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             “O Love How Deep, How Broad, How High” LSB 544:1 
 

Looking Toward the Day God Suffered 
 

During the season of Lent, we look toward the cross.  These days the cross is not really seen as 

horrifying or shocking.  It certainly was seen as something horrifying and shocking in Jesus’ day.  

Today in the United States capital punishment is infrequent, is not displayed publicly, and such lethal 

punishment is not permitted to be cruel or unusual.  Not so with the ancient Romans.  They used the 

cross as a method of inflicting humiliating, painful, fatal punishment for all to see.  The cross was not 

invented by the Romans, but they perfected it as the most cruel and unusual of punishments. Further, 

it was a public spectacle used as a display for people to see.  As people came and went on the main 

road to the entrance into Jerusalem, they would see and know what happened if you crossed the line 

and earned Roman justice.   
 

It was indeed shocking and horrifying when Christ was crucified.  God was supposed to be powerful.  

God was supposed to be glorious.  No way could God let one of his chosen servants, the Messiah, die 

in such a way.  God himself, in the flesh, could never die—let alone in such a filthy, cursed, humiliating 

manner.  Or so many thought…    
    

“Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach  

Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those  

whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God  

and the wisdom of God.  For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom,  

and the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength.”  I Cor. 1:22-25 
 

While many of the Jewish leaders could not accept that God’s messiah could suffer such torture and 

humiliation, Jesus revealed to his disciples that suffering was exactly what God’s messiah was sent to 

do (Luke 24:19-27, 44-47).  It had to be this way for our sins to be forgiven through His sacrifice. 
 

“Surely he took up our infirmities  

    and carried our sorrows,  

    yet we considered him stricken by God,  

    smitten by him, and afflicted. 

But he was pierced for our transgressions,  

     he was crushed for our iniquities;  

     the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,  

     and by his wounds we are healed.”   Isaiah 53:4-5 
 

The early church saw this passage as a clear proclamation of who Jesus was and what He came to do 
 

(continues on page 2)  
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for us. The disciples passed on what they had learned from Jesus (Acts 8:26-40). Holy Jesus endured 

the justice of God that we had earned by our sin and rebellion. Jesus’ suffering sacrifice was our 

entrance into His Heavenly Jerusalem (Revelation 21:9-10).    
 

Our society may not see crosses as shocking or horrifying today.  Probably because we don’t see 

people hanging from them as we go in and out of town on our daily commute.  However, many in the 

world do see the notion of God dying for our sins as horrifying, if not ridiculous (i.e., “foolishness to 

the Greeks”).    
 

May you always see Christ’s suffering on the cross for what it was: a horrible, humiliating, painful thing 

that God endured so that you may have forgiveness and salvation.  In humble repentance and faith in 

Christ, we enter the Heavenly Jerusalem.  Thank you, Jesus!  
 

A blessed Lent and Holy Week to you in the name of our suffering Christ, 

Pastor Tim Sims  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + ++ + + + + + + + + 
  

Lent, Holy Week, & Easter 2022 at St. John 
 

                 “O LOve HOw Deep, HOw BrOaD, HOw HigH”     LSB 544 
 

                        Mid-week Lent Worship 

 Two services each Wednesday 4pm* & 7pm 

                     (*-some 4pm services may be a capella or piano)    

 Lenten Suppers in the Parish Hall 4:30-6:30pm  

o Holy Week Mid-Day Worship— 

 Monday through Friday, 12pm-12:25pm     

               Daily brief services with guest pastors    

 Maundy Thursday  Divine Service w/ Holy Communion 7pm  
                                        (tape delayed at 8 p.m.) 

 Good Friday Tenebrae 7pm (tape delayed at 8 p.m.) 

 Easter Sunday—Sunrise 6am, 7:45am, & 10am Divine Services with          

     Holy Communion 

 
Vacation Bible School July 20-22 

 VBS registration will start in May.  Ages 3 through 6th grade are invited to join the fun. 

Older students and adults are encouraged to serve God's family as volunteers.   

 
C h r i s t  O u r  S a v i o r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  

 2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3  

Registration for 2022-2023 is now open! If you have a student or know someone who will be high school age during the 

2022-2023 school year, encourage them to consider Christ Our Savior Lutheran High school.  Call 853-7300 to schedule a 

shadow day or a private tour.  Learn more and download a registration form from our website, www.coslhs.org.  Early 

registration ends March 31. Don’t miss out! 

http://www.coslhs.org/
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TIME FOR KINDERGARTEN SCREENING 
 

Kindergarten screening for the children planning to attend St. John Lutheran School for the 2022-2023 
school year will be held on Wednesday, April 6, from 2:00 – 7:30 p.m. Please call the school office at 826-
4345 to make an appointment.  Children planning on attending Kindergarten should reach the age of five 
on or before September 1, 2022. 

 
The Kindergarten program at St. John Lutheran School strives to educate the whole child.  To enhance 
cognitive growth, our program includes math readiness, graphing, charting, phonics, and reading readiness 
activities, songs, finger-plays, body movement songs, as well as fine motor growth which includes cutting, 
painting, writing, gluing, printing, and drawing.  To foster emotional growth and character development, 
we teach about Jesus and the love He holds for His children.  Our curriculum and schedule is built from the 
foundation of Jesus’ love for young children. 
 
St. John admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origins and does not discriminate on the 
same basis. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Registration 
 On Wednesday, April 27th, St. John Lutheran School will have their Spring registration for the 2022-2023 school 

year.  Registration packets will be sent home with students on Monday, April 25th. Parents of all students in Kindergarten 

through Grade 8 may register their children at this time.  Registration will be held in the parish hall from 3:00 – 6:00 pm. 

 

 At the time of registration, parents are asked to pay the registration fees per child and, if possible, one month’s 

tuition. 

 

 St. John admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and 

activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school.  It does not discriminate on the basis of race, 

color, nationality nor based on and scholarships, athletic and other school-administered programs. 

 

 For further information, please call the school office at 826-4345. 
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Sunday School News 
On April 3, students and volunteers with birthdays in April and June will honored before class time.  Those with 

birthdays in those months should bring a coin for every year of their age.  The group has decided to send our 

offerings to our LWML this year.  

 

The April lesson for grades 1-8 will be Peter’s Denial & Restoration.  The students will watch a new Easter 

movie, learn a memory verse, create something new in arts & crafts, and play an active game.      

 

Preschool and kindergarten students will be learning familiar Bible stories from Mrs. Collette Powley. There is 

always plenty of time to play in the kindergarten room and enjoy a snack.      

      We welcome all of God’s children at any time. 

 

 

Boards Monthly Updates 
Elders 

Our Pastors continue to try to reach out to our delinquent members. If possible, some elders will help with the visitations. 

Please continue to pray for these and all members to continue to look to our Lord and Savior for His guidance in all of our 

lives. 

 

The Elders discussed COVID protocols. Elders have agreed to take down the pulpit-side pew tape but will leaving it up on 

the rear lectern-side. Elders and pastors will no longer mask up for Holy Communion distribution but will sanitize our 

hands. The ushers will no longer mask up.  They will continue to spray your hands if you want them sprayed. If you desire 

this, simply hold out your hands so they know.  Beginning the weekend of  March 19 & 20, we will go back to using the 

altar rail distribution of the Lord’s Supper. Do not feel obligated to kneel if you can't. 

 

Congregational President McClure gave an update on how the nominations are coming along for the various boards that 

need to be filled. We thank him for his work on this and other important functions of our church. 

 

Please continue to pray for our Pastors, teachers, secretaries and all other church workers as well as for our congregation.   

 

Stewardship  

Plans are being finalized for the game night.  RSVP by April 13 so our wonderful cooks know how much food 

to prepare.  

 
Baptism buddies are again in the works so we can share our baptism with our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. Watch 

for future information on this. Students new to SJS are being assigned a Baptism Buddy.   
 

LWML 

In the coming year you may see or hear, "What's your 80?" many times.  In Thanksgiving for 80 years of LWML, each 

member, group, zone and/or district is encouraged to reflect God's love by blessing others through 80 gifts, items and/or 

acts of kindness.   
 

Over the years the members of St. John's LWML have tacked quilts during the months of January and February. These 

quilts were then transported to Camp Wartburg, combined with quilts from other congregations and forwarded to 

countries where they were sorely needed.   

This year the 'tackers' decided they would work to the end of March or until they finished 80 quilts. Could they finish their 

task and reach their goal? Yes, with the Lord's blessing, they could!! In fact, not only did they finish before the end of 

March, but they went over their goal and made 88 quilts. These quilts are now packed and ready to be delivered to Camp 

Wartburg.   
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The next project will be the marking and giving of 80 (40 English, 40 Spanish) Bibles to the prison ministry. Members of 

St. John will be invited to help with the marking of these Bibles which will probably be completed in May. Information 

regarding the marking will be placed in the bulletin and The Epistle.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Left to Right: Shirley M., Mardell G., Rosemary O., Carla D., Shirley R. and Edna N.  

 

S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

 

 Blessed Shall You Be 
 

“Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb and the 

fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock. Blessed shall be 

your basket and your kneading bowl. Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.” 

(Deuteronomy 28:3-6) 
 

This is God’s promise to the Israelites as they stood beyond the Jordan outside of the Promised Land. He promises 

blessing to His people. He will make them prosper, whether they are in the city or the field. He will make their fruit of 

their work to prosper, whether from the ground, their wombs, their flocks, or their herds. He will make them to prosper in 

all things, whether upon their coming in or their going out. 
 

But there’s a catch. He would do this for Israel only “if you obey the voice of the LORD your God.” (Deut. 28:2b) If they 

did that, He would cause that “all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you.” (Deut. 28:2a). If they didn’t 

obey the voice of the Lord, if they didn’t keep the commandments of the Lord and “walk in his ways” (Deut. 28:9), they 

would be met with curse and woe. The blessings would be replaced with curses. Everything that the Lord promised to 

prosper and bless would be cursed and fail. 
 

Thanks be to God that our Lord Jesus Christ has come into our flesh and fulfilled the law for us – in our place and for our 

benefit. Our Lord Jesus Christ died for us – in our place and for our benefit. Our Lord Jesus Christ is risen from the dead 

for us – in our place and for our benefit. By this we have justification before God. We are forgiven, clean, holy, and 

righteous. The blessing of God is promised to us in Christ Jesus. It depends upon his work, not ours. 
 

All this is ours in Holy Baptism. For in Holy Baptism, God claims us as His own, makes us His children, His heirs, and 

His holy people. And so it is that the work of our hands and its fruit is holy because we are holy in Christ. It is pressed 

into His service, and it thereby becomes a blessing to us and to our neighbor. 
 

For this great gift, our reception of the blessings of God because of Christ Jesus our Lord, it is our duty to thank and 

praise, serve, and obey Him. This is not in order to receive the blessings but because in Christ we already have. With this 

in mind, we sit down on the first day of the week and set aside as He has prospered us to give to His church for His work 

of blessing in our midst (1 Cor. 16:2).                                    LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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F i n a n c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n   
If you would like updated financial information please email Kelly at secretary@stjohnchester.com or call the 
church office at 618-826-3545. 
 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat Apr 2    5:00 p.m.  Kennedy Nortin & Bryce Williams 

Sun Apr 3   7:45 a.m.  Levi Caldwell 

     10:00 a.m.  Logan Durham 

Wed Apr 6 7:00 p.m. Hannah Crow 

Sat Apr 9 5:00 p.m.  + Avery Hasemeyer & Trey McCartney 

Sun Apr 10 7:45 a.m. +Addison Coffey & Ducan Bargman 

     10:00 a.m.  + Rhett Creason & Reagan Sims 

Mon April 11 12:20 p.m.  Macy Bert 

Tue April 12 12:20 p.m.  Caleb Coffey 

Wed April 13 31 12:20 p.m.  Reed Creason 

Thur April 14 12:20 p.m.  Isac Smith 

Thur April 14 7:00 p.m.  Hannah Crow 

Fri  April 15 7:00 p.m.  Trevin Eggemeyer  

Sat April 16 5:00 p.m.  No Service 

Sun April 17 6:30 a.m. + Avery Hasemeyer  & Jadyn West 

Sun April 17 7:45 a.m. + Macy Bert & Isac Smith 

       10:00 a.m.  + Mallorie Homan & Caleb Coffey 

Sat April 23 5:00 p.m.  Jackson Scanlan 

Sun April 24 7:45 a.m.  Mallorie Homan 

       10:00 a.m.  Grace Irose 

Sat April 30 5:00 p.m.  Kennedy Nortin & Avery Hasemeyer 

Sun May 1 7:45 a.m.   Levi Caldwell 

     10:00 a.m. Caleb Coffey 

 
W e e k e n d  J a n i t o r s  

April 2/3 Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

April 6  Gary Kelkhoff 

April 9/10 Larry McDonough 

April 14 Larry McDonough 

April 15 Chris Urquhart 

April 17 Lisa Meade     

April 23/24Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

April 30/ May 1  Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

 
R a d i o  A n n o u n c e r s /  

    T e c h n i c i a n s  

April 3& 6 Chris Urquhart/ Bob Platt 

April 10 & 14 Tim Lochhead/ Charlie Bargman 

April 15 Dallas Redeker / Dave Verseman 

April 17 Dallas Redeker / Tony Young 

April 24 Amanda Middendorf / Bob Platt 

 
F o o d  P a n t r y  

April 5 Louis McAdams 

April 12 Richard Pautler 

April 19 Wanda Dethrow 

April 26 Larry McDonough 

 

W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s  

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m.Sunday Worship 

Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at ksgm980.com  
 

 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat Apr 2    5:00 p.m.  Sue Abraham 

Sun Apr 3   7:45 a.m.  Darlene Gentsch 

     10:00 a.m. Nancy Urquhart 

Sat Apr 9    5:00 p.m.  Mardell Granger 

Sun Apr 10 7:45 a.m.  Edna Neislein 

     10:00 a.m. Diane Kelkhoff 

Sat April 16 5:00 p.m.  No Service 

Sun April 17 6:00 a.m. Collette Powley 

Sun April 17 7:45 a.m. Linda Sympson 

      10:00 a.m.  Ardell Kruse 

Sat April 23  5:00 p.m.  Vicki Search 

Sun April 24 7:45 a.m.  Janet Bargman 

      10:00 a.m.  Shirley Roth 

Sat April 30  5:00 p.m.   

Sun May 1    7:45 a.m. Dwayne & Susan Schwarz 

      10:00 a.m. Donna Young 
 

  U s h e r  T e a m s  
Sat Apr 2    5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

Sun Apr 3   7:45 a.m.  Ron Rathert 

     10:00 a.m. Rick Casten 

Wed Apr 6  7:00 p.m. Dennis Kontz 

Sat Apr 9    5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

Sun Apr 10 7:45 a.m.  Gary Duensing 

     10:00 a.m. Don Stallman 

Thur April 14 7:00 p.m.  Gary Duensing 

Fri  April 15 7:00 p.m.  Don Stallman  

Sat April 16 5:00 p.m.  No Service 

Sun April 17 6:00 a.m. Ron Rathert 

Sun April 17 7:45 a.m. Dennis Kontz 

      10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat April 23  5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

Sun April 24 7:45 a.m.  Ron Rathert 

      10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

Sat April 30  5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

Sun May 1    7:45 a.m. Gary Duensing 

      10:00 a.m. Don Stallman 
 

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

Mar 28- April 2 Brett Klindworth 

April 4-9 Larry McDonough 

April 11-16 Brett Klindworth 

April 18-23 Larry McDonough 

April 25- April 30 Brett Klindworth 
 
 

C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n  

Church Office, 302 W. Holmes, Chester, Il 62233 

Phone 618-826-3545           

Internet Address  www.stjohnchester.com 
  

 C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

mailto:secretary@stjohnchester.com
http://www.stjohnchester.com/
mailto:krovey@sjshornets.com
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B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

Havi_g the_efor_ thes_ prom_ses, d_arly _elov_d, let _s cle_nse o_rsel_es fr_m all _ilth_ness _f the _lesh _nd 

sp_rit, p_rfec_ing h_line_s in t_e fea_ of Go_. 

A n s w e r  t o  l a s t  m o n t h ’ s  B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than 

themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. Philippians 2:3-4 

 
 

 

N E W   F A C I L I T Y 

 The new total for the New Facility Fund is $588,831.08. If you have a child or grandchild in our school, a 

family member or neighbor who is thinking about sending children to St. John, or just committed to this 

project, help keep this fund growing.  You can contribute your extra change, money you saved using coupons, 

tax refunds, or a percentage of your earnings. 
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