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1522, Luther Returns from Exile and Preaches 
Two of Luther’s fellow Augustinian friars, Andreas Karlstadt and Gabriel Zwilling continued to 

promote reformation while Luther was hidden in the Wartburg.  Karlstadt’s many changes at the Christmas Day 

divine service and Zwilling’s destruction of altars and images in January 1522 spread iconoclasm and the image 

that reformation was little more than anarchy.  Iconoclasm is the destruction of icons, sculptures, and religious 

art, based on a misunderstanding of the First Commandment.  This destruction would continue across Europe 

for decades to come.  The territorial elector, Frederick the Wise, invited consideration for changes and use of 

icons or art in church, but he did not want cities to make their own separate rulings.   

 

Meanwhile, unintended consequences of Karlstadt’s changes in the divine service and Zwilling’s 

destruction of images spread.  While Zwilling repented of his errors and supported Luther’s more conservative 

reform, Karlstadt led the town council of Wittenberg to make it municipal policy to forbid begging and reform 

church services to be conducted in the way he did.  Karlstadt did not elevate the host or wear a white alb, spoke 

German, offered wine to the laity, and preached that images be removed from churches and that priests marry as 

he did in January 1522.  Although Wittenberg was home to a new University, it could not handle such abrupt 

changes because too many people considered such changes to be rebellion.  It encouraged heretics and radicals 

to seek Wittenberg as a place for their own religious innovations. 

 

Wittenberg decided to invite Luther back to help calm the situation.  Luther considered their call to 

return as a call from God and informed elector Frederick.  Frederick feared for Luther’s safety and lamented 

that he felt he had not done enough, but Luther replied:  

I would have you know that I come to Wittenberg with a higher protection than that of Your 

Grace…This is not a case for the sword but for God, and since you are weak in the faith you 

cannot protect me.  You ask what you should do, and think you have done too little.  I say you 

have done too much, and you should do nothing but leave it to God…If you leave the door open, 

that is enough. (Bainton, 164)   

 

Luther intended to restore order and faith in the gifts of God’s church.  He preached patience, charity, 

and consideration of the weak beginning with the first sermon of the Lenten season, Invocavit: to invoke or 

summon.  Luther preached every day during that first full week of Lent from Invocavit Sunday to Reminiscene 

Sunday, which comes from Psalm 25:6, “Remember, O Lord, Thy tender mercies.” 

   

Luther’s sermons brought his congregation together and reminded them of their unchanging faith in God 

when too many changes were causing doubt.  In his first sermon, Luther reminded them that death comes to all, 

but Christ is our salvation and eternal life.  He reproved them for failing to show love and be patient with their 

weaker brethren.  Scriptural knowledge is powerful, but to properly preach and teach the truth takes wisdom 

and care.  In the second sermon, Luther made the distinction between faith, which is necessary and love, which 

is a matter of choice.  Faith submits to God’s Word without exception, knowing how it applies at different times 

for training in righteousness.  The works and love that come from this faith, its resulting fruit, comes freely by 

God’s power, not by force or law.  Thus Luther preached against Wittenberg’s recent policies that Karlstadt 

promoted.  Luther preached to change hearts and minds by God’s Word and the Holy Spirit so that all may have 

one mind about what is right and wrong.       (Continued on Page 2) 
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In his third and fourth sermons, Luther took the examples of marriage, art, music, and foods as free 

expressions of one’s faith and the gifts of God.  God’s gift of desire for marriage is well ruled by the Sixth 

Commandment.  However, the Pope’s tradition of not allowing priests, monks, or nuns to marry was against 

God’s will as Paul stated in 1
st
 Timothy 4:2-3, “through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared, 

who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving by 

those who believe and know the truth.”  Images, sculptures, and music in churches is also a matter of freedom.  

Just because they are misused does not mean they should be destroyed or cast out.  The source of sin is within 

mankind, so with that reasoning comes self-destruction. 

 

Luther’s fifth and sixth sermons addressed the taking of both kinds (bread and wine) of the Sacrament 

and how one takes it (with hand or directly in the mouth).  It was another rule of the Roman Popes that only 

priests should take the wine while all may take the bread.  Because the people’s consciences were still frail and 

fearful, Luther did not press this point directly.  Luther instead pointed out that Wittenberg should not make a 

law for it, just as it should not legislate whether one takes the bread with the hand or directly into one’s mouth.  

This is not a matter of conscience, and no law should attempt to force people one way or the other.  Focus on 

these trivialities distracts from matters that are more important. 

 

Luther’s final seventh and eighth sermons completed his discussion of the Sacrament with who is 

worthy to partake of it and he ended with confession and absolution.  Christian faith includes the fear of death 

and hell for this is what all sinners deserve.  This is a repentant faith that realizes one’s unworthiness and 

paradoxically makes one worthy through receiving the faith and forgiveness God gives by grace.  These great 

gifts are the source of Christian love.  Almost as in our own time, confession fell into disuse just as men avoid 

condemning themselves.  This should not be commanded or by compulsion, but allowed for the great comfort it 

gives.  For God gives absolution in many ways: (1) through the spoken Gospel, (2) the Lord’s Prayer, (3) 

Baptism, (4) private absolution after confession, and finally (5) in the blessed Sacrament. 

--Pastor Justin Massey 

 

 

Missing Members, changed address? 

According to our congregational constitution, if a member’s “whereabouts are unknown and cannot be 

established within a period of one (1) year” we may call off the search for them and continue serving those who 

are our known neighbors.  Please help us find our members! 

 

November 2021-2022 
Victoria Brown 

Brittany Eyman (maiden name), Holley  

Cassandra Mehrer  

Debra Welge 
 

September 2022-2023 
Jerre Atchison  

Hunter Masterson (father was Underwood) 

 
November 2022-2023 
Stacey Coffey 

Jessica Lohman 
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Election November 8th — Don’t Forget to Vote 
Samuel Adams, one of the courageous men who signed the Declaration of Independence, once said. "Let each citizen 

remember, at the moment he is offering his vote, that he is not making a present or a compliment to please an individual--

or at least that he ought not so to do; but that he is executing one of the most solemn trusts in human society, for which he 

is accountable to God and his country." 

 

All elections are important. Study the facts and the candidates and be informed. It is always important for Christians to let 

their conscience be guided by God’s word and Spirit. Your Christian faith should influence your vote as we vote for the 

sake of our neighbor.  Yet, that doesn’t mean we’ll all vote the same way.  So, vote for your neighbor and respect your 

neighbor’s vote.   

 

Early voting is available at the Randolph County court house Monday-Friday from 8-4 through Nov. 7.  It is also 

available on Sat. Nov. 5 from 8-noon.   
 

 

November 20th Voters’ Assembly 
At the November Voters’ Assembly Don Stallman will address the congregation regarding the status of a recent New 

Facility Meeting. 

New Study for Women 
 

A new Women’s Bible study will begin on November 14.  It will meet weekly in the church sanctuary to read 

and discuss “The God of All Comfort,” a book by Donna Pyle Snow.  Donna writes, “Life is hard.  Really hard 

for some of us.  We suffer, we grow discouraged, we struggle with sin.  But when we view our suffering from 

the balcony of faith, we rest in the assurance that God never leaves us unloved or uncared for.  His hope is a 

beacon of comfort.”  The study group will meet on Mondays at 1:30 p.m.  Anyone interested in this study 

please contact Myrna Campbell at 618-615-7178 
 

 

D i n n e r  A u c t i o n  

 Our live auction will be held on Saturday, November 5! We hope that you will consider 

partnering with us in continuing to provide a quality, Christian education to our children. All 

monies raised will directly benefit the school through the purchase of items such as 

textbooks, technology improvements, and necessary classroom items.  

  

 

Boards Monthly Updates 
Elders 
Pastor Sims reported that at the Circuit Forum meeting held on 9/25  Brett Klindworth was elected as our Lay Delegate 

for Circuits 9 & 11.  He will represent our congregations at the Synodical Convention in 2023. We thank Mr. Klindworth 

for his continued service to the members at St. John, Chester. 

  

Both Pastors continue to serve at Wine Hill /West Point churches, Pastor Sims continues to meet with them in preparation 

of a Call as he is the Circuit Visitor 

 

Both of our Pastors also continue to reach out to our delinquent members with visits. Pastor Massey prefers to do so with 

the help of the elders when we can. Pastor Massey also suggested we try to reach out to our members that may not have 

returned since the COVID outbreak. The elders received names of members that may have not attended lately because of 

this and are reaching out to them to invite them back to worship.  

 

Discussion was held on bringing back the coffee and snacks. The elders agreed to this as it does help in fellowship and 

may actually bring a few more folks in early for the 9am Bible study. At this point, 3 couples take care of this. If you 

would like to help with this let Gary or Marilyn, Dr. Steve or Diane or Richard or Brenda know, and we will be able to fill 

you in on this. 



Page | 4  

 

 

Since the school is closed on Veteran's Day, the elders agreed to close the church office that day as well. A couple of 

office workers have scheduled a day off so there will be no one in the office that day. 

 

The November Elders meeting has been moved to Monday the 7th because of election day on the 8th.  

 

Our next voters meeting is the 3rd Sunday of November. Please plan to attend, if possible, it is right after the 11a service. 

 

And please continue to pray for our church, school, our Pastors, teachers, principal, secretaries, and all of our other church 

workers. 
 

Stewardship  

Pastor suggested some slight edits on the Guidelines for the Board of Stewardship.   

It was suggested to create a manual of projects the board leads 

We are working on matching up some students who do not have a Baptism Buddy. 

A Thrivent card has been obtained to help with the cost of the Nursery Roll packets from Concordia Publishing House. 

 

LWML and YOU 
 

 Some of you may not know that LWML is a national organization of Lutheran Women with local groups all 

across the US, from Montana to Louisiana and from Oregon to South Carolina.  It was founded in St. Louis in 1942.  This 

year (in 2022) the national organization is celebrating its 80
th
 Anniversary.  You may have heard or read, “What’s your 

80?” It’s a way for LWML members to ask each other what special projects they are doing to celebrate LWML’s 80
th
 

Anniversary.  At St. John we’ve done a number of projects and many of you have helped us.  We’ve tacked 80 lap robes 

for Lutheran World Relief to keep people warm, we’ve marked 80 Bibles for prison ministry to share the good news about 

Jesus, and we’ve shipped over 800 medicine bottles to Matthew 25 Ministries.  We have more projects planned through 

April 2023, because in April 2023 our St. John LWML celebrates its 80
th
 Anniversary! 

 

The purpose of LWML at all levels is succinctly stated this way, “As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully 

proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others.”  How do we do this at St. John? 

The list is long, so I’ll just hit some highlights!   

 

One way is by collecting our mission mites each month.  The word “mite” is taken from the King James version 

of Mark 12:42, “Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites.”  A mite was a small copper coin issued by Rome 

that was worth very little.  But when we collect our coins and contributions, together they add up to so much more!  You 

help when you put your donation in the mite box in the narthex. Thank you for doing that.  Just a month ago our Southern 

Illinois District LWML approved 13 mission grants totaling $67,000. They include support for Unity Lutheran Christian 

Elementary School in East St. Louis, four Braille Centers in southern Illinois including Chester’s, Camp Wartburg’s camp 

for people with disabilities, and scholarships for seminary students from southern Illinois. 

 

The mission St. John LWML supports the most by far is our own St. John Lutheran Church and School. 

 

You are already aware of our rummage sales twice a year.  While these are fundraisers, they are also a service to 

our community.  People who come tell us they look forward to ours because it’s the best, our things are really nice, they 

get so much for their money.  I’m very happy LWML has provided this service for so many years and plans to continue. 

 

In closing I want to thank all of you who have worked alongside LWML even though you aren’t members.  You 

have helped with quilting and tacking, with rummage sales, and with funeral dinners. Many of you have spent hours 

making cookies and coffeecakes.  Whatever your part, please know we appreciate every one of you!  Thank you!  Thank 

you for joining us in proclaiming Christ, supporting missions, and honoring God by serving others. 

 

Myrna Campbell 

St. John LWML President 
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*Advent, Christmas, other Holiday Worship and activities at St. John...   
 

 

               God’s Advent Through  

                        the Jesse Tree   
Wed. 11/30  Advent Midweek 1   

  4:00 p.m.  Advent Service of Evening Prayer (+) 

  5:00pm-6:30pm  Soup & Sandwich Supper     

  7:00 p.m.  Advent Service of Evening Prayer  
 

Sat.12/3      9:00 a.m.  Christmas Bazaar  
 

Wed. 12/7  Advent Midweek 2     

  4:00 p.m.  Advent Service of Evening Prayer (+)                                                                      

  5:00pm-6:30pm  Soup & Sandwich Supper  

  7:00 p.m.  Advent Service of Evening Prayer                                                                                                            
 

Sun.12/11   5:00pm  Preschool Christmas Program                                                           

             6:00pm  Lower Grades Christmas Program                                                    

     7:00 p.m.  Upper Grades Christmas Program                                                   Isaiah 11:1              

Wed.12/14  5:00pm-6:30pm  Soup & Sandwich Supper  

     7:00 p.m.  Adult Choir Christmas Cantata:  “Love Made a Way” 
     

Wed. 12/21  Advent Midweek 3     

  4:00 p.m.  Advent Service of Evening Prayer (+) 

  5:00pm-6:30pm  Soup & Sandwich Supper     

  7:00 p.m.  Advent Service of Evening Prayer  
 

    Christmas: The Nativity of our Lord 
Sat. 12/24  5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Service of Readings & Carols     

                11:00 p.m.   Christmas Eve Candlelight Service   
Sun. 12/25  10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Divine Service   
 

The Circumcision and Naming of our Lord 

Sat. 12/31  5:00 p.m.  Divine Service   

Sun. 1/1         10:00 a.m. Divine Service    
         (No 7:45 a.m. service)  
 

The Epiphany of our Lord 

Sat. 1/7  5:00 p.m.  Divine Service   

Sun. 1/8         7:45 a.m.  Divine Service    

       10:00 a.m.  Divine Service    
 

*- No Christmas schedule postcards will be mailed this year. Please, save this information.  

+- These services will be a Capella (no organ accompaniment). 
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  
 

What Makes for a Cheerful Giver? 
 

St. Paul wrote to Church of Christ in Corinth: “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). God loves a cheerful giver. But 

who is a cheerful giver? 

 

Abel was. By faith, he gave the firstborn of his flock, and it was acceptable in God’s sight. Abraham was. By 

faith, he prepared cakes and a tender choice calf for God and entertained angels unaware. So also were David 

and Solomon. By faith, David would not make a sacrifice to God that cost him nothing, so he paid Araunah his 

due. By faith, Solomon built a house for God, where his name would dwell and thereby where He would dwell 

to be Israel’s God and they His people. 

 

What more shall we say? For time would fail us to tell of all those who gave not simply for the joy of giving but 

for the joy of knowing the One to whom they gave. 

 

So also our Lord, who for the joy set before Him, gave everything – yes, even His life – enduring the cross and 

scorning its shame. He gave to the shedding of His blood, willingly and resolutely setting His face toward 

Jerusalem to die for the life of the world. Though He was rich in every way, He became poor, so that by His 

poverty, we might be rich beyond measure. 

 

So then, let us like Abel and Abraham, like David and Solomon, and even like our Lord Jesus Christ, give 

cheerfully to God for the work of His kingdom in our midst. Like them, let us decide in our heart for the joy set 

before us. It’s the joy of knowing the One to whom we give is the One who gives us all good things. 
 

 – LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship  

 
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  

 

   

 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry


Page | 7  

 

Special Services coming up at St. John... 

 
 

Feast of All Saints 

November 5
th

 at 5pm &  

November 6
th

 at 7:45am & 10am 

 Not a re-funeral service, but a celebration  

of Christ’s victory over death and the grave  

and remembrance of the faithfully departed of St. John. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Service  

November 24
th

 at 9:00 a.m.  
(No radio broadcast)  
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F i n a n c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n   
If you would like updated financial information please email Kelly at secretary@stjohnchester.com or call the 
church office at 618-826-3545. 
 
 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat  Nov 5 5:00 p.m. + Grace Irose & Preston Abell 

Sun Nov 6 7:45 a.m. + Levi Caldwell & Addison Coffey 

     10:00 a.m. + Charlie Dethrow & Billy Dethrow 

Sat Nov 12  5:00 p.m.  Kenndy Nortin & Jackson Scalan 

Sun Nov13   7:45 a.m. Hoyt Walls 

      10:00 a.m.   Kael Sprengel 

Sat Nov 19   5:00 p.m. Avery Hasemeyer 

Sun Nov 20  7:45 a.m. Duncan Bargman 

        10:00 a.m. Logan Durham 

Thanksgiving Nov 24 9:00 a.m. Trey McCartney 

Sat Nov 26   5:00 p.m. Jenna Buskohl 

Sun Nov 27  7:45 a.m. Hoyt Walls 

        10:00 a.m. Jack Luthy 

Wed Nov 30 7:00 p.m. Trevin Eggemeyer 
 

W e e k e n d  J a n i t o r s  

Nov 5/6 Lisa Meade  / Ryan Petrowske 

 Nov 12/13 Ron Cushman  / Chris Urquhart 

Nov 19/20 Lisa Meade 

Nov 24 Gary Kelhoff 

Nov 26/27 Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

Nov 30 Ryan Petrowske 
  

R a d i o  A n n o u n c e r s /  

    T e c h n i c i a n s  

Nov 6 Bob Platt / Jason Coffey 

Nov 13 Brett Klindworth / Charlie Bargman 

Nov 20 Mardell Granger / Dave Verseman 

Nov 27 Chris Urquhart / Tony Young 

Nov 30 Chris Urquhart /  

 
F o o d  P a n t r y  

Nov 1 Deb Caraway 

Nov 8 Reuel Smith 

Nov 15 Louise McAdams 

Nov 22 Richard Pautler 

Nov 29 Wanda Dethrow 
 

W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s  

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. Sunday 

Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at 

ksgm980.com  
 

 

 

C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n  

Church Office, 302 W. Holmes, Chester, Il 62233 

Phone 618-826-3545           

Internet Address  www.stjohnchester.com 
 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat  Nov 5 5:00 p.m. Ruby Schirmer 

Sun Nov 6 7:45 a.m. Elaine Kattenbraker 

     10:00 a.m. Susan McClure 

Sat Nov 12  5:00 p.m.  Amber Cushman 

Sun Nov13   7:45 a.m. Collette Powley 

        10:00 a.m. Mary Stallman 

Sat Nov 19   5:00 p.m. Virginia Rowold 

Sun Nov 20  7:45 a.m. Mary Loos 

        10:00 a.m. Diane Kelkhoff 

Sat Nov 26   5:00 p.m. Janice Dettmer 

Sun Nov 27  7:45 a.m. Barb McCormick 

        10:00 a.m. Adrell Kruse 
 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

 Sat  Nov 5 5:00 p.m. Don Stallman 

Sun Nov 6 7:45 a.m. Gary Duensing 

     10:00 a.m. Steve Stallman 

Sat Nov 12  5:00 p.m.  Don Stallman 

Sun Nov13   7:45 a.m. Dennis Kontz 

        10:00 a.m. Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat Nov 19   5:00 p.m. Don Stallman 

Sun Nov 20  7:45 a.m. Ron Rathert 

        10:00 a.m. Rick Casten 

Thur. Nov 24 9:00 a.m. Gary Duensing 

Sat Nov 26   5:00 p.m. Don Stallman 

Sun Nov 27  7:45 a.m. Gary Duensing 

        10:00 a.m. Steve Stallman 
 

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

Oct 31 – Nov 5 Fred Fricke 

Nov 7- 12 Larry McDonough 

Nov 14-19 Brett Klindworth 

Nov 21- 26 Steve Stallman 

Nov 28- Dec 3 Fred Fricke 
 

C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

  

mailto:secretary@stjohnchester.com
http://www.stjohnchester.com/
mailto:krovey@sjshornets.com
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B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

The_ the _en o_ Isr_el s_id u_to G_deo_, Rul_ tho_ ove_ us, b_th t_ou, a_d th_ son, _nd t_y so_'s so_ als_: for 

_hou _ast _eli_ere_ us f_om t_e ha_d of _idi_n. An_ Gid_on s_id u_to t_em, I _ill _ot r_le o_er y_u, ne_the_ 

sha_l my _on r_le o_er y_u: th_ Lor_ sha_l ru_e ov_r yo_. 

A n s w e r  t o  l a s t  m o n t h ’ s  B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

 

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or 

a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and 

though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. I Corinthians 

13:1-2 

 

N E W   F A C I L I T Y 

  

 We are thankful this Thanksgiving season for all the donations we have received. One way you can 

show your thankfulness to God during this Thanksgiving season is with a donation to the New Facility Fund.  

Many people share the dream of a new school for our children as evidenced by the growing of this account.  

The latest total is $630,246.55.  Be a part of the future.  
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