 220 miles ESE of Wittenberg.  Luther wrote to Pastor Hess in No-

vember after receiving a number of letters requesting his opinion concerning Hess’s situation during the 

plague there.  In this letter Luther emphasizes the importance of one’s vocation.  God calls pastors to 

serve congregations just as He calls other officers of the community to their responsibilities.  Vows, oaths, 

and commissions are all promises meant to bind one to their vocation as husband or wife, mayor or gover-

nor, president or platoon leader.  Various afflictions and trials test those who make promises.  Our Lord 

Jesus not only promises to be with us always, but seals His promise with His own blood.  I pray that God 

will strengthen your faith and confidence in Him as we continue to live through affliction in this life.   

–Pr. Massey 

 

Doxology: A Lutheran Center for Spiritual Care and Counsel 
Doxology (DOX) is a recognized service organization (RSO) of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod.  DOX offers advance study retreats to strengthen pastors in their shepherding of souls entrusted to 

their care.  It provides pastors with a unique study and renewal experience, rooted in the classic art of the 

care of souls informed by the insights of contemporary Christian psychology.  The purpose of DOX is to 

provide training, mentoring, and consultation services for pastors seeking to enhance their ability to help 

people struggling with the ever increasing personal, family, and social complexities of contemporary life.  

(www.doxology.us/us/) 

 

As I finished Post-Seminary Applied Learning and Support (PALS) last year, I applied for a grant 

which paid half of the cost of registration ($2200).  I proposed to our tri-circuit pastors that I visit their 

congregations to explain the training and how, once trained, I may be able to share such insights with 

other pastors in our three circuits.  I appreciate your prayers and support in this endeavor.   

–Pr. Massey 
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Missing Members, changed address? 

According to our congregational constitution, if a member’s “whereabouts are unknown and cannot 

be established within a period of one (1) year” we may call off the search for them and continue serving 

those who are our known neighbors.  Please help us find our members! 

March 2020-2021   May 2020-2021   
John Knop    Lindsay Hammel   

Dawn Kueker 

Brent Anthony Lee   July 2020-2021 

Kristel Rinne    Erin Stauffer (nee Carter) 

Lawrence Shane Rock 

Angie Smucker (nee Young)  March 2021-2021 

Angela Valleroy   Devin Valleroy 

Amber Vervslle   Anastasia Valleroy 
Robert Walker    Emma Valleroy 

Leanna Weaver 

Miranda Weinken 
 

Vacation Bible School 
   
        “Arise! Shine! Your light has come:  The LORD’s glory has shone upon you!”  (Isaiah 60:1) 

          

Plans are underway for 2021 “Discovery on Adventure Island.”   Kids who are 3 years old through 

those currently in 6th grade are invited.  There will be colorful scenery, active games, interesting sci-

ence experiments, crafts and snacks to create, fun music, and meaningful devotions.   

 

More information will follow as planning has just begun.  Many volunteers- students in 

grades 7 and up, as well as adults- will be needed. 

 

Mark your calendars for the evenings of July 7, 8, & 9 with closing worship on Sat. 

July 10.  Tell your friends! 

 

Help decorate the church for Easter  
Place a lily in the sanctuary to honor someone special.  After the Season, you can take the lily home and 

plant it.  Lilies are $15.  Order your lily by calling the church office. 

The Call and Answer to Continue in Christian Charity 

Thank you for your continued faithfulness and generosity during this difficult time.  We praise God that so 

many have continued to send or bring tithes and offerings to the office for continued ministry of Christ 

through St. John.   

  

Some of you may be experiencing a difficult financial strain due to circumstances beyond your control.  We 

understand if you cannot give as you normally do.   

  

For those who continue to work and get paid we appreciate your continued support of the mission of Christ 

at St. John.  As additional blessings come your way in the form of government stimulus checks, tax refunds, 

etc., your prayerful consideration toward the work of St. John Lutheran Church and School is greatly appre-

ciated.  The Wall Fund and other areas of need could be well supplied by your generosity.        
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    Lenten Almsgiving 2021: Foreign and Domestic 

For almsgiving this year, our Stewardship Committee agreed to focus our efforts on either Lutheran Education 

in the U.S. or Lutheran Foreign Missions.  In our own Southern Illinois District, the Unity Lutheran School of East St. 

Louis has been teaching children of Jesus since 2003.  Even during the pandemic, this school has continued meeting in 

person while following the guidance of the Center for Disease Control Agency (CDC).  Also during this time, foreign 

missionaries have had to adjust their routines as well.  Missionary Erin MacKenzie visited St. John Lutheran in Chester 

in 2018 and then began her service in the Dominican Republic.  Please consider giving to one or both of these worthy 

causes as we return to the Lord this Lenten season. 
 

In East St. Louis, two-thirds of children live in poverty and the unemployment rate is almost twice the national 

rate.  Among these conditions, Hope Lutheran Church of Granite City started this private Lutheran School with only 

three students.  Today, the Unity Lutheran School of East St. Louis has about 140 students with grades Pre-K3 through 

Eighth.  They have 11 highly qualified and mission minded educators.  They also encourage the parents of their stu-

dents to catch the vision and be involved with their education.  You can learn more about their school and programs 

through their website: unityesl.org or their Facebook page: facebook.com/Unity-Lutheran-Christian-Elementary-School

-250892058668/ 
 

Erin Mackenzie was born in St. Louis and her home congregation is still at St. Paul’s Lutheran in Des Peres, 

MO.  She graduated from Drury University in Springfield, MO with a bachelor’s degree in Spanish.  Before becoming a 

missionary abroad, she worked for Concordia Publishing House and served as a missionary at Ysleta Lutheran Mission 

Human Care in El Paso, TX.  As a missionary in the Dominican Republic, Erin coordinates short-term strategy between 

missionaries and local partners.  She develops policies and priorities for short-term mission teams and assists in place-

ment and support of volunteer missionaries.  You can learn more about Erin at her giving page at lcms.org/Mackenzie 

S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

Hudson Taylor, a Nineteenth Century British missionary to China, is reported to have said, “God’s work, done in God’s 

way, will not lack God’s supply.” To know God’s way, we need to know His Holy Word. Or to say it another way: you 

need to know your Bible. 
 

St. Paul, before he spends two chapters on giving, wrote that every thought is to be taken captive to the obedience of 

Christ (2 Cor 10:5). Doctrine matters. And doctrine matters because the Scriptures matter. And the Scriptures matter 

because this is where we learn the teaching of Christ. Our thoughts must be brought into line with the teaching of Scrip-

ture so that our work is what God wants done and so that we do this work in His way. 
 

A good tree bears good fruit. A bad tree bears bad fruit. We have been made good trees in holy baptism. We are fertil-

ized and pruned for bearing good fruit by constantly hearing God’s Word preached and taught in sermon and Bible 

Class and in receiving the life-giving, faith-sustaining food of the Lord’s Supper. Remember your doctrine, hold on to 

the Lord’s teaching, and your thoughts will be taken captive to the obedience of Christ. 
 

Bringing every thought captive to the obedience of Christ is recognizing that God does provide. The Lord’s Prayer 

teaches us to pray for daily bread. Praying this day in and day out reminds us that the Lord is the giver of our daily 

bread, and that we are to give thanks for His daily provision of it.  God is rarely early and never late in His work, as 

Abraham learned on the mount of the Lord it will be provided. The Lord’s generosity forms our generosity in return. 
 

Thus, we set aside for the work of God a generous, first-fruits, proportion of the daily bread that God has given to us. 

This act of trust in the Lord’s provision is the working out of our faith in Him. When budgetary discussions pop up our 

natural reaction is to point fingers.  But remember your doctrine, and what your mother taught about pointing fingers. 

Our first natural reaction is not always right. In fact, when our thoughts are brought into captivity of Christ, our first 

reaction should be repentance. It should raise questions in our own lives. As good trees in Christ who are to bear good 

fruit, we should ask whether our thoughts have been taken captive by obedience to Christ.  Have we given generously? 

Have we given our first-fruits? You know. And God knows. “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the 

whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him” (2 Chron 16:9). 
 

God will provide. He always has and He always will. He gives His meat in due season. He has not left you as orphans 

but has grafted you into His own family. You belong to Him. Remember this, letting this thought dwell in you richly. 

And you will then be rich toward others.  
 

Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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Lent Midweek Schedule 
 

 Lent Midweek Services Wednesdays February 24-March 24:    

 12:00pm Service of Prayer and Preaching  No reservation necessary. 

 7:00pm (radio LIVE at 7:00pm) Please, reserve your spot.  
 

 

Special Announcement:  Holy Week & Easter Sunday Schedule 

After much discussion with between the pastors and elders of the congregation the Holy Week and Easter Sunday 

worship schedule will be a bit different this year.   

 

Holy Week: We will have a mid-day service each day Monday through Friday of Holy Week.  However, every mid-

day service will be at a consistent time of 12:00pm/noon in order to avoid confusion with these service times.  Also, 

please note: The Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday mid-day services will be the traditional brief 25 minute service 

with a guest preacher.  The Thursday noon service will be a full Divine Service with Holy Communion.  The Friday 

noon service will be a full Tenebrae service featuring the full Passion reading.  We are doing this to allow for more 

people to attend these sacred days without compromising our COVID-19 safety protocols. 
 

Easter Sunday: We will be offering 3 Easter Sunday services.  That is not outside the norm for St. John.  However, 

the times will be adjusted this year.  Several factors contributed to this decision. These factors ranged from the 

time of the actual sunrise (6:40am), the reality that there will not be a breakfast, and the goal of making worship 

accessible as possible for as many people as possible.  Please, note the 2021 Easter Sunday schedule below. 

 

2021 Holy Week & Easter Schedule 
 

Palm Sunday Weekend 

 Saturday 5:00 p.m. (Full) 

 Saturday 6:30 p.m. 

 Sunday 7:45 a.m. 

 Sunday 10:00 a.m. 8th grade confirmation (Full– Confirmation families have spots reserved) 

Holy Week Monday—12:00-12:25pm  No reservation necessary. 

 Holy Week Tuesday—12:00-12:25pm  No reservation necessary. 

  Holy Week Wednesday—12:00-12:25pm  No reservation necessary. 

 Maundy Thursday—12:00pm Divine Service with Holy Communion,    

                                                       No reservation necessary.    

                                       7:00pm Divine Service with Holy Communion,    

                                                    Please, reserve your spot. 
 

 Good Friday—12:00pm Tenebrae, No reservation necessary.    

                               7:00pm  Tenebrae  Please, reserve your spot. 

 Saturday—No Service!                               

 Easter Sunday—6:30am  Sunrise Service with Holy Communion  

                                               No reservation necessary.    

                                 8:30am  Divine Service with Holy Communion      

                                               Please, reserve your spot. 

                                 10:00am  Divine Service with Holy Communion      

                                                Please, reserve your spot. 
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Monthly board and organization updates 
Elders 

The Board of Elders discussed and approved the following changes to the services for Lent and Easter Sunday:  

 

There will be 2 Lenten Wednesday services, at 12 noon and 7 p.m. Noon services will not require reservations, please 

call for a reservation for the 7p.m. service.  

 

Holy Week services will not require reservations for the noon services, will continue with the visiting Pastors.  

 

Easter morning services have changed for this year. Sunrise service will be at 6:30a.m., 2nd service at 8:30 a.m., and 

the normal 10 a.m. service. Changes were allowed because of no Easter Breakfast. Covid has prevented our Youth 

group from serving this again this year.  

 

Regarding Palm Sunday: Pastor Sims is asking for anyone who has a normal 10a.m. service reservation but no relatives 

being confirmed to please consider a different service to attend in order to get as many as possible in for those who have 

relatives coming in for Confirmation.  

 
 

LWML 

LWML met Monday, Feb 22nd.  The discussion topics included Holy Week services, the Spring Renewal coming up on 

April 18, the convention to be held in Lexington, KY. 

Memorial Hospital donated 18 chairs for use in the LWML room. Due to the small number in attendance, new business 

will be discussed at the next meeting. 

Members please mark your calendar and plan to attend on March 22nd 
 

Trustees 

Bids are being reviewed for the retaining wall.  

 

Keifer Plastering, Perryville, is repairing Narthex. Cost is $4,867.00 

 

Church Office’s heat exchanger had cracks, and units are 25+ years old. New furnace and air conditioner, 4 SEER 

(seasonal energy efficiency ratio), is being installed at cost of $6,600. 

 

To prevent another unfortunate cancellation of school because of no heat, the Trustees will authorize the lead janitor to 

contact the company qualified for repair when malfunction is first noticed. This authorization only applies to any mal-

function of the school’s boiler. Assurance was given that the boiler is safe and that parts for the repair are still available. 

 

Trustees are reviewing a cost comparison from two full-time janitors in lieu of 1 full time janitor and multiple parttime 

janitors. Decision expected by next meeting. 

 

 

Thank you 
Thank you to all those who supported the Youth group at the drive thru dinner on Valentines’ day.   
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Wed Mar 3 7:00 p.m. Bryce Williams 

Sat Mar 6   5:00 p.m.  Jadyn West 

Sun Mar 7  7:45 a.m.  Macy Bert 

                 10:00 a.m.  Reed Creason 

Wed Mar 10 7:00 p.m. Kale Sprengel 

Sat Mar 13  5:00 p.m.  Evan Dunning 

Sun Mar 14 7:45 a.m.  Isac Smith 

    10:00 a.m.  Grace Irose 

Wed Mar 17 7:00 p.m. Jackson Scanlan 

Sat Mar 20  5:00 p.m.  Jenna Bushohl 

Sun Mar 21 7:45 a.m.  Mallorie Homan 

     10:00 a.m.  Morgan Miers 

Wed Mar 24 7:00 p.m. Evan Dunning 

Sat Mar 27 5:00 p.m.  + Treyton McCarteny & Avery Hasemeyer 

Sun Mar 28 7:45 a.m. +Isac Smith & Macy Bert 

     10:00 a.m.  + Reagan Sims & Isaac Sims 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat Mar 6      5:00 p.m.     Vicki Search 

Sun Mar 7     7:45 a.m.     Gennine Westerman 

       10:00 a.m.      

Sat Feb 13     5:00 p.m.    Marian Knop 

Sun Feb 14    7:45 a.m.     

       10:00 a.m.     

Sat Mar 20     5:00 p.m.   Ruby Schirmer  

Sun Mar 21    7:45 a.m.     

       10:00 a.m.    Diane Kelkhoff 

Sat Mar 27     5:00 p.m.    Amber Cushman 

Sun Mar 28    7:45 a.m.    Sandy Colvis 

       10:00 a.m.    Ardell Kruse 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

Mar 4  Gary Kelkhoff 

Mar 6/7  Larry McDonough 

Mar 10  Dennis Mott 

Mar 13/14 Dennis Mott 

Mar 17  Lisa Meade  

Mar 20/21 Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

Mar 24  Ryan Petrowske 

Mar 27/28 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Wed Mar 3     7:00 p.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat Mar 6       5:00 p.m.   Tim Hardy 

Sun Mar 7      7:45 a.m.   Gary Duensing 

       10:00 a.m.    Don Stallman 

Wed Mar 10  7:00 p.m.    Dennis Kontz 

Sat Mar 13     5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Mar 14    7:45 a.m.    Dennis Kontz 

        10:00 a.m.   Gary Eggemeyer 

Wed Mar 17   7:00 p.m.   Don Stallman 

Sat Mar 20     5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Mar 21    7:45 a.m.    Ron Rathert 

       10:00 a.m.    Rick Casten 

Wed Mar 24  7:00 p.m.    Gary Duensing 

Sat Mar 27     5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Mar 28    7:45 a.m.    Gary Duensing 

       10:00 a.m.     Don Stallman 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at 

ksgm980.com  

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

Mar 3 Amanda Middenorf / Bob Platt 

Mar 7 & 10 Jason Coffey / Charlie Bargman 

Mar 14 & 17 Brett Klindworth / Dave Verseman 

Mar 21 & 24 Mardell Granger & Tony Young 

Mar 28 Bob Platt / Chris Urquhart 
A l u m i n u m  

C a n s  

Mar 1-6 Steve Stallman 

Mar 8-13 Larry McDonough 

Mar 15-20 Fred Fricke 

Mar 22-27 Brett Klindowrth 

Mar 29-April 3 Steve Stallman 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

Mar 2 Larry McDonough 

Mar 9 Shirley Roth 

Mar 16 Chris Urquhart 

Mar 23 Rosemary Oetting 

Mar 30 Doris Knoke 

O u r  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2020 to  3/1/2021  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $684,920.05      Beginning Balance 7/31/20                $25,000.00 

Year-to-date Expense                    $706,054.56  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($63,500.00)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($21,134.51)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $33,500.00 

       Current Balance as of   3/1/2021             $0.00  
 

Average 2021 Attendance per Week    132                       LOC Renewal Fee                                    $90.00  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:krovey@sjshornets.com
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Return Service Requested 

                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

He th_t des_iset_ his n_ighb_r sin_eth: b_t he t_at ha_h mer_y on t_e poo_, happ_ is he. _o 

the_ not e_r tha_ devi_e evi_? But m_rcy a_d tru_h sha_l be t_ them _hat d_vise _ood.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of my 

people recovered? Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day 

and night for the slain of the daughter of my people! Jeremiah 8:22-9:1 

 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

 

The new total for the New Facility Fund is $573,772.77  If you have a child or grandchild in our school, a fam-

ily member or neighbor who is thinking about sending children to St. John, or just committed to this project, help 

keep this fund growing.  You can contribute your extra change, money you saved using coupons, 

tax refunds, or a percentage of your earnings.   


