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S T .  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Epistle 
October  Volume 2021 Issue  10 

The Continuing Reformation—  
 

An Eternal Gospel to Proclaim! 
 
This is, of course, the month we celebrate the Lutheran Reformation.  Why do we continue to celebrate this 
post-biblical event that occurred over 500 years ago?  Is it merely because we like beer and bratwurst and 
we are a church that still bears the name Luther?  I must confess: I certainly like beer and brats, and I 
praise God for the work He did through Luther.    
 
Yet, if those elements of our history and culture are the driving force behind this annual celebration, we 
should just take it off our calendars effective immediately.  The celebration of the Lutheran Reformation is 
so much more.   
 
First and foremost, it is the celebration of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  That is, Jesus Christ came to die for 
sinners so that all who repent and believe in Him shall have eternal life (John 3:16; Romans 1:16-17; 1 
Timothy 3:15).  It is the celebration of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:8-10).   
 
In Luther’s time the Gospel had indeed been threatened by false teachings within the church.  These teach-
ings took people’s focus away from Christ and His death and resurrection and made the Christian Faith 
into just another religion focusing on what we do to make ourselves right with God.  This always fails.   
 
Then came Luther.  Look at the apocalyptic (end times) prophesy of Revelation 14:6 

 
“Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead,  

with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth,  
to every nation and tribe and language and people.”  

 
Angel, in its basic definition, means simply: messenger.   In many ways, Luther was thrust into the role of 
this promised angel/messenger in his time.   
 
The truth of God’s salvation in Christ alone as revealed in His Word continues to be threatened from both 
outside and inside Christ’s Church.  The less we are in God’s Word, the more the Devil, the world, and our 
sinful nature brings us to trust in something other than the saving grace of Jesus Christ.  Other priorities 
push us away from worship.  The worries of this world keep us busy doing everything but being in our Bi-
bles.  Contemplating these realities, we also recall that the celebration of the Lutheran Reformation is a 
celebration done in humble repentance.  This repentance brings us to joy in Christ’s forgiveness.   
 
In sincere prayer we ask for God’s strength and guidance to preserve us in the One True Faith, and He de-
livers with the proclamation of the “eternal gospel” big time!  Consider what God gives to you to keep you 
in His saving grace, through faith in Christ.  
 

 The weekly Divine Service  This is the primary way in which God gives you the grace of the gospel 
to you.  Jesus Christ comes in Word and Sacrament to give you His grace and keep you in faith in Him.  
If you are physically able, come and get it!  In this time of COVID concerns we are taking measures to 
make sure we make these gifts available to you in a faithful and responsible manner (see announce-
ment on page 2 “COVID precautions”).  While the radio broadcast of the Sunday morning service 
should not be seen as a viable option for those who are able to attend, it is a wonderful blessing for 
those who are not.  Take advantage of it.  The Sunday 10:00am services airs every Sunday on AM 980 
KSGM.                                                                                                                    (continues on p. 2)   
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 Private Confession and Absolution with Holy Communion  For those with high vulnerability  
       and risk for COVID, we are still offering private Confession and Absolution with the Lord’s Supper.  We  
       can come to your home or schedule a time for you and your family to come to the sanctuary at St. John.   
       Call the church office to schedule an appointment. 
 

 Bible Studies for all Ages  We currently have adult Bible studies Thursday evenings (7:00-8:15pm),  
       Sunday morning (9-9:50am), and children’s Sunday School begins October 3 (9-9:50am). 
 

 The Holy Bible  The printing press actually played a major role in the Lutheran Reformation.  Advance- 
       ments in that same technology make Bibles remarkably accessible to you today.  If you need a  
       Bible, contact the church office.  Some were recently donated to the church.  There are also Bible web 
       sites and phone apps.  Some of these allow you to listen to the word of God through computers and  
       phones as well. 
 

 Luther’s Small Catechism What a great resource to use as a teaching tool for you and your family.   
       Dusting off that old catechism and spending time in it provides a constant gospel proclamation.  Can’t   
       find your catechism?  Contact the church office.  We’ll be glad to get one in your hands. 
 

 Devotions  “Portals of Prayer” and “Strength for the Day” devotion booklets are available through the  
       church office.  Please, contact us if you would like either of these resources. 
 

 KFUO Radio Programs  These are great for supplementing the gospel proclamation you receive at  
       church (see announcement on page 3). 
 
As we celebrate the Lutheran Reformation later this month, rejoice that God continues to proclaim the eter-
nal gospel to you and for you.  By grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, revealed in Scripture 
alone, we have the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  All glory to God alone! 
 

Pastor Tim A. Sims  
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

Current Worship COVID Precautions at St. John  
 

In addition to current mandates... 

 Pastors are tested for COVID every week 

 Pastors & assistants remain masked during distribution of the Lord’s Supper  

 Spaced seating available 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

Organ Recital at St. John 
 

Organ Music for Reformation (and more)  
 

2:00 p.m. October 30th in the Sanctuary at St. John 
 

Come and hear music director Karl Rovey perform organ literature based on Lutheran 

chorales (and other selections) and the many, colorful sounds possible on the Wicks 

organ at St. John.  Featured composers include J. S. Bach, Jan Bender, Jeffrey Blersch, 

and Charles Ore. 
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Don't forget to check out your church library.  There are many DVDs for children as well as family 
films for all.  Take a book home for your child or use it while you are in church.   Write your name on 
the signature card with the date you are taking the item and put it in the black box.  When you re-
turn it, simply place it in the basket. 
 

Sunday School starts this weekend! 
Ages 3-8th grade are invited t Sunday School.  Don’t miss out on the chance to learn favorite Bible  
stories through games, movies, cooking, and crafts.  Going to church together and attending Sunday  
School can be the glue to hold families together.  Parents can attend Bible study during the same  
time. We are pleased to announce we have teachers for every class, but still need a couple of teens  
or adults  to be available as substitutes.  Call the church office if you would like to be on this list.   

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

KFUO AM 850 LCMS RADIO OUTREACH TO  

SUPPLEMENT YOUR GROWTH DURING THE WEEK 
 

Issues, Etc. takes a look at the most pressing issues of our time from a confessional Lutheran per-

spective.  Issues, Etc. is hosted by Rev. Todd Wilken and often features interviews with both Lutheran 

and non-Lutheran guests.  

Show Time: Monday-Friday at 3:00–5:00 p.m. CST 

 

THY STRONG WORD  Thy Strong Word reveals the light of our salvation in Christ through study 

of God’s Word, breaking our darkness with His redeeming light. Each weekday, two pastors fix our eyes 

on Jesus by considering Holy Scripture, verse by verse, in order to be strengthened in the Word and be 

equipped to faithfully serve in our daily vocations. 

Thy Strong Word is hosted by Rev. Brady Finnern, pastor of Messiah Lutheran Church in Sartell, MN, and 

graciously underwritten by the Lutheran Heritage Foundation. 

Show Time: Monday-Friday at 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. CST 

CONCORD MATTERS 

THY STRONG WORD Pull out your Book of Concord and join a lively discussion of the Lutheran 

Confessions. Each week, host Rev. Sean Smith and guest pastors take an in-depth look at passages from 

parts of the Book of Concord so you can have a deeper understanding of your Lutheran faith. 

Show Time: Tuesdays at 2:00–3:00p.m. CST   

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

SID A4Life invite you to join LCMS Pastors  

praying for an end to abortion. 
3 Lutheran Pastors have adopted a 12-hour day of prayer at the abortion facility in Granite 

City, Illinois. Your help is greatly needed to cover the 12 hours. Please join with these Pastors 

to pray for the unborn, their mothers, families, and the workers at the abortion facility. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 7AM-7PM at the HOPE CLINIC FOR WOMEN, 1602 21ST 

STREET GRANITE CITY, IL 62040. For more information and to sign up for a prayer hour(s) 

please contact:  Pastor Alan Beuster, Hope Lutheran Church, Granite City (618)-570-4611  
hopelutherangc@gmail.com    In addition, at 4pm on Oct 14th 40 Days for Life-Granite City 

is hosting a rally. Guest Speaker: Larry Barringer from SID Advocates for Life. 

mailto:hopelutherangc@gmail.com
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  
 

Why do we give? Is it simply because God commands us to? Or is there more to it? To be sure, the Word and 

instruction of God in the Bible says we should give, and this is sufficient to encourage us to give (Luke 6:38; 

Acts 20:35; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:7; Gal. 6:6). 
 

But there’s more to it than just obligation. We’re not just trying to fulfill a work of the law. We are bearing fruits 

of the Spirit given to us by our Father in heaven through His Son our Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, we’re 

not just doing what our Father said, we’re also doing what He did. 
 

Children emulate their parents. When they grow up, they often carry many of the same mannerisms and char-

acteristics as their parents. But there is more to it than that. Children copy their parents even on a more mun-

dane level. They watch how their parents cross their legs, how they fold their hands, how they stand and sit 

and walk, and how they do and say most everything. Then children try to copy it. 
 

This can be quite humorous when caught in the act. They do this even when parents don’t want them to. Eve-

ryone has been in the uncomfortable – and embarrassing situation – where a child does or says something one 

of their parents have done or said that is less than polite. Sitcoms thrive on these. It only works because of the 

truth that children emulate their parents, and they do it because they want to be like them. 
 

We are the children of God – by grace through faith. In Holy Baptism, God the Father declares of us what He 

declared of Jesus at His Baptism in the Jordan, “You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God the 

Father claims us as His own. He takes away all our sins. In exchange, He gives us His righteousness, His purity, 

His holiness, and His Spirit – by which we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 
 

We are born again – born from above, born of water and the Spirit – to a new life in Christ as His children. We 

are sons of God in Christ through Baptism. Since we are sons, we are heirs who share in the glory of the Son of 

God. The inheritance is ours because of the Father’s grace, mercy, and generosity in sending His Son in time to 

save us for all eternity. 
 

This is why we give generously of our income to the work of the church. We want to be like our heavenly Fa-

ther. We want to emulate His generosity by being generous ourselves. We give to the work of the church be-

cause we have witnessed the generous giving of our Father in heaven. 
 

More than that, we are recipients of it. It is because we have received our Father’s gifts that we desire to give 

ourselves. His gifts are not just spiritual. They are temporal and earthly as well. As Luther’s Small Catechism 

teaches in the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer: 
 

Give us this day our daily bread.  What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without 

our prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to 

receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.  
 

What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and needs of 

the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband 

or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, 

health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like. 
 

In other words, He gives us everything that we need for the care of both body and soul. His generosity knows 

no bounds. Therefore, we sit down at the beginning of the year, the beginning of the month, or the beginning 

of the week and set aside a generous portion of God’s daily bread for His work in the church. This is not done 

because He has commanded us so to do but rather because we, as His children by grace, want to emulate His 

generosity in our own lives. He is our Father; we are His children. And children want to be like their parents. 
 

Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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The L U T H E R A N    W I T N E S S  
 

Lutheran Witness is a magazine published by our LCMS church body.  It provides 

Missouri Synod laypeople with stories and information that complement congre-

gational life, foster personal growth in faith and help interpret the contemporary 

world from a Lutheran perspective. There is also an 8-page insert of Southern Illi-

nois news, featuring submitted articles about congregational activities in our area.  

In the past, we have sent pictures and stories of VBS, the New Member Reception, 

student activities, and retiring teachers. Not receiving this informative and uplift-

ing publication?  Contact the church office to start your subscription. 

 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

Boards Monthly Updates 
 

Elders 
 

COVID precautions discussed again. As per the Illinois Governor, masks should be worn. 
Once people are seated and spaced for worship, you may remove your mask as needed 
for your own health.  We simply ask that you please be respectful of the needs of those 
around you.  
 
Both of our pastors are being tested weekly to ensure they can continue serving all peo-
ple faithfully and responsibly.  Our Pastors and Elder assistants will also continue to wear 
masks during distribution of the Holy Communion and ushers will continue to wear a 
mask during dismissal for Holy Communion and after church service dismissal.  
 
Both of our Pastors will be attending the Pastor conference in Carlyle Il, on October 4th 
and 5th. Last month's Epistle had the Holiday schedule in it but the Thanksgiving day ser-
vice was accidently omitted. The time for this service is at 9am. There will be no radio 
broadcast of our service. However, if you can't attend worship here at St John on Thanks-
giving Day, the 9 am service of Immanuel Lutheran of Perryville, Missouri will be broad-
cast live on AM 980 KSGM. 
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat  Oct 9   5:00 p.m.    Kale Sprengel 

Sun Oct 10    7:45 a.m. Issac Sims 

      10:00 a.m. Reagan Sims 

Sat  Oct 16  5:00 p.m.   Jackson Scanlan  

Sun  Oct 17  7:45 a.m.  Brayden Juenger 

      10:00 a.m.  Trevin Eggemeyer 

Sat  Oct 23   5:00 p.m . Jadyn West 

Sun  Oct 24  7:45 a.m.  Trey  McCartney 

      10:00 a.m. Caleb Coffey 

Sat  Oct 30  5:00 p.m.   Jenna Buskohl 

Sun  Oct 31  7:45 a.m.  Levi Caldwell 

      10:00 a.m.  Grace Irose 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat Oct 2       5:00 p.m.    Deb Caraway 

Sun Oct 3      7:45 a.m.    Darlene Gentsch 

       10:00 a.m.    Myrna Campbell 

Sat  Oct 9      5:00 p.m.    Tammy  Crawford 

Sun  Oct 10   7:45 a.m.    Dorothy Gerberding 

       10:00 a.m.     

Sat Oct 16     5:00 p.m.    Mary Webster 

Sun Oct 17    7:45 a.m.     Sandra Colvis 

       10:00 a.m.    Susan McClure 

Sat  Oct 23    5:00 p.m.    Sue Abraham 

Sun Oct 24    7:45 a.m.    Connie Gaertner 

       10:00 a.m.    Nancy Urquhart 

Sat  Oct 30    5:00 p.m.    Mardell Granger 

Sun  Oct 31   7:45 a.m.    Edna Neislein 

                      10:00 a.m   Diane Kelkhoff 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

Oct    2/3  Larry McDonough 

Oct   9/10  Dennis Mott 

Oct 16/17  Lisa Meade /Ryan Petrowske 

Oct 23/24  Ron Cushman /Chris Urquhart 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat  Oct 2     5:00 p.m.     Tim Hardy 

Sun Oct 3     7:45 a.m.     Gary Duensing 

       10:00 a.m.    Don Stallman 

Sat   Oct 9    5:00 p.m.     Tim Hardy 

Sun  Oct 10  7:45 a.m.     Dennis Kontz 

       10:00 a.m.   Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat   Oct 16    5:00 p.m.   Tim Hardy 

Sun  Oct 17   7:45 a.m.    Ron Rathert 

       10:00 a.m.    Ricky Caaten 

Sat  Oct 23    5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Oct 24   7:45 a.m.     Gary Duensing 

                     10:00am      Don Stallman 

Sat  Oct 30    5:00 p.m .   Tim Hardy 

Sun Oct 31     7:45 a.m.   Dennis Kontz 

                      10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at 

ksgm980.com  

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

Oct  3   Tim Lochhead / Bob Platt 

Oct  10  Dallas Redeker / Charlie Bargman 

Oct  1 7 Amanda Middendorf / Dave Verse-

man 

Oct  24  Jason Coffey / Tony Young 

Oct  31  Brett Klindworth / Bob Platt 

A l u m i n u m  

C a n s  

Oct  4-9      Brett Klindworth 

Oct  11-16   Larry McDonough 

Oct  18-23   Fred Fricke 

Oct  25-30   Brett Klindworth 

 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

Oct    5  Wanda Dethrow 

Oct   12 

Oct   19  Cheryl 

Oct   26 

O u r  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

No information available at printing.   There should be Information in next 

month’s newsletter. 

 

If you have any questions, please call the office after October 11th.  
 

   

mailto:krovey@sjshornets.com
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