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What God gives in the Divine Service 
 

What does it mean to be a Christian?  Does one’s faith really make any difference?  Does God care if you are 

Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Baptist, or Methodist?  The differences of every denomination may seem too small to no-

tice for most people, but for the God who numbers each hair of your head, what one believes about His eternal Word 

does carry weight.  The world despises God’s work and people through the ages, just as the world despises what peo-

ple believe about Him today.  That is why going to church is such a crucial part of being a Christian.  Reading the Bi-

ble regularly is also important, but knowing what your chosen church teaches and believes makes you part of a tradi-

tion: a part of the living and breathing body of Christ. 

 

Living out one’s Christian faith means denying ones’ sinful flesh and misguided feelings as well as disregard-

ing the world’s perspective in order to follow God’s Word.  The guidance of God’s Commandments, especially the 

First Table, reveal how easy it is to sin and how needed God’s forgiveness is.  God reinforces His gifts of Word and 

Sacrament in His Church by teaching, preaching, and the mutual conversation of the brethren.  God works through 

these means to make saints in this fallen world full of sinners.  It is not easy to follow His straight road; in fact without 

His Spirit it is impossible.  While the majority gets comfortable sleeping in on Sundays, God is calling His own back 

to Him.  Pastor Peter Speckhard gives an example of how regular attendance means much more than we can see or 

perceive with earthly eyes. 

 

 When you decide to skip church, you aren’t only deciding for yourself that you can do with-

out Word and Sacrament ministry and the mutual consolation of the brethren for an entire week.  

You’re also unilaterally declaring that everyone else can do just fine without you there.  But you are 

wrong.  The indelible impression on young minds of seeing widows and newlyweds, trouble-makers 

and respectable folk, black and white, rich and poor, young and old all singing and praying together 

can never happen if people don’t show up. 

 

 When you stay home because your toddler is too much of a hassle in church, you might be 

making your morning more manageable, but you're also declaring that the ninety-year-old who some-

times sits behind you will not have your toddler to smile at and thereby have his faith in the future of 

God's promises reinforced.  (Peter Speckhard, Connected to Christ: Why Membership Matters, St. 

Louis: CPH, 2017, pg. 65-66) 

 

The temptations of the world lead many away from God and His Church.  God continues to send out His 

Word to the world, calling all to see the fallen world for what it is and to realize this time is limited, while life re-

deemed and renewed by Christ goes on forever. 

 

Pastor Massey 
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Looking for Members… 

Please help us find our members.  We miss having them with us in worship.  We would 

like to contact them to ask how they are doing.  We also would like to know if they are at-

tending an LCMS congregation so that we can transfer their records and membership. 

Gerald Baughman, last at 4341 Chester Rd.  

Theresa Blockley, last at 123 Allen St, Chester  

Angie Brown, last at 1037 Glenbrook Ave, St. Louis  

Brandon Brown, last at 1804 High St  

Patsy Brown, last at 22 E. State St  

Robert Casten, last at 504 Branch St, Chester  

Alfred Coleman, last at 1612 Swanwick, Chester 

Gayla Crabtree, Jackson, Oak Ridge, or Cape Girardeau, MO? 

(Stephanie) & Rinoa Delay, last at 779 State St, Chester 

Sharon Draves, moved from 11504 Ebenezer Rd, Rockwood 

Larry Eggemeyer, last at 7 Davis St, Chester 

Matt Franklin, last at 2152 N. Greenbrier Rd, Long Beach, CA 

Suzanna Griffin, (John) & Becky Hogrefe’s daughter, last at 505 S. Halliday Ave, Du Quoin 

Ricky Hecke, last at 6318 W. Park Ave, St. Louis, MO 

Aimee Hohman, left about two years ago, kids: Alexander (12) & Kylee (9) 

Jamison & Rheannon Korando, last at 3131 State Rt. 150, Chester 
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Hunter Masterson, last at 6061 Collins Rd, Ellis Grove 

Lori McDonald (Wingerter), moved from 325 Van Zant St, Chester 

Nathaniel McIntyre, last at 507 W. German, Chester 

Joretta Mehrer, last at 723 Ann, Chester 

Michelle & Abigail Pierce, last at 627 Solomon, Chester 

Connie Res, last at 647 State St, Chester: building condemned 

Jillian & (Keith) Rubach, last at 4550 Old Bremen Rd, Chester 

Ben Russell, last at 951 3rd Street, Chester 

Robert Schweizer, last at 1530 High St, Chester 

(Nathan) & Kristen Seyler, moved to Chester 2 years ago 

Robert Walker, last at 101 Spring Creek Lane, Chester 

Crystal & Austin Weaver, last at 319 W. Holmes, Chester 

Leanna Weaver, last at 54 E. Kaskaskia, Chester 

Rayna Williams, last at 1506 Spring St (to Steeleville?) 

Dawn & Alexis Wingerter, last at 57053 Selecta Ave, Yucca Valley, CA (PJM msg 6/25) 

Eric Wingerter, last at 2910 Cardinal Lane, Chester 

John Wingerter, last at 2659 Meadowview, Chester 
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

       Whenever the topic of stewardship and giving comes up, the conversation inevitably turns to the question: “How 

much should I give?” Answers will vary because the motive behind such questions also vary. 

 

Sometimes the motive behind asking this question is for self-justification. Even though, as Lutherans, we know we are 

not saved by our works but by grace through faith because of Jesus’ substitutionary atonement, the natural religion of 

fallen man is to earn God’s favor by what we do. 

 

Take, for example, the response of our Lord to the rich young ruler who asked, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

Jesus first tells him to keep the commandments. The rich young ruler responds by indicating that all this he has kept 

from his youth. But Jesus tells him that he lacks one thing: He must sell all he has and give it to the poor and then fol-

low Him.  

 

This rich young ruler went away sad because he was quite wealthy and could not part with his possessions. Here we 

see that those who seek to justify themselves by their giving will hear a response that intensifies the duty that God 

places upon them. Indeed, they will hear a response that makes it impossible to win God’s favor by their works. 

 

But to those who genuinely desire to know their duty as Christians in the arena of giving, we look to the Bible for our 

answer. We believe the Bible is the Word of God. And we know that the Word of God has been “breathed out by God 

and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 

complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17).  

 

So, we begin to answer the question, “What should I give?” with the question, “What does the Bible say about how 

much we should give and to whom?” 

 

The Old Testament is explicit. The expectation is that the people of God would give a tithe – 10 percent – of the first 

fruits of their labor to support the full-time ministry of the Levites. This is what the Lord gave Moses to teach the peo-

ple: 

 

“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord your 

God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of 

your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your 

God always.  

 

“And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the Lord your God blesses 

you, because the place is too far from you, which the Lord your God chooses, to set his name there, then you 

shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand and go to the place that the Lord your God 

chooses and spend the money for whatever you desire – oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your 

appetite craves.  

 

“And you shall eat there before the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your household. And you shall not 

neglect the Levite who is within your towns, for he has no portion or inheritance with you. 

 

“At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the same year and lay it up 

within your towns. And the Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the 

fatherless, and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat and be filled, that the Lord your God 

may bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.” (Deut. 14:22–29) 

 

This principle of tithing is carried over into the New Testament, though not explicitly by calling it a tithe. St. 

Paul teaches the Church at Corinth the following:  
 

We are to give to the church regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 

Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (1 Cor. 16:1–2; Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), ear-

nestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). And all of this is because the “Lord has or-

dained that those who preach the Gospel should make their living by the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14), just as the Levites did. 
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This is our New Testament standard. Since Christ became poor for us in order to make us rich in Him – blessing us 

with the riches of heaven – so we have also been so blessed to follow the example of our Lord and Savior and give 

of ourselves and the work of our hands to bless others with the same.  

 

If we have been lax in this, let us, like our Lord, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross and scorned its 

shame, likewise begin to work toward this goal of regular giving of a generous proportion of the first fruits of God’s 

giving to us.  

 

And let us do so not begrudgingly, but for the joy set before us – with a spirit of eagerness, cheerfulness, and love – 

to share the blessings of God with those placed into our care. 

 
Taken from lcms.org/stewardship  

R u m m a g e  S a l e  a n d  B a k e  S a l e  

The LWML back to school rummage, coffeecake and bake  sale will be August 9 and 10 Friday from 1:00 p.m. to 

6:00 p.m. and Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. We will start working on pricing August 5 through August 8. Dona-

tions for the sale can be brought to the Parish Hall August 5 through August 8 from 8:30 a.m. till 5:00 p.m.  We will 

be baking coffeecakes and also asking for donations of baked goods. The only way this will be a success is if we 

have a lot of volunteers. Please plan to help. Thank you. 

 

L W M L  F u n d r a i s e r s  

St. John’s LWML has been blessed with very active members plus many volunteers from our church and also friends 

of church members that want to help. Thank you. The profit from the rummage, coffee cake, and bake sale was 

$4,258.60. This will go directly to the church. The profit from our flower sale was $1,292.21. This goes to the 

LWML treasury for our various projects. The profit from the card sale was $500 and this will go to the 2020 mis-

sionary trip fund. 

O f f i c e r s  a n d  B o a r d  M e m b e r s  

 f o r  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0  

 
President: Don Stallman  

Vice- Pres: David Rowold  

Secretary: Donna Young  

Treasurer: Gary Eggemeyer  

Assistant to the Treasurer: Paul Stallman  

 

Elders:   
Gary Bierman  Ted Mueller  Cody Bendorf  Larry Congleton   Charlie Bargman  

Gary Duensing    Mike Coffey  Chris Colvis  Dwayne Schwarz  Kevin Weber    

 

Trustees: 
Randy Kaempfe   Wanda Dethrow Shannon McDonough  

Bud Stallman   Greg Rowold Sue Abraham   

  

Education:  

Rhonda Dunning  Chris Blechle Mary Caldwell    

Lacey Eggemeyer Reta Mott Laurie Irose   

  

Stewardship: 

Carolyn Colvis  Lisa Mead  Brett Klindworth    

Virginia Rowold   Jill Arbierter  Sharon Congleton   

 

Thank you to all the officers and board members coming off the boards and those who will be serving this year. We 

appreciate your service to the church.  

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat  July 6 5:00 p.m.     Hayden Cartwright 

Sun July 7 7:45 a.m.     Cole Johnson 

     10:00 a.m.  Connor Mott 

Sat  July 13 5:00 p.m.   Clayton Kothe 

Sun July 14 7:45 a.m.   Kinsli McCartney 

     10:00 a.m.   Isac Smith 

Sat  July 20 5:00 p.m.   Jordan Bushohl 

Sun July 21 7:45 a.m.   Reed Creason 

     10:00 a.m.  Landon Welge 

Sat July 27  5:00 p.m.   Jasmine Merideth 

Sun July 28 7:45 a.m.   Max Blechle 

     10:00 a.m.  Alex Williamson 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat July 6   5:00 p.m.     Virginia Rowold 

Sun July 7   7:45 a.m.    Dorothy Rinne 

      10:00 a.m.   Carla Welge 

Sat July 13    5:00 p.m.  Janice Dettmer 

Sun July 14  7:45 a.m.   Edna Neislein 

      10:00 a.m.   Mary Stallman 

Sat July 20  5:00 p.m.    Doris Knoke 

Sun July 21 7:45 a.m.    Linda Sympson 

      10:00 a.m.   Dolores Hillerman 

Sat  July 27 5:00 p.m.    Carolyn Colvis 

Sun July 28 7:45 a.m.    Janet Bargman 

      10:00 a.m.   Barb Welge 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

July 6/7 Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

July 13/14  Larry McDonough 

July 20/21  Dennis Mott 

July 27/28  Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat July 6      5:00 p.m.    Volunteer 

Sun July 7     7:45 a.m.    Gary Duensing 

       10:00 a.m.    Don Stallman 

Sat July 13    5:00 p.m.    Volunteer 

Sun July 14   7:45 a.m.    Dennis Kontz 

       10:00 a.m.    Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat July 20    5:00 p.m.    Volunteer 

Sun July 21   7:45 a.m.    Ron Rathert 

       10:00 a.m.    Rick Casten 

Sat  July 27   5:00 p.m.    Volunteer 

Sun July 28   7:45 a.m.    Gary Duensing 

       10:00 a.m.    Don Stallman 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at ksgm980.com  

A l t a r  G u i l d  

July 6 & 20 Dr. Allan & Louise Liefer, Ken & Virginia Rowold 

July 7 & 21 Janet Bargman, Karen Hecht 

July 14 & 28 Richard and Brenda Pautler, Nancy Urquhart & Pan Johnston 

R a d i o  A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

July 7 Chris Colvis / Charlie Bargman 

July 14 Mike Welge / Lynn Rickenberg 

July 21 Tim Lochhead / Bob Platt 

July 28  Dallas Redeker / Tony Young 

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

July 1-6 Larry McDonough 

July 8-13 Fred Fricke 

July 15-20 Brett Klindworth 

July 22-27 Mike Welge 

July 29– Aug 3 Larry McDonough 

F o o d  P a n t r y   

July 2 Shirley Roth 

July 9 Chris Urquhart 

July 16 Rosemary Oetting  

July 23 Doris Knoke 

July 30 Mike Welge 

O u r  2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2018 to  6/24/19  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $754,548.85        Beginning Balance 7/31/18                $104,076.27 

Year-to-date Expense                    $1,012,838.85    Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($490,320.09)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($258,290.00)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $515,100.00 

       LOC Renewal Fee                                      $80.00  
  

Average 2019 Attendance per Week  227                         Current Balance as of   6/24/19             $128,936.18 
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                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

Now M_ses k_pt th_ floc_ of Je_hro h_s fat_er-in-_aw, th_ prie_t of M_dian: _nd he _ed th_ 

floc_ to th_ back_ide o_ the d_sert, _nd ca_e to t_e mou_tain _f God, _ven t_ Hore_. And t_e 

ang_l of t_e Lor_ appe_red u_to hi_ in a f_ame o_ fire _ut of _he mi_st of _ bush: _nd he 

_ooke_, and, b_hold, _he bu_h bur_ed wi_h fir_, and t_e bus_ was n_t con_umed.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man of understanding is of an excellent spirit. Even a 

fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise: and he that shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of under-

standing. Proverbs 17:27-28  

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

Thank you to everyone who recently contributed to the New Facility Fund.  The current total is 

$563,017.00.  With faithful donations, St. John Lutheran School will continue to graduate future 

honor students, competitive athletes, student council officers, successful businessmen and women, 

qualified military leaders, and honest workers-all rooted with Christian principles.  

 CAPPERS will meet on Sunday, July 14 1:00 p.m. to play cards and have a light meal in the Parish Hall.  

C a p p e r s  


