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Learning from our Most Important Saints:  
Parents and Grandparents 

On occasion, we observe saints’ days in the Church.  We don’t have a special service during the 
week, if a day remembering a saint happens to fall on a weekday.  However, if a saint’s day 
falls on a Saturday or Sunday we will often observe it.  Most recently we observed the Feast of 
St. James the Elder.    
 

We remember such saints as a matter of heeding the words of the writer of the book of He-
brews:  

“Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God.   
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.”   

                                                                                     (Hebrews 13:7) 
 

We don’t worship the saints, we worship with the saints (living and resting).  We don’t pray to 
the saints, we pray in communion with the saints.  We “remember” what they’ve passed on to 
us.  We “consider the outcome” of their lives.  We “imitate their faith” in Jesus Christ.     
 

It is certainly beneficial to remember martyrs such as St. James who was killed for the sake of 
Christ.  Knowing Jesus had died for him, James was willing to be put to death.  The promise of 
Christ’s forgiveness and eternal life gave him the strength to endure in faith.  According to an 
early church father (Clement of Alexandria, c. 150 AD), James even shared Christ with the 
guard escorting him to his execution.  The guard asked James to give him Christ’s forgiveness.  
James did and they both confessed their faith in Jesus.  Both were executed together.  These 
are indeed compelling things for us to consider and imitate. 
 

What if I told you the most important saints in your life are not found in the Bible or the history 

of the early church?  Instead, they are found in your own family.  Multiple studies
1
 over the 

years have shown that the greatest personal influences on one’s religious faith are parents 
and grandparents.  Whether we realize it or not, it seems we “imitate” the faith of our parents 
and grandparents, and our children and grandchildren do the same.  

I can certainly relate. I often consider the way my parents and grandparents lived and their 
faithfulness as it was passed on to me and my siblings.  Maybe you can relate as well.  Many of 
you have shared stories of parents faithfully bringing you to worship every week, teaching you 
how to worship and appreciate the liturgy, and yearn for the Sacrament.  I’ve heard stories of 
parents and grandparents sacrificing to make sure their children or grandchildren could attend 
a Lutheran school.           (continued on page 2) 
 
       1The National Study of Youth and Religion released in 2014, just to name one of several. 
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  You’ve shared with me how influential these and other things have been in your life of faith.  
        
Are there some potential problems with this paradigm?  Yes, we are all sinner-saints struggling in a 
fallen world. Things don’t always go the way they are supposed to.   
 

We often think of the proverb, “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he 
will not depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6) While this word of God is certainly true, such proverbs of 
the Bible are general truths, not absolute formulas.  Sometimes when parents and grandparents 
are faithful some children still depart the faith, or at least see it as of little importance.  This is of 
no fault of those saints who have tried to influence the next generation.  We continue to pray and 
reach out to those who stray.    
 

Sometimes, people don’t have the positive influence of faithful parents and grandparents, yet by 
the miracle of the Gospel the Holy Spirit calls people into the Christian faith.  Maybe you had Chris-
tian parents, but they weren’t very faithful in living out their faith. You now have the opportunity 
to turn the tide and be faithful saints for your children and grandchildren, nieces and nephews.  
Faithful, church attendance wasn’t modeled for you?  Hasn’t been a priority for you?  Repent and 
rejoice in Christ’s forgiveness.  Now you can establish the habit of weekly worship for your family. 
   
The death and resurrection, forgiveness and eternal life of Jesus gave James the strength to per-
severe in the Christian faith.  The same is true for those saints we have known in our lives today.  
The Lord bless and keep us, and generations to come, as we imitate their faith.  
 

Pastor Tim A. Sims 

      
St. John Open House 

St. John Lutheran School will have an “Open House” on Sunday, August 15, 2021, from 5pm – 6pm. All students and 

parents are invited to attend.  This open house will give parents and students an opportunity to bring in school supplies 

and visit their child’s classroom and teacher.  We will begin school on Monday, August 16th, 2021, at 8:00am. 

 

Vacation Bible School 
Discovery on Adventure Island was a great success!  Sixty kids and over 28 volunteers made Vacation Bible School 

happen.  They enjoyed games, crafts, and snacks that helped enhance the stories of Creation, Moses and the Burning 

Bush, and Faith Through the Roof. In front of a lighthouse and tropical scenery, devotions and music taught everyone 

how connection with God brings the invitation to shine God’s light in a world that needs it now more than ever.   

 

When you see the following volunteers, thank they for helping out.  Consider volunteering next year! 

3 yr olds Heather Hartman, Shellie Astin  Cheryl Dethrow, Amber Cushman  

4 yr olds Laurie Irose, Debi Caraway ,Camryn Luthy  

K Lisa Meade, Brenna Astin,  Bralynn Astin  

1st grade Mariah Bargman, Jennifer Campbell  2nd & 3rd Heather McCartney  

4-5-6 Keri Sims Crafts Carol Kaempfe, Hannah Kaempfe, Kinsli McCartney  

Cooking Rosemary Oetting, Sue Abraham, Sandy Colvis, Ally Rowold 

Games Brenda Owen, Joshua Sims, Isaac Sims, Lucas Thompson 

Music Karl Rovey, Dianna Mueller, Deb Uchtman   

Devotions Pastor Sims      Crossing Guard & Dismissal Guard: Lance Campbell 

Photographer:  Mary Caldwell   

Advertising:  Dianna Mueller & Youth Group 

Registration: Jill Arbeiter, Sherry Bohnert, Mary Caldwell, Brenna Astin & Bralynn Astin  

Scenery:  Karen Miller 

Luncheon:  Rosemary Oetting 
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

 

When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the account of the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a moving 

account. Our Lord praises the seemingly small gift of two copper coins given by a poor widow above the abundance of 

gifts given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them” (Luke 21:3). And 

that is usually where we stop. But the text goes on. “For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her 

poverty put in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4). 

 

“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held nothing back. She trusted that the Lord who made 

her and all creatures; who gave her everything she had; who redeemed her from her own sin, from death, and the power 

of the devil; who called her by the gospel and enlightened her with His gifts of Word and Sacrament; would continue to 

do this. He would provide her with all that she needed for this body and life because that is the character of the God she 

had.  

 

But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared small, was actually large. When we are tempted to 

give small gifts, it is precisely because we want them to be small! We don’t trust the Lord to provide for us. We give 

small gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and keeps us in the one true faith. 

We give small gifts because we doubt that God will really give us what we need and desire. We give small gifts because 

we are not content with what God has already given.  

 

We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant (Galatians 4). We are adopted sons of the free 

woman. And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs receive the inheritance. For everything is already ours in 

Christ. And thus, moved by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in financial matters far beyond all that 

done by those under the Old Covenant who were forced by legal demands.  

 

So, what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? Let the Scriptures be your guide. 

 

We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 Corinthians 16:1–2, 2 

Corinthians 8:12). But you have not been set free to give nothing. See that you excel in the grace of giving (2 Corin-

thians 8:7)!  

 

We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God who gives us all good gifts, without gener-

osity for our neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without supporting the community of faith in which we live, without 

care for our spiritual fathers and those who teach and help raise our children in the faith, and without resources for the 

poor and needy. 

 

In short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what God has given us only for us. For love is the fulfillment 

of the law (Romans 13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love God and love your neighbor (Matthew 22:34–40). We 

love because He first loved us. We give because He has given to us.  

 

Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (LW 14:240). There is a reason your 10 fingers 

spread apart. With your hands you catch God’s gifts for what you need and let the rest fall through your fingers to your 

neighbors – your family, your friends, your community, your church. 

 

Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

 

 

PUBLIC SCHOOL CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Pastor Massey plans to begin another two-year program for teaching  Luther's Small Catechism this autumn.  Confirma-

tion classes will be held on Wednesdays after school from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.  This being his second class, he plans on 

incorporating more discussion, Bible stories, and verbal memorization.  Interested parties in grades 5-7: please contact 

the Church Office at 826-3545 so that we may order materials.   
 

 

 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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Monthly board and organization updates 
PTL 

Our next meeting will be August 9 at 6pm in the Parish Hall.  We will be working on plans for the Dinner Auction to be held on 

October 2. We have set the Book Fair Dates for September 20-24.  

 

Stewardship 

It has come to the attention of the Board of Stewardship that some new members wonder why they were not invited to the new 

member reception held June 13, 2021. 

 

If you recall that in our bulletin inserts, we noted there would be two separate receptions. 

Why? 

 

The planning of the new member reception was initiated during the COVID-19 pandemic and its restrictions.  As such, the 

Randolph County Board of Health limited the number of people allowed in our parish hall.  We had more new members than we 

had allotted spaces. 

 

Hence, two separate receptions. 

 

No one is purposely being snubbed.  Invitations for the second reception have been mailed.  We hope those new members and new 

confirmands, as well as any of our church family, attend this new member reception. 

 

As to confirmands being invited to this reception. . .  Well, new confirmands have always been invited to the new member recep-

tion.  It is what we call tradition. 

 

The Board of Stewardship may revisit the name of this event next year, but for now it remains New Member Reception. 

 

We appreciate your understanding, and may God Bless you. 

 

Elders 

The newly elected Elders are Ron Dunker, Brett Klindworth, and Ted Mueller. Reelected to the board are Kevin Weber and Gary 

Duensing. Thanks also to Dwayne Schwartz and Mike Coffey for serving as their terms have ended.  

Reorganization for officers are: Gary Duensing, chairman, Kevin Weber, vice-chairman and Dave Verseman, secretary. 

Covid protocol was discussed with the following recommendations: please sign the attendance sheet and mark in it if you plan to 

take Holy Communion. Once completed please give it to the person next to you. The communion cards no longer need to be used. 

These will be removed in the coming weeks. The Elder assistants who have been fully vaccinated will no longer be wearing masks 

when they are helping to distribute the Lord's Supper. The trays will be filled with individual cups instead of every other portal. If 

there is a concern about these please talk to one of the Pastors or Elders. A reminder that the pastors are also still offering private 

Holy Communion between or after worship services for anyone who may have concerns.  

Pastor Massey will be attending a Doxology conference from 7/18-7/24 

Pastor Sims will be on vacation from 7/27-8/1  

 

Trustees 

Retaining wall is nearing completion. There will be a handicap parking space for easy handicap access to the Parish Hall. Several 

bids for fencing along High Street are being reviewed. 

 

Freezer alarm for the walk-in freezer at the Parish Hall has been installed and is working well. Thanks to Dave Bargman and Tony 

Young for their expertise in connecting necessary internet. 

 

Searching for outside contractor to see around steeple clock, and a contractor to replace Church’s front door fascia.  

 

Will be installing security cameras at the School and Parish Hall. 

 

Compare process, materials and labor for 7th grade floor, which will be replaced well before the 1st day of school. 

 

Trying to establish a Maintenance Committee with volunteers to help with maintaining Church properties. There would be no meet-

ings, just a list of who to call for assistance according to one’s talents. All jobs would only require a few hours per year.  Please 

consider volunteering. 

 

Have been cleaning out the School and Church office by recycling old electronics and boxes of old payroll records and receipts 10 

years old and older. 

 

The cemetery survey has been done and we can now proceed with an additional access road.  
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat  July 31 5:00 p.m.   Jackson Scanlan 

Sun Aug 1   7:45 a.m.   Levi Caldwell 

     10:00 a.m.   Caleb Coffey 

Sat  Aug 7   5:00 p.m.   Jadyn West 

Sun Aug 8   7:45 a.m.   Preston Abell 

                  10:00 a.m.   Brayden Juenger 

Sat  Aug 14 5:00 p.m.   Levi Caldwell 

Sun Aug 15 7:45 a.m.   Macy Bert 

     10:00 a.m.  Rhett Creason 

Sat  Aug 21 5:00 p.m.  Jenna Buskohl 

Sun Aug 22 7:45 a.m.  Isac Smith 

     10:00 a.m.  Hannah Crow 

Sat  Aug 28 5:00 p.m.  Alex Maes 

Sun Aug 29 7:45 a.m.  Max Blechle 

     10:00 a.m. Natalie Guetersloh 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat July 31    5:00 p.m.    Tammy Crawford 

Sun Aug 1     7:45 a.m.    Connie Gaertner 

       10:00 a.m.    Susan McClure 

Sat Aug 7      5:00 p.m.     Mary Webster 

Sun Aug 8     7:45 a.m.     Elaine Kattenbraker 

       10:00 a.m.     Nancy Urquhart 

Sat Aug 14    5:00 p.m.     Mardell Granger 

Sun Aug 15   7:45 a.m.     Collette Powley 

       10:00 a.m.     Rebekah Hillerman 

Sat Aug 21    5:00 p.m.     Vicki Search 

Sun Aug 21   7:45 a.m.     Barb McCormick 

       10:00 a.m.     Diane Kelkhoff 

Sat Aug 28    5:00 p.m.     Marian Knop 

Sun Aug 29   7:45 a.m.     Gennine Westerman 

       10:00 a.m.    Ardell Kruse 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

July 31/Aug 1 Dennis Mott 

Aug 7/8 Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

Aug 14/15 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

Aug  21/22 Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

  Aug 28/29 Larry McDonough 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat July 31    5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Aug 1     7:45 a.m.    Gary Duensing 

       10:00 a.m.    Don Stallman 

Sat Aug 7      5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Aug 8     7:45 a.m.    Dennis Kontz 

       10:00 a.m.    Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat Aug 14    5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy  

Sun Aug 15   7:45 a.m.    Ron Rathert 

       10:00 a.m.    Rick Casten 

Sat Aug 21    5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Aug 22    7:45 a.m.   Gary Duensing 

        10:00 a.m.   Don Stallman 

Sat Aug 28     5:00 p.m.   Tim Hardy 

Sun Aug 29    7:45 a.m.   Dennis Kontz 

        10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

 

  

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at 

ksgm980.com  

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

Aug 1   Brett Klindworth & Tony Young 

Aug 8   Chris Urquhart & Bob Platt 

Aug 15 Tim Lochhead & Charlie Bargman 

Aug 22 Dallas Redeker & Dave Verseman 

Aug 29 Amanda Middendorf & Tony Young 

A l u m i n u m  

C a n s  

Aug 2-7 Brett Klindworth 

Aug 9-14 Larry McDonough 

Aug 16-21 Fred Fricke 

Aug 23-28 Brett Klindworth 

Aug 30– Sept 4 Larry McDonough 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

Aug 3 Reuel Smith 

Aug 10 Deb Uchtman 

Aug 17 Louise McAdams 

Aug 24  

Aug 31 Richard Pautler 

O u r  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2020 to  7/26/2021  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $1,200,087.20     Beginning Balance 7/31/20                $25,000.00 

Year-to-date Expense                    $1,167,620.05  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($63,500.00)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     $32,467.15  Borrowed year-to-date                       $33,500.00 

       Current Balance as of   7/26/2021             $0.00  
 

Average 2021 Attendance per Week    154                       LOC Renewal Fee                                    $90.00  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:krovey@sjshornets.com
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Return Service Requested 

                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

 

A_d _h_ S_i_i_ a_d _h_ b_i_e _a_, C_m_. A_d _e_ h_m _h_t _e_r_t_ s_y, _o_e. _n_ l_t _i_ t_a_ i_ 

a_h_r_t _o_e. _n_ w_o_o_v_r _i_l, _e_ h_m _a_e _h_ w_t_r _f _i_e _r_e_y.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    
 

And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, 

Come over into Macedonia, and help us. And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavored to 

go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them. Acts 

16:9-10  

 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

     St. John Lutheran School draws students of many Christian faiths as well as several unchurched students.  This 

golden opportunity to teach children about Jesus is St. John's most visible evangelism tool.  Just think how effective we 

would be with a new facility! With the contributions of dedicated donors, we are moving for-

ward,  our current total is $571,725.08. 

     Contributions are tax-deductible and can be given at any time.  Set aside a steady amount 

to give each month or each pay day.  Be a part of the future of Christian education in Chester. 


