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Reading the Daily Lectionary (LSB, 299) 
The Lutheran Service Book (LSB) includes one of the 

best bible reading plans on page 299.  This plan takes into con-

sideration three important aspects in making daily Bible reading 

a habit: (1) a manageable amount to read, (2) linking readings to 

the church year, and (3) selection, or in other words, what can be 

skipped.  The beauty of this plan is that it balances all three as-

pects.   
 

The readings from the first five books of the bible, the 

Torah or Pentateuch (shown in the left column in black with 

white font), skip most genealogy lists and culminate with the 

crossing of the Red Sea (Exodus 14), on Easter Day.  This is fit-

ting because the word “Hebrew” (י  means to cross over (ִעְבִרִ֑

or through.  The readings continue through the Easter Season 

with the Exodus and God giving His glorious Law through 

Moses.   
 

The New Testament (right column), begins with St. 

Mark (the four Gospel accounts are in black with white font) dur-

ing Lent and finishes before Easter so that Holy Week and the 

week after Easter allow for almost all of the book of Hebrews.  

The beginning “nativity” parts of St. Matthew and St. Luke are 

saved for the 12 Days of Christmas and St. John is finished in 

June but started fresh again in February during Epiphany until 

Ash Wednesday. 
 

During the Trinity season, both the New and Old Testa-

ments are read roughly chronologically.  Late June starts with 

Joshua’s entrance into the Promised Land through the unified 

(2nd Samuel) and divided (1st Kings) Israel to the Assyrian and 

Babylonian Exiles in 2nd Kings and finally to the return under 

Cyrus’s Decree for the building of the second temple in Nehe-

miah.  Likewise, in the New Testament the church grows in Acts 

and Paul’s early epistle of Galatians is placed just after the Jeru-

salem Council in Acts 15.  The history of Acts is finished first to 

give background for the other major letters of Paul. 
 

As summer cools and the church year nears its end we 

read the first Gospel and the last book of Moses: St. Matthew and 

Deuteronomy.  Then the Advent and Christmas seasons are en-

riched with the majority of Isaiah’s prophesies along with the 

“catholic” or universal epistles of Peter and John.  Romans 

brings in the Epiphany season and new year with Paul’s clear 

distinction between Law and Gospel and preparation for Lent 

begins again with the harsh testing of Job and the soaring beauty 

of St. John’s Gospel.                Pastor Justin Massey 
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   Pastor Massey’s Wedding Reception in Chester 

Pastor Massey met Danae Otten at St. Paul Lutheran Church of Hamel, Illinois after an evening 

choir service of the Concordia Theological Seminary Kantorei in January 2020.  Danae’s father, David 

Otten, is also an LCMS pastor currently serving at Golconda and Eldorado, Illionis.  Pastor Otten retired 

in 2020 from 26 years of service as a chaplain in the US Navy.   

 

Danae is the third of four children, all fans of the University of Nebraska Corn Huskers.  She 

graduated from Concordia University in Seward and has served various LCMS churches since then.  She 

greatly enjoys spending time with her extended family, nieces and nephews.  Danae is looking forward to 

being our newest member and meeting her new church family on Saturday, June 12th from 2 to 4 p.m at 

our Veterans Memorial Parish Hall.  There will be light refreshments available and spaced tables and 

chairs. 

 

Missing Members, changed address? 

According to our congregational constitution, if a member’s “whereabouts are unknown and can-

not be established within a period of one (1) year” we may call off the search for them and continue serv-

ing those who are our known neighbors.  Please help us find our members! 

 

May 2020-2021   May 2021-2022 

Lindsay Hammel  Devin Valleroy 

    Anastasia Valleroy 

July 2020-2021  Emma Valleroy 

Erin Stauffer   Matthew Weaver 
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

 

St. Paul teaches us: “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 

6:6). And again, he says: “Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their food 

from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord 

commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:13–14). In 

other words, ministers of the Gospel are supported by the offerings of those who are served by them.  

 

And this is how the church lives even now. It is standard practice. But this deserves closer examination. For it 

instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we are to give. And it does so with four little words: “In 

the same way …”  

 

St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving of individual 

members on the example of the Old Testament people who supported the Levites with their offerings and sac-

rifices. We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how did the Old Testament people sup-

port the Levites?  

 

Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And be-

fore the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe 

of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to 

fear the Lord your God always” (Deut. 14:22–23). The Levites were supported by the tithe, 10 percent of all 

the yearly yield of that which was harvested. 

 

Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we are to support the New Testa-

ment Gospel ministry “in the same way?” If it does, ask yourself: Is the church’s job in the New Testament 

bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in the Old Testament? Back then, there was one Temple, and the minis-

try was almost exclusively located in one nation among the descendants of Abraham. In Matthew 28, Jesus 

calls us to teach and baptize all nations, and there are churches and ministries all around the world! How 

could we support this new Gospel ministry with anything less than the Israelites supported the Old Testament 

ministry? 

 

Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those in the Old Testament. We have re-

ceived the fullness of God’s revelation, the fullness of His salvation, and the fulfillment of everything that 

God promised to do. For we have received Christ, God’s own Son, in the flesh, who took upon himself our 

sins and in exchange gave us his righteousness. The Father claimed us as his own in Holy Baptism. He gath-

ers us together in the place where his name dwells to feast on the first fruits of the resurrection, the risen and 

living body and blood of His Son – our Lord Jesus. He reminds us that we are His, that all things are ours be-

cause we belong to Him. He blesses us here in time with physical and spiritual gifts.  

 

In the same way – and in response to His fatherly divine goodness and mercy – we gladly give to those who 

proclaim to us “the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness and into his marvelous light.” For once 

we were not a people, but now we are God’s people; once we had not received mercy, but now we have in-

deed (1 Peter 2:9–10).  
 

Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 
 

 

 

 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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Monthly board and organization updates 
Elders 

Lenten, Holy Week, and Easter services were able to be held in church this year. Attendance was good for the noon day 

services as well as the evening services during Lent. A 4th Easter service needed to be added as well. Confirmation was 

also held in church on Palm Sunday. Many positive comments were received for the noon day services.  

 

Altar guild is again in place with volunteers helping.  

 

Discussion was held on the possibility of removing the reservation system and putting the attendance books back in the 

pews or using a sheet for members to sign as they walk in for worship. More discussion may be held on this.  

 

The BOE is working on Elder nominations and the upcoming budget. Nomination names should hopefully be ready to 

post soon. Work continues on the budget and should be ready for presentation at the July Voters meeting. 

 

LWML 

The LWML held their plant sale on April 30. Thank you to everyone who stopped by. 

 

Stewardship 

Your Board of Stewardship thanks you for your generous contributions for our Alms for Lent.  Both entities will be 

helped.  Presently we are very busy planning for our new member reception to be held Sunday, June 13, 2021 between 

services at our parish hall.  Our agenda will include certain groups from our church telling of their roles.  There will be 

breakfast pastries.   This new member reception covers from 2017 to the present time for our growing church family.  

We have invitations to send.  In May we will begin to list the names of our new family members in both our service 

bulletins and in the Epistle.   

 

Your Board of Stewardship is very active and we would like to have you join us as we move forward.  Please contact 

the church office or Larry McGuire (larry.mcguire4@gmail.com or 618 615 1885) if you wish to become more active in 

your service to your church and to our LORD.  “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve oth-

ers, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10 

 

 

YOUR BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 

by Larry McGuire 

                I trust you are noticing some simple and succinct blurbs about stewardship in our weekly bulle-

tin.  Likewise, we are beginning to write short messages about stewardship in the Epistle. 

 

                I hope you take notice of one word in each writing.  It is the same word I use when giving my re-

ports about stewardship.  It is the same word in the title of this writing.  That word is “your.” 

 

                Why do I use the word “your”? 

 

                Because you - our members, our church family - own the Board of Stewardship.  If I say, “The 

Board of Stewardship,” it shows impartiality.  It shows non-ownership.  It hints that stewardship is up to those 

serving on the Board.  When in reality you own the Board of Stewardship.  You are a part of steward-

ship.  Indeed, you own stewardship in all its forms. 

 
V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  

 

Mark your calendars!  Vacation Bible School will be July 7-9 from 6-8:20 with our closing worship 

service on Sat. July 10 at 5 p.m.  We still need a few helpers and we need LOTS of kids!  Contact Jill 

Arbeiter at 615-5166 or the church office.  A fun time is promised as we explore the ways God’s 

great light shines in the world.   
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat May 1    5:00 p.m.  Byrce Williams 

Sun May 2   7:45 a.m.  Noah Homan 

     10:00 a.m.  Rhett Creason 

Sat May 8    5:00 p.m.  Kale Sprengel 

Sun May 9   7:45 a.m.  Macy Bert 

     10:00 a.m.  Nick Coffey 

Thur May 13 7:00 p.m.  +  Ascension Konner Schroder &  

        Natalie Guetersloh  
Sat  May 15 5:00 p.m.  Jackson Scanlan 

Sun May 16 7:45 a.m. Isac Smith  

     10:00 a.m.  Hannah Crow 

Sat May 22  5:00 p.m.  Jadyn West 

Sun May 23 7:45 a.m.  Max Blechle 

     10:00 a.m.  Reed Creason 

Sat May 29  5:00 p.m.   Evan Dunning 

Sun May 30 7:45 a.m.   Cole Johnson  

     10:00 a.m.   Natalie Guetersloh  

G r e e t e r s  

Sat May 1       5:00 p.m.     Mary Webster 

Sun May 2      7:45 a.m.     Myra Biggs 

        10:00 a.m.     Diane Kelkhoff 

Sat May 8       5:00 p.m.     Sue Abraham 

Sun May 9      7:45 a.m.     Edna Neislein  

         10:00 a.m.    Ardell Kruse 

Sat May 15      5:00 p.m.    Mardell Granger  

Sun May 16     7:45 a.m.    Linda Sympson 

         10:00 a.m.    Shirley Roth 

Sat May 22     5:00 p.m.     Vicki Search 

Sun May 23    7:45 a.m.     Janet Bargman 

         10:00 a.m.    Donna Young 

Sat May 29     5:00 p.m.     Marian Knop 

Sun May 23    7:45 a.m.     Anne Ebers 

         10:00 a.m.    Louise Liefer 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

May 1/2 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhat 

May 8/9 Lisa Meade  / Gary Kelkhoff 

May 13 Lisa Meade 

May 15/16 Larry McDonough 

May 22/23 Dennis Meade 

May 29/30 Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat May 1       5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

Sun May 2      7:45 a.m.   Ron Rathert 

        10:00 a.m.   Rick Casten 

Sat May 9       5:00 p.m.   Tim Hardy 

Sun May10     7:45 a.m.   Gary Duensing 

        10:00 a.m.    Don Stallman 

Sat May 15     5:00 p.m.   Tim Hardy  

Sun May 16    7:45 a.m.   Dennis Kontz 

         10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat May 23      5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

Sun May 24     7:45 a.m.  Ron Rathert 

         10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

Sat May 29      5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

Sun May 30    7:45 a.m.   Gary Duensing 

         10:00 a.m.  Don Stallman 

 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at 

ksgm980.com  

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

May 2 Chris Urquhart / Dave Verseman 

May 9 Tim Lochhead / Tony Young 

May 16 Dallas Redeker / Bob Platt 

May 23 Amanda Middendorf / Charlie Bargman 

May 30 Jason Coffey / Dave Verseman 

A l u m i n u m  

C a n s  

April 26– May 1 Larry McDonough 

May 3-8 Fred Fricke 

May 10-15 Brett Klindworth 

May 17-22 Larry McDonough 

May 24-29 Fred Fricke 

May 31– June 5 Brett Klindworth 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

May 4 Deb Uchtman 

May 11 Louise McAdams 

May 18 Mary Webster 

May 25 Richard Pautler 

O u r  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2020 to  4/28/2021  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $883,280.43      Beginning Balance 7/31/20                $25,000.00 

Year-to-date Expense                    $922,838.00  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($63,500.00)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($39,557.57)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $33,500.00 

       Current Balance as of   4/28/2021             $0.00  
 

Average 2021 Attendance per Week    148                      LOC Renewal Fee                                    $90.00  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

 

An_ wh_ts_ev_r y_ do, _o i_ he_rt_ly, _s t_ th_ Lo_d, a_d n_t u_to _en; _no_in_ th_t o_ th_ Lo_d y_ 

sh_ll _ec_iv_ th_ re_ar_ of _he _nh_ri_an_e: f_r y_ se_ve _he _or_ Ch_is_.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the Lord, and the other lot for the scapegoat. And 

Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the Lord's lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering. But the goat, on 

which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make an atonement with 

him, and to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness. Leviticus 16:8-10 

 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

 

The current total in the New Facility Fund is up to $574,329.14.  The money is earning interest and with the sup-

port of families who want to see this become a reality, it will continue to grow.  Be a part of the future and invest a 

little each month, each pay day, or every week. Honor a graduate, your mom, a deceased loved one, or that special 

child who you want to see attend school in a new building.  Show your appreciation to a 

teacher or for the education you received at St. John's with a gift.  If everyone pledges a 

few dollars on a routine basis, progress will continue.   








