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The Lutheran Reformation’s Continual Relevance:
The Word Alone!
The chief tenets of the Lutheran Reformation, often referred to as the “solas of the Reformation”,
are:
Word Alone (sola scriptura)
Faith Alone (sola fide)
Grace Alone (sola gratia)
Christ Alone (solo Christus)
Glory to God Alone (soli Deo Gloria)

Is the Reformation Still Relevant?
Almost every year, usually around Reformation Sunday, multiple people will say to me, “In this day
and age, is the Lutheran Reformation really necessary or relevant anymore?” In further conversation the heart of the matter is usually revealed: Many people do not perceive a significant difference between what Roman Catholics and Lutherans believe and practice.
This may be due to many people not knowing what the official teachings of the Roman Catholic
Church or the Lutheran church(es) actually are, and therefore, they don’t perceive the differences.
It may also be because we rightly perceive that the Roman Catholic Church and orthodox Lutheran
churches share many common beliefs and practices especially on the issues debated in our culture
today; abortion, euthanasia, and human sexuality. We should educate ourselves on the differences
that still exist and be prepared to engage in respectful conversation. We can also celebrate that
which we hold in common, and give praise to God for these.
In both respects, we should boldly confess the “solas.” They are still needed and relevant. At the
same time we can and should love and respect our dear friends and family members of the Roman
Catholic faith (as well as other churches), speaking “well of them” and explaining “everything in the
kindest way” (Luther’s Small Catechism meaning of the 8th Commandment).
Now, this article will go in a direction that we rarely consider during this month of Reformation
celebrations. It is a specific aspect of our reformational witness of which I myself have never previously written.
(Continues on page 2)

1

The Lutheran Reformation as Witness to Other Protestants
Increasingly it seems that the tenets of the Reformation are most needed and relevant in our witness to other
protestant churches, especially those of the independent mega-church variety (often generically referred to as
being part of American Evangelicalism). Many people look up to these churches and the massive number of
people who join their fellowship. Their way of doing things is admired and maybe even emulated in a few of
our own (LCMS) churches.
Most of these have abandoned, or never truly believed in, the important tenet of Word Alone (sola scriptura).
For so many churches of this variety, the rule (guiding) and norming principal of their faith has long been
something other than God’s Word.
Recently the chickens have come home to roost with some very unfortunate and very high-profile incidents
within American Evangelicalism. Over the summer Hillsong Church’s Marty Sampson admitted he was losing
his faith. Bestselling author and pastor Joshua Harris publicly announced that he is no longer a Christian.
In the weeks that followed these incidents, a well-known yet unlikely voice from within the ranks of American
Evangelicalism responded. John Cooper, the lead singer for the Christian rock band Skillet, made a facebook
post that went viral. Here is a portion of what he said.
“It is time for the church to rediscover the preeminence of the Word. And to value the teaching of the
Word…We need to value truth over feeling. Truth over emotion. And what we are seeing now is the result
of the church raising up influencers who did not supremely value truth who have led a generation who
also do not believe in the supremacy of truth. And now those disavowed leaders are proudly still leading
and influencing boldly AWAY from the truth…My conclusion for the church (all of us Christians): We must
STOP making worship leaders and thought leaders or influencers or cool people or ‘relevant’ people the
most influential people in Christendom. (And yes that includes people like me!)…We now have a church
culture that learns who God is from singing modern praise songs rather than from the teachings of the
Word.”

Amen! The rule and norm for most of American Evangelicalism is the innovative thought and emotions of whichever charismatic leader happens to be most popular at the time. I applaud this man’s
brutal honesty and his humble, repentant spirit. I praise God that he is trying to lead people back to
God’s Word. I pray that many will heed the call.
What a wonderful thought for us this month in which we celebrate the Lutheran Reformation. We
must continue to diligently heed this call as well. In our own faith life together and in our witness to
the world and other Christians, we must let the Word alone be the rule and norm for our faith.
So often we look to worldly measures to determine the success of Christ’s Church (St. John and others). Our thoughts and emotions lead us astray as they are bound to do. Instead, in a perpetual spirit
of humility and repentance let us look to God’s Word. God’s Word (sola scriptura) never leads us
astray. The Holy Spirit uses God’s Word to reveal our only hope: Salvation by grace (sola gratia),
through faith (sola fide) in Jesus Christ (sola Christus) alone (sola Deo Gloria) [Ephesians 2:8-9].
This is the continual relevance of the Lutheran Reformation for us in our life together and our witness in the world.
Pastor Tim A. Sims
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S t e w a r d s h i p

c o r n e r

In the early morning hours of Feb. 18, 1546, Martin Luther closed his eyes forever. And the hand that hammered the 95
Theses into the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 1517, penned its final words:
“We are all beggars. This is true.”
And this is the truth that our Lord says makes you free. Ironic, isn’t it? That, in order to be free, you must be a beggar;
you must be utterly dependent and reliant upon God. This makes us uncomfortable – the way we’re uncomfortable
when someone gets us a Christmas or birthday present when we haven’t gotten them one. We feel we owe them. And
we don’t much like being in someone’s debt.
But what Luther would remind us is that we are all indeed beggars. But we’re not just anyone’s beggars. We’re God’s
beggars. And this is His legacy to the Christian Church. Christ came for sinners. He came to seek and save the lost. He
came to heal the sick and raise the dead. He came for sinners, and He dwells only with sinners.
And, if we are to be where He is, we must be willing to be counted among the lost, the sick, and the dead. We must be
willing to be beggars. We must cry out for mercy, for grace, and for his undeserved love and kindness. We must be dependent solely on Him and what He gives.
And here’s the beauty: He gives us everything. Everything – forgiveness of sins, salvation from death and the devil, and
eternal life. This is not because of any worthiness or merit in us, but it is because of His divine goodness, mercy, and
grace.
On account of Christ’s death and resurrection, the Father forgives you, saves you, and is pleased with you. And you receive. You receive His love, His righteousness, His holiness, His acceptance, and His inheritance. We are all beggars.
This is true.
This is the heart and soul of Christianity and the life-blood of the Christian Church. God justifies us, and He declares us
innocent and righteous by His grace received through faith for the sake of Christ. This is not because of our works; this
is because of His work on the cross. We, who once were enemies of God, are reconciled to Him and made to be His
children.
This is what Luther would point us to when He took up his pen for the last time and scribbled “We are all beggars. This
is true.” We are beggars. But we are beggars of the God who does not ignore us, who doesn’t pass by us on the other
side. We are beggars of the One who descended from heaven to make His dwelling with sinners.
We are beggars of Him who deigns to dwell with us, among us, and – yes – even in us by grace for Christ’s sake. For in
the bread and cup that we bless, we share together with Christ and each other the riches of God’s grace.
So inexhaustible are the riches of this grace – the Gospel in sermon and absolution, in Baptism and Holy Communion –
that our cups overflow. We, who are God’s beggars, are not only inexhaustibly satisfied but have something to give back
in thanksgiving and praise.
Taken from lcms.org/stewardship

S t .

J o h n

F a l l

H a r v e s t F e s t i v a l
A u c t i o n

a n d

D i n n e r

The Seventeenth Annual Fall Harvest Festival and Dinner Auction at St. John Lutheran Church of Chester, Illinois is just around the corner. There are some great items once again this year. There are several beautiful quilts to be
auctioned off on Saturday, October 19. Gun raffles, a main raffle of a $750 money tree, and much more.
The doors of St. John Parish Hall will be open at 4:00 P.M. on Saturday, October 19, for guests to enjoy beverages and appetizers. Dinner will be served at 6:00 P.M. Tickets are available for $35 each and can be purchased by calling St. John 826-4345 or Barb Fricke.
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2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9 Y e a r - t o - D a t e
F i n a n c i a l S t a t u s

Cash Flow from 7/31/2019 to 9/30/2019

Money owed on Line of Credit

Year-to-date Income

$166,002.68

Beginning Balance 7/31/19

Year-to-date Expense

$264,715.27

Paid on Debt year-to-date

($75,756.40)

Difference (Income - Expense)

($98,712.59)

Borrowed year-to-date

$110.400.00

$104,213.93

LOC Renewal Fee
Average 2019 Attendance per Week

235

Current Balance as of 7/24/19

$0.00
$138,857.53

New Bible Study beginning Sunday October 13th!
“Who are we?” This Bible Study covers the basics of the Christian faith as we confess and practice it in the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod. Interested in joining St. John? Want to know what Lutherans believe? Want a refresher of
what you learned in Confirmation instruction decades ago? This is the study for you. Join us in the 8th grade classroom
from 9:00am-9:45am. This study begins Sunday October 13th.
A c o l y t e s
Sat Oct 5 5:00 p.m. Clayton Kothe
Sun Oct 6 7:45 a.m. Reed Creason
10:00 a.m. Isac Smith
Sat Oct 12 5:00 p.m. Reagyn Baker
Sun Oct 13 7:45 a.m. Cole Johnson
10:00 a.m. Caleb Coffey
Sat Oct 19 5:00 p.m. Alex Maes
Sun Oct 20 7:45 a.m. Max Blechle
10:00 a.m. Trentin Eggemeyer
Sat Oct 26 5:00 p.m. Jasmine Merideth
Sun Oct 27 7:45 a.m. Noah Homan
10:00 a.m. Zoey Frazer
U s h e r T e a m s
Sat Oct 5 5:00 p.m. Volunteer
Sun Oct 6 7:45 a.m. Dennis Kontz
10:00 a.m. Gary Eggemeyer
Sat Oct 12 5:00 p.m. Volunteer
Sun Oct 13 7:45 a.m. Ron Rathert
10:00 a.m. Rick Casten
Sat Oct 19 5:00 p.m. Volunteer
Sun Oct 20 7:45 a.m. Gary Duensing
10:00 a.m. Don Stallman
Sat Oct 26 5:00 p.m. Volunteer
Sun Oct 27 7:45 a.m. Dennis Kontz
10:00 a.m. Gary Eggemeyer

G r e e t e r s
Sat Oct 5 5:00 p.m. Ruby Schirmer
Sun Oct 6 7:45 a.m. Elaine Kattenbraker
10:00 a.m. Shirley Roth
Sat Oct 12 5:00 p.m. Amber Cushman
Sun Oct 13 7:45 a.m. Collette Powley
10:00 a.m. Donna Young
Sat Oct 19 5:00 p.m. Virginia Rowold
Sun Oct 20 7:45 a.m. Mary Loos
10:00 a.m. Louise Liefer
Sat Oct 26 5:00 p.m. Janice Dettmer
Sun Oct 27 7:45 a.m. Barb McCormick
10:00 a.m. Kathy Sprengel

F o o d
P a n t r y
Oct 1 Rosemary Oetting
Oct 8 Doris Knoke
Oct 15 Mike Welge
Oct 22 Bev Baker
Oct 29 Deb Caraway

R a d i o
A n n o u n c e r &
T e c h n i c i a n s
Oct 6 Chris Urquhart / Lynn Rickenberg
Oct 13 Chris Colvis / Bob Platt
Oct 20 Mike Welge / Tony Young
Oct 27 Tim Lochhead / Charlie Bargman

W e e k e n d
J a n i t o r s
Oct 5/6 Lisa Meade/ Ryan Petrowske
Oct 12/13 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart
Oct 19/20 Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff
Oct 26/27 Larry McDonough
A l u m i n u m C a n s
Sept
30– Oct 5 Fred Fricke
A l t a r G u i l d
Oct
7-12
Mike Welge
Oct 5 &19 Wanda Dethrow, Jim & Rosemary Oetting
Oct
14-19
Brett Klindworth
Oct 6 & 20 Carolyn Colvis, Anne Ebers
Oct
21-26
Larry McDonough
Oct 13 &27 Pam Sheely, Larry & Imogene McDonough
Oct 28-Nov 2 Fred Fricke
W o r s h i p S e r v i c e s
C h u r c h E - m a i l
Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com
Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m.
Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu
Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at ksgm980.com
Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com
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H u n t :

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.
I wa_ted _ati_ntl_ for _he L_rd; a_d he _ncl_ned _nto _e, an_ hea_d my _ry. H_ bro_ght _e up _lso _ut o_ a
ho_rib_e pi_, out _f th_ mir_ cla_, and _et m_ fee_ upo_ a ro_k, an_ est_bli_hed _y go_ngs. _nd h_ hat_ put _ new
_ong _n my _out_, eve_ pra_se u_to o_r Go_: man_ sha_l se_ it, a_d fe_r, an_ sha_l tr_st i_ the _ord.
Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:
And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the
Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being king. I Samuel 15:22-23
N e w F a c i l i t y
People send money to cancer societies, overseas children's organizations, high school and college alumni associations, and many religious funds. A contribution to St. John's New Facility Fund supports the future of a topnotched, Christ-centered education for the children right here Chester. Established in 2007, the fund
continues to grow with the help of lemonade stands, yard sales, and donations from groups and individuals of all ages. Currently, the account stands at $560,171.56. If everyone in the congregation
and school would give a little each month, soon, we will be painting another footprint on the sign in
front of the school. This project belongs to all of us!
C a p p e r s

CAPPERS will meet on Sunday, October 13 at 1:00 p.m. to play cards and have a light meal in the Parish Hall.

