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Jesus’ Baptism from the four Gospels 
We begin another three-year series with the Gospel of Matthew this year and after Epiphany (January 

6
th

) we celebrate Jesus’ Baptism.  Matthew’s account in 3:13-17 includes a discussion not in the other three 

gospels.  John the Baptizer says to Jesus, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  Jesus’ 

response to John the Baptizer shows that John does not yet understand how the Messiah will bring in the 

kingdom of the heavens “now” as a humble human servant.  Jesus even uses the plural pronoun “for us to fulfill 

all righteousness” to show that God’s plan is unexpected, both by John the Baptizer as well as the Jewish 

nation.  In receiving John’s baptism, Jesus pointed to His role as the sin-bearer for all.  During His ministry, 

Jesus forgave sins and healed many with divine power, however Jesus would not allow the people to make Him 

their bread-king after He fed 5,000.  Jesus fulfilled all righteousness by humbly taking the punishment for the 

world’s unbelief in Him and paradoxically being enthroned as the King of the Jews upon the cross.   
 

The other interesting difference in Matthew’s Gospel is that the Father’s pronouncement from heaven is 

in the third person, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  Matthew does not emphasize who 

hears the voice, but that the voice is for all who have ears to hear the Father’s Word.  This also shows how Jesus 

identifies with sinners, as one who comes in our place, as humble servants.  Jesus knew temptation and saw the 

sinful brokenness of the world, yet He never gave into temptation (Hebrews 4:15).  Jesus came to suffer and 

endure all temptations in our place, even the afflictions of scourging and crucifixion.  Jesus also identifies with 

us in our baptism: that we are baptized into His death (Romans 6:3).  Jesus submitted to His Father’s wrath and 

punishment not for any sin of His own, but for us. 
 

Mark and Luke’s account of Jesus’ baptism are mostly similar with a few differences.  Both Mark (1:11) 

and Luke (3:22) have a second person address from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with You I am well 

pleased.”  This emphasizes the unity and singularity of the relationship the Father and His only begotten Son 

share.  Mark repeats Matthew’s “immediately” and describes the heavens as “splitting,” while Luke uses the full 

term “Holy Spirit” and mentions that Jesus was praying.  Mark reflects a divine drama of Jesus’ ministry, which 

began with the sky splitting and ended with the splitting of the curtain of the temple (15:38).  Luke’s reverent 

account shows Jesus’ resolve to stay the course, as He trusts His Father to resurrect Him after death. 
 

  The three-year lectionary does not use the fourth Gospel’s account of Jesus’ baptism.  One reason for 

this may be that John the Evangelist gives his account as the witness of John the Baptizer.  In John’s Gospel, and 

even in his epistles, water plays a major part.  John mentions water more times than the other three (synoptic) 

gospels combined.  John also uses “Father” for God more times than the other Gospels and all of Paul’s epistles 

combined.  These great differences show how John’s Gospel as a whole emphasizes Jesus’ role as God’s Son as 

well as how John uses allusions to indicate the importance of Baptism.  This may be one reason why John’s 

Gospel is read most often during the Easter Season.  When John the Baptizer called Jesus “the Lamb of God,” 

this indicates the type of death Jesus would die: as a sacrifice.  Thus, John’s account also relates Jesus’ baptism 

with His own death on the cross.  John the Baptizer recalls how God sent him to baptize with water while the 

One on whom he sees “the Spirit descend and remain” (1:33) will baptize with the Holy Spirit.  Praise God that 

He adopts and raises each of us as His son or daughter through baptism and the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit 

through the Scripture and Sacraments.   

Pastor Massey 
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Missing Members, changed address? 

According to our congregational constitution, if a member’s “whereabouts are unknown and cannot be 

established within a period of one (1) year” we may call off the search for them and continue serving those who 

are our known neighbors.  Please help us find our members! 

 

November 2021-2022      September 2022-2023 
Victoria Brown      Jerre Atchison 

Brittany Eyman (maiden name), Holley    Hunter Masterson (father was Underwood) 

Cassandra Mehrer  

Debra Welge 

 

November 2022-2023 
Stacey Coffey 

Jessica Lohman 
 

Boards Monthly Updates 

Elders   
Pastor Sims continues to serve a the primary pastor for the Wine Hill and West Point churches with Pastor Massey 

helping with shut-in visits.  It is hopeful that they will extend a call in the 2023. Both of our Pastors continue to be very 

busy with the various aspects of ministry here at St John: Midweek Advent services, Christmas programs, Cantata practice 

for Pastor Massey, both Pastors still visiting the delinquent members, etc.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

 

Pastor Sims will be on vacation from 12/26-12/29. Pastor Massey will be on vacation from 12/26-12/28. There is pastoral 

coverage from our local congregations if needed.  

 

Ushering schedules were discussed, Steve Stallman will still set these up and Ron Dunker will help to print these out for 

the ushering teams.  

 

Please continue to pray for our Pastors, teachers, secretaries, and all other church workers who do the work of our 

gracious and loving Lord.  

                                       
 

Stewardship  

The cradle roll project has been presented to the LWML for their consideration. Additions to the Baptism Buddy list were 

handed out with the names of possible adult matches.  

 

The date for the next New Member Reception was discussed.  Ideas are being considered to call it something else as some 

of the honorees have been members over a year.  

 

Lisa Meade and Larry McGuire will share the vice chairman office.   

 

It was decided to not host a game night in the near future since the New Facility committee is planning an event in the 

spring.  

 

Members were encouraged to assist with taking down the decorations in church on Jan 8.  
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Boards Monthly Updates 

Board of Church Properties 

Assessment and objective desired for level of security for securing Church properties is in progress.  Several companies 

have been contacted, and Bob Platt has accompanied representatives in on-site assessments. 

 

The Fall Festival food stand was successful, thanks to the many volunteers who served up hundreds of sandwiches.  Profit 

was $2,627.69, which has been dedicated to the New Facility. 

 

The fire alarm system for the parish hall has been ordered and is awaiting delivery and installation.  The system has been 

paid-in-full by donations. 

 

The Board approved the cemetery committee’s request of up to $10,000 on rock for an additional access road.  Thanks to 

Kurt Schroeder for volunteering labor and equipment for this project. 

 

Thanks to Stan Gaertner for volunteering to serve on the cemetery committee. 

 

Donations for repair of the bell structure currently total $9,217.11. Donations still needed. 

 

We welcome back Jess Heath as one of our part time janitors. 

 

L W M L  Q u i l t  T A C K I N G  

LWML will start tacking quilts on Tuesday, January 3 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. We invite the ladies of the 

congregation to join us in this project. Come whatever time fits into your schedule.  Please bring a sack lunch. It 

is a good time of fellowship. Tacking will be as weather permits. 

  
L W M L  C o o k i e  S a l e  

A big THANK YOU to everyone that helped make the LWML Cookie sale successful. With your help we 

raised $3,460 for St. John projects. Whether you donated cookies, candy, time and talents or purchased the 

finished product you are appreciated! 

 
W h a t ' s  Y o u r  8 0 ?   

St. John's LWML is so thankful for our school and our students.  To show our thankfulness we gave each 

student in the school, including our preschool,  "Happy Thanksgiving" and Christmas pencils tied up with a 

candy cane.  (That's more than 80.) Each bag for each classroom as seen in the photo included the following 

note to the students: 

 

 The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) would like to wish you a  

          Happy Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas.  We are thankful for each and  

 every one of you.  

 

 We hope these pencils will be useful in your day to day school work.  We wish 

 they would always write the correct answer, but you have to do your part too.  

 Listen, study and do your best! 

 

 And, show the world you are a child of God by your words and actions. 

 

 Let the light of St. John Lutheran School shine through you!! 

 

Other "What's Your 80?" activities are planned for the New Year.  We will keep you posted.   
 

 



Page | 4  

 

S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

 

Your Past Does Not Define Your Future 

 

New Year’s is a celebration of the past and the future. We take stock of the past with thanksgiving and sometimes even 

relief (that it’s over), and we look to the future in hope and anticipation, and perhaps with some worry, for what it holds. 

The point is that New Year’s celebrations remind us of who we are as opposed to who we would like to be, what we have 

done in comparison to what we want to do. It reminds us of our accomplishments, but mostly it reminds us of our failures. 

What we’ve lost. Who we’ve lost. 

 

New Year’s is our own version of Charles Dickens’ classic, A Christmas Carol. And we all play Scrooge. We are visited 

by the ghosts of our pasts, presents and futures. 

 

St. Paul writes: “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 

times, you may abound in every good work. As it is written, ‘He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his 

righteousness endures forever.’ He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed 

for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, 

which through us will produce thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor. 9:6–15). 

 

St. Paul tells us that the Lord will both supply and increase what we need to give to the church for its work in the world. 

He tells us that this work God does in us will enrich and bless us in every way, and through this, will produce 

thanksgiving to God. With this in mind, here is some practical advice to help you take stock of your giving in years past 

and change what needs to be adjusted, improved, or done away with altogether. 

 

First, attend the Divine Service to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. If you’ve not been faithful in 

attending worship to hear the preaching of God’s Word, to receive forgiveness and feast on the rich food of our Lord’s 

body and blood for the eternal benefit of your body and soul, then repent and come to receive the gifts God freely gives. 

God doesn’t want your money. He wants you — all of you (Matt. 22:20–22). 

 

Second, pray for the Lord’s help. Your right as a Christian is to speak with your Father, the King of all creation, freely 

through His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Go to the throne of grace and ask for strength and wisdom to follow His bidding 

faithfully (John 15:1–16). 

 

Third, consider what the church is and what the church does. The church is a place of mercy. It inhales the mercy of the 

Father by the death, resurrection and ascension of His Son through the preaching of the Gospel and the Sacraments. It 

exhales this mercy in love toward neighbors. You are a member of the church, of God’s family. Thus, you are not only a 

recipient of God’s mercy, but a bearer of that mercy for the life of the world. You spread that mercy through the generous 

giving of your income to support the work of the church in the world, as the Israelites did in the Old Testament (Lev. 

27:1–34).  

 

Fourth, take stock of your current giving in light of the New Testament’s teaching on supporting the work of the church. 

Are you giving of your first fruits, taking it out of your paycheck first, or does God get what’s left over? Are you giving 

voluntarily and cheerfully? Are you giving proportionally and generously? The Old Testament required a tithe, or ten 

percent. The New Testament gives freedom to be generous, to give more for the Church’s work. Are you relying on God’s 

promise to provide and increase what you need to do His work? If your answer is no to any of these, repent. If God gave 

you His only Son, will He not provide for you all things, even physical things? Trust Him, His Word, and heed it. 

So, don’t let your past define your future. Rather, commit for the year a generous proportion of your income, which is 

God’s gift to you for this body and life. 
 

 – LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship  

 

 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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Home bound or nursing home person of the week 
Our St. John Lutheran Life Team encourages our members to consider sending a note, picture, or visiting one 
of our home bound or nursing home residents every week.  As fellow members of the mystical body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ we bear with one another in love as we grow up into Him (Ephesians 4:1-16). 

 

December 11 

Shirley Dunker 

Parkwood Meadows,  

805 Parkwood Dr Rm 10 

Ste Genevieve, MO 63679 

 

December 18 

Eunice Atchison 

11537 Mt. Summit. Rd 

Chester, IL 62233 

 

December 25 

Mark Goetting 

102 Hillcrest Drive 

Chester, IL 62233 

 

January 1 

Beulah Helfers 

239 Gleason Hill Rd 

Chester, IL 62233 

 

January 8 

Ila Mae Kloth 

1A Washington Blvd. 

Chester, IL 62233 

 

January 15 

Eileen Crowder 

1220 Cole Place Road 

Chester, IL 62233 

 

January 22 

Mary Lee Gross 

2202 State Street 

Chester, IL 62233 

 

January 29 

Elmer & Jane Kipp  

7736 Shawneetown Trail 

Ellis Grove, IL 62241 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 

Join us for special… 

Epiphany Celebrations 

 

 

The Epiphany of our Lord 

Sat. 1/7      5:00 p.m.  Divine Service   

Sun. 1/8    7:45 a.m.  Divine Service    

                 10:00 a.m.  Divine Service    
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F i n a n c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n   
If you would like updated financial information please email Kelly at secretary@stjohnchester.com or call the 
church office at 618-826-3545. 
 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat Dec 31 5:00 p.m. Preston Abell 

Sun Jan 1  7:45 a.m. No Service 

     10:00 a.m.   Logan Durham 

Sat Jan 7   5:00 p.m. + Grace Irose & Jenna Buskohl 

Sun Jan 8  7:45 a.m. + Hoyt Walls & Duncan Bargman 

                10:00 a.m.  + Mallorie Homan & Reagan Sims 

Sat Jan 14 5:00 p.m.  Trevin Eggemeyer 

Sun Jan 15 7:45 a.m. Levi Caldwell 

     10:00 a.m. Kale Sprengel 

Sat Jan 21  5:00 p.m.  Avery Hasemeyer  

Sun Jan 22 7:45 a.m. Addison Coffey 

     10:00 a.m.  Billy Dethrow 

Sat Jan 28  5:00 p.m.  Bryce Williams 

Sun Jan 29 7:45 a.m.  Hoyt Walls 

     10:00 a.m. Charlie Dethrow 
 
W e e k e n d  J a n i t o r s  

Jan 1  Chris Urquhart 

Jan 7/8  Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

Jan 14/15  Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

Jan 21/22 Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

Jan  28/29 Larry McDonough 
 
R a d i o  A n n o u n c e r s /  

    T e c h n i c i a n s  

Jan 1 Mardell Granger / 

Jan 8 Chris Urquhart / 

Jan 15 Tim Lochhead / 

Jan 22 Dallas Redeker / 

Jan 29 Amanda Middendorf / 
 
F o o d  P a n t r y  

Jan 3 Dec Caraway 

Jan 10 Reuel Smith 

Jan 17 Deb Uchtman 

Jan 24 Louise McAdams 

Jan 31 Richard Pautler 

 
W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s  

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. Sunday 

Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at 

ksgm980.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n  

Church Office, 302 W. Holmes, Chester, Il 62233 

Phone 618-826-3545           

Internet Address  www.stjohnchester.com 
 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat Dec 31   5:00 p.m. Tammy crawford 

Sun Jan 1      7:45 a.m. No Service 

       10:00 a.m. Kathy Sprengel 

Sat Jan 7       5:00 p.m. Karen Miller 

Sun Jan 8      7:45 a.m. Dorothy Gerberding 

        10:00 a.m. Carla Welge 

Sat Jan 14     5:00 p.m. Linda Stallman 

Sun Jan 15    7:45 a.m. Darlene Gentsch 

                    10:00 a.m. Karla Klindworth 

Sat Jan 21     5:00 p.m. Tammy Crawford 

Sun Jan 22    7:45 a.m. Edna Neislein 

        10:00 a.m. Mary Stallman 

Sat Jan 28     5:00 p.m. Laverne Michaud 

Sun Jan 29    7:45 a.m. Linda Sympson 

        10:00 a.m. Joby Petrowske 
 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat Dec 31   5:00 p.m. Don Stallman 

Sun Jan 1      7:45 a.m. No Service 

       10:00 a.m. Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat Jan 7   5:00 p.m. Don Stallman 

Sun Jan 8   7:45 a.m. Dennis Kontz 

    10:00 a.m. Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat Jan 14  5:00 p.m. Don Stallman 

Sun Jan 15 7:45 a.m. Ron Rathert 

                10:00 a.m. Rick Casten 

Sat Jan 21  5:00 p.m. Don Stallman 

Sun Jan 22 7:45 a.m. Gary Duensing 

   10:00 a.m. Steve Stallman 

Sat Jan 28  5:00 p.m. Don Stallman 

Sun Jan 29 7:45 a.m. Dennis Kontz 

    10:00 a.m. Gary Eggemeyer 
 

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

Jan 2-7 Larry McDonough 

Jan 9-14 Brett Klindworth 

Jan 16-21 Steve Stallman 

Jan 23-28 Fred Fricke 

Jan 30- Feb 4 Larry McDonough 

 
C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

mailto:secretary@stjohnchester.com
http://www.stjohnchester.com/
mailto:krovey@sjshornets.com
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 B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   
  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

A_d _h_ L_r_ c_l_e_ S_m_e_ a_a_n _h_ t_i_d _i_e. _n_ h_ a_o_e _n_ w_n_ t_ E_i, _n_ s_i_, H_r_ a_ I; _o_ t_o_ d_d_t 

_a_l _e. _n_ E_i _e_c_i_e_ t_a_ t_e _o_d _a_ c_l_e_ t_e _h_l_. T_e_e_o_e _l_ s_i_ u_t_ S_m_e_, G_, l_e _o_n: _n_ i_ 

s_a_l _e, _f _e _a_l _h_e, _h_t _h_u _h_l_ s_y, _p_a_, L_r_; f_r _h_ s_r_a_t _e_r_t_. S_ S_m_e_ w_n_ a_d _a_ d_w_ i_ 

h_s _l_c_. 

A n s w e r  t o  l a s t  m o n t h ’ s  B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

And the word of the Lord came to Solomon, saying, Concerning this house which thou art in building, if thou wilt walk in 

my statutes, and execute my judgments, and keep all my commandments to walk in them; then will I perform my word 

with thee, which I spake unto David thy father: And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will not forsake my 

people Israel. I Kings 6:11-13 
 

N E W   F A C I L I T Y 
Were you given some money for Christmas because the giver didn't know what to buy?  Want to honor a special someone 

at the start of the New Year?  Consider a donation to the New Facility Fund.  The current total is $631,190.27. Before any 

new construction takes place, contributions need to come from all ages of our members.  Set aside a certain amount each 

month or with each paycheck.  Plan to honor your child when he brings home good grades or makes all his free throws.   

Show your appreciation of a certain teacher with a gift to the New Facility Fund.   
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