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DOXOLOGY: Lutheran Center for Spiritual Care and Counsel 
 

The first session of Doxology’s Classic Series is “Word, Sacrament, and Psychotherapy.”  The first 

point of this presentation is that “Christian psychologists rarely have the advantages of spiritual formation at the 

graduate level.”  This means there are few Christians who become pastors and even fewer pastors who also 

become therapists or psychologists.  This also means that many psychologists who consider themselves 

Christians follow their psychological or therapeutic education and training more closely than following Christ 

through His Word.   

 

The worldly weeds that choke faith affect many who look forward to their progression through higher 

education to higher earnings, responsibility, and authority.  The unbelieving secular world rejects faith in Christ 

for its own interpretation.  The word pathological comes from two Greek words: pathos (πάθος) and logos 

(λόγος).  Pathos covers a wider range of meanings from a general suffering to a more specific punishment as 

well as from experience to passion.  Since the Greek root can mean so many different things, it is a convenient 

word to use for whatever one wants.  The medical community has limited the meaning for their use of the word 

pathology: the study of disease.  But, science does not resolve the mysteries it finds. 

 

Holy Scripture uses pathos three times always in a negative light, but pathæma (πάθημα), sixteen times, 

usually for suffering and only twice for passion in the English Standard Version.  Paul describes God’s 

judgment against idolaters in Romans 1:26, “For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions.”  He 

uses the term likewise in Colossians 3:5 and 1
st
 Thessalonians 4:5.  Paul uses pathæma twice negatively: in 

Romans 7:5, as “sinful passion,” and as something one should crucify with “desires” in Galatians 5:24.  

Otherwise, Peter and Paul use pathæma in relation to either Christ or His church.   

 

Of course, not all suffering is for the Gospel, and not all passion is for evil.  Only Jesus is sinless and so 

righteously focused as to make all His sufferings count for us and all His passions pure love.  Without this 

anchor of truth, secular reason is lost among lesser values such as the goodness of humanity, the need to accept 

and forgive ourselves, and the fleeting goal of happiness.  In the midst of these shifting sands and waves, God’s 

Word sanctifies and renews the mind and reason (Romans 12:2).  God’s Word is like a hammer that breaks the 

rock in pieces (Jeremiah 23:29), but Paul takes a step further by calling God’s Word the sword of the Spirit 

(Ephesians 6:17).  Pastors especially need ongoing training, encouragement, guidance, and testing in the use of 

God’s Word.   

   

Doxology wades into the deep end with its guidance from two experienced Lutheran Christians: Rev. 

David C. Fleming and Dr. Beverly Yahnke.  Pastor Fleming served as senior pastor of Our Savior Lutheran in 

Grand Rapids, MI until 2019 before becoming their part time pastor while serving as the Doxology Executive 

Director.  Dr. Yahnke taught psychology at Concordia Wisconsin after spending over 20 years as a clinical 

psychologist serving church workers and their families in Milwaukee, WI.  She currently serves as a member of 

Concordia Theological Seminary’s Board of Regents.  Praise God for so much support and encouragement He 

has provided through their service to LCMS pastors across the US.   –Pr. Massey 
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Missing Members, changed address? 

According to our congregational constitution, if a member’s “whereabouts are unknown and cannot be established 

within a period of one (1) year” we may call off the search for them and continue serving those who are our known 

neighbors.  Please help us find our members! 

 

May 2021-2022 
Devin Valleroy 

Anastasia Valleroy  

Emma Valleroy 

Matthew Weaver 

 

September 2021-2022 
Robin Bierman 

 

November 2021-2022 
Victoria Brown 

Brittany Eyman (current name), formerly Holley (when 

married Tison) 

Angela Kosko  

Cassandra Mehrer  

Madison Miller  

Kim Reeder 

Charlie Rinderer 

Debra Welge 
 

Family Dinner and Game Night 
Come to the St. John Parish Hall on Saturday, January 29

th
 after our 5 p.m. Divine Service to enjoy a 

fresh meal and play a wide variety of board games, card games, and other games arranged from easy 

to challenging and from ancient and old to retro, modern, and millennial!  All St. John members 

planning on coming we encouraged to call the church office and let Kelly know how many people 

plan to come so that enough food will be available.  Members may also bring friends to share the fun! 

 

 

Boards Monthly Updates 
Elders 
Pastor Sims reported that the school Christmas programs were a huge sucess and were very well attended.  

 

The youth group served soup and sandwich suppers during Advent. They would like to thank the congregation for their 

support and hopes all enjoyed the meals. This fundraiser will go towards the National Youth Gathering they will be 

attending in Houston Tx in July.    

 

The ushers will no longer be ushering the congregants from the pews after the service ends, the congregation is welcome 

to dismiss themselves after the worship service has ended. But before doing so, PLEASE sign the register/guest book 

located in the pew. 

 

The ushers will no longer mandatorily spray your hands before Holy Communion. This will be up to the individual so if 

you would like to have your hands sprayed with hand sanitizer, please hold them out. 

 

A reminder that there will be a New Year's Day worship service at 10a with Holy Communion.  

There will NOT be a 5p service on the evening of January 1st '22. 

January 2nd '22 services will be at normal times of 745a and 10a. 
 

PTL 
Thank you to everyone who has helped with donations and support for the auction and bazaar. Both were very successful 

despite this year’s challenges and we are blessed to have a congregation and school who help make these events 

successful.  
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

 

 ’Tis More Blessed to Give Than to Receive 
 

“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words 

of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” (Acts 20:35)  
 

And indeed, it is. Does this not strike a chord that resonates in us all? Which of us can’t recall the look of surprise and 

thanks for the Christmas gifts that we labored to give to those whom we love? And the joy written on their face when that 

gift is received with thanksgiving means more than all the gifts we have received. It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.  
 

Our Lord knew this because He practiced it. He gave of Himself – sparing not even His life in death – in order to give us 

back to our Father in heaven. He knew that in giving you get more because joy is multiplied in giving. The one who 

receives and the one who gives both rejoice in what is given and received. And, what is more, the one who receives only 

wants to give back to the one who gave so generously in thanksgiving.  
 

So it is with our tithes and offerings in church. We want to give because we have received from God all that we are and all 

that we have. Our giving does not originate in what we must do to earn God’s favor. We have God’s favor because of His 

gift of His Son, given through Word and Sacrament. Thus, we are made free from the compulsion of giving so that our 

tithes and offering are freely given in thanksgiving for what God has so generously given to us.  
 

Why then does the church struggle to make budgets? Why does the church always seem stretched so thin when it is the 

place where God continually gives us His forgiveness of sins? Why does the church struggle when God, out of love for us, 

generously pours out His grace and mercy? 
 

It is because we are sinners. Our fallen nature makes us selfish and miserly. It leads us to believe that we can have our 

cake and eat it, too. Because of sin, we want God’s grace and mercy; we want His blessings of body and soul. But we 

don’t want to share it with those around us. We want to remain comfortable in our own self-contained, neat, and tidy lives 

– without the headaches of loving those around us by helping them in their time of need.  
 

“Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” Remember 

that God has placed you in a church, not only to receive His grace and mercy, but to press His eternal and temporal 

blessings into service to your neighbor.  
 

Your tithes and offerings ensure that those around you have a pastor to preach the life-saving and life-giving Word of God. 

They ensure that the lights, heat, and air-conditioning are working. They ensure there is water for Holy Baptism as well as 

bread and wine for Holy Communion. They even ensure that your pastor has food and clothing and presents for his own 

family. The gifts of God are immeasurable. They multiply and redound to everyone’s good as the fish and loaves in the 

feeding of the five thousand.  
 

So, remember the words of the Lord Jesus: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” And remember the joy that 

attended the gifts you gave at Christmas. This same joy attends your gifts to the church. 
 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry-lcms.org/stewardship 
 

  

  O u r  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

     

Cash Flow from 7/31/2021 to  12/23/21  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $449,981.46     Beginning Balance 7/31/22                                $0.00 

Year-to-date Expense                    $445,816.86  Paid on Debt year-to-date                      ($131,841.42)  

Difference (Income - Expense)         $4,164.60  Borrowed year-to-date                            $176,421.78 

       Current Balance as of   12/23/2021          $44,580.36  
  

Average 2021 Attendance per Week    170                        LOC Renewal Fee                                    $0.00 
  

 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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        A c o l y t e s  

 

Sat Jan 1  10:00 a.m.      Hannah Crow 

                    5:00 p.m.      No Service 

Sun Jan 2    7:45 a.m.      Isac Smith  

     10:00 a.m.      Mallorie Homan  

Sat Jan 8     5:00 p.m. +  Grace Irose & Avery Hasemeyer 

Sun Jan 9    7:45 a.m. +  Duncan Bargman & Trey McCartney 

     10:00 a.m. +  Matt Hecht & Jack Luthy 

Sat Jan 15   5:00 p.m.     Kael Sprengel 

Sun Jan 16  7:45 a.m.     Levi Caldwell 

     10:00 a.m.     Bryce Williams 

Sat Jan 22  5:00 p.m.      Kennedy Nortin & Jadyn West 

Sun Jan 23 7:45 a.m.      Addison Coffey 

     10:00 a.m.     Caleb Coffey  

Sat Jan 29  5:00 p.m.      Preston Abell  

Sun Jan 30 7:45 a.m.      Mallorie Homan 

     10:00 a.m.     Reed Creason 

 

W e e k e n d  J a n i t o r s  

 

Jan 1  Ryan Petrowske 

Jan 2  Ryan Petrowske 

Jan 8/9  Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

Jan 15/16  Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

Jan 22/23 Larry McDonough 

Jan 29/30Lisa Lisa / Ryan Petrwoske 

 

R a d i o  A n n o u n c e r s /  

    T e c h n i c i a n s  

 

Jan 2 Tim Lochhead / 

Jan 9 Dallas Redeker / 

Jan 16 Amanda Middendorf 

Jan 23 Jason Coffey 

Jan 30 Brett Klindworth 

   

F o o d  P a n t r y  

 

Jan 4 Debi Caraway 

Jan 11 Reuel Smith 

Jan 18 Deb Uchtman 

Jan 25 Richard Pautler 

 

W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s  

 

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at 

ksgm980.com  

 

C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n  

 

Church Office, 302 W. Holmes, Chester, Il 62233 

Phone 618-826-3545           

Internet Address  www.stjohnchester.com 

   G r e e t e r s  

 

Sat Jan 1  10:00 a.m.      Mary Caldwell 

                    5:00 p.m.      No Service 

Sun Jan 2    7:45 a.m.      Tammy Grah  

     10:00 a.m.      Karla Klindworth  

Sat Jan 8     5:00 p.m.  Deb Caraway 

Sun Jan 9    7:45 a.m. Edna Neislein 

     10:00 a.m.   

Sat Jan 15   5:00 p.m.     Barb Fricke 

Sun Jan 16  7:45 a.m.     Sarah Schenk 

     10:00 a.m.     Myrna Campbell 

Sat Jan 22  5:00 p.m.      Mary Webster 

Sun Jan 23 7:45 a.m.      Brenda Pautler 

     10:00 a.m.     Susan McClure 

Sat Jan 29  5:00 p.m.      Mardell Granger  

Sun Jan 30 7:45 a.m.      Dorothy Decker 

     10:00 a.m.     Nancy Urquhart 

 

  U s h e r  T e a m s  

 

Sat Jan 1  10:00 a.m.      Ron Rathert 

                    5:00 p.m.      No Service 

Sun Jan 2    7:45 a.m.      Dennis Kontz  

     10:00 a.m.      Gary Eggemeyer  

Sat Jan 8     5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

Sun Jan 9    7:45 a.m. Ron Rathert 

     10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

Sat Jan 15   5:00 p.m.     Tim Hardy 

Sun Jan 16  7:45 a.m.     Gary Duensing 

     10:00 a.m.     Don Stallman 

Sat Jan 22  5:00 p.m.      Tim Hardy 

Sun Jan 23 7:45 a.m.      Dennis Kontz 

     10:00 a.m.     Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat Jan 29  5:00 p.m.      Tim Hardy  

Sun Jan 30 7:45 a.m.      Ron Rathert 

     10:00 a.m.     Rick Casten 

 

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

 

Jan 3-8 Brett Klindworth 

Jan 10-15 Steve Stallman 

Jan 17-22 Larry McDonough 

Jan 24-29 Brett Klindworth 

Jan 31-Feb 5 Steve Stallman 

 

  
  C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

 

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnchester.com/
mailto:krovey@sjshornets.com
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B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

T_e _o_d_ o_ t_e _o_d _r_ p_r_ w_r_s: _s _i_v_r _r_e_ i_ a _u_n_c_ o_ e_r_h, _u_i_i_d _e_e_ t_m_s. _h_u 

_h_l_ k_e_ t_e_, O _o_d, _h_u _h_l_ p_e_e_v_ t_e_ f_o_ t_i_ g_n_r_t_o_ f_r _v_r. 

A n s w e r  t o  l a s t  m o n t h ’ s  B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have showed you, and have taught you publicly, 

and from house to house, Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith 

toward our Lord Jesus Christ. Acts 20:20-21 

 
 

 

N E W   F A C I L I T Y 

Were you given some money for Christmas because the giver didn't know what to buy?  Want to honor a special someone 

at the start of the New Year?  Consider a donation to the New Facility Fund.  The current total is $586,964.49. Before any 

new construction takes place, contributions need to come from all ages of our members.  Set aside a certain amount each 

month or with each paycheck.  Plan to honor your child when he brings home good grades or makes all his free throws.   

Show your appreciation of a certain teacher with a gift to the New Facility Fund.   
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