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Martin Luther: 500 years after 1520... 
Three years after Luther posted his 95 Theses questioning many Roman Catholic (RC) practices 

Pope Leo X issued the Bull Exsurge Domine, meaning “Arise, O Lord.”  In it, Pope Leo X censured 41 of 

Luther’s propositions and gave him 60 days to recant.  Meanwhile, Wittenberg Professor and RC Priest 

Luther continued preaching, teaching, and writing.  In August, Luther wrote his Address to the German 

Nobility and in November, On the Freedom of the Christian Man.  Although the Roman Bull was 

published in June, it was not printed in Saxony until October.  All these events led to Luther’s famous 

hearing before Holy Roman Emperor Charles V in Worms the following year. 
 

Luther began his Address to the German Nobility, with a quote from Ecclesiastes 3:7, “The time of 

silence is over, and the time for speech has come.”  In it, Luther described how the established RC Church 

became indifferent to its own issues.  Luther also called himself a fool and quoted 1st Corinthians 3:18, “If 

any wishes to be wise, he must become a fool.”  Luther saw how many RC priests seemed to have a mo-

nopoly on spiritual knowledge and wisdom.  Just as many looked up to Luther, many others across Europe 

saw RC priests as the source of spiritual wisdom that they needed and on whom they depended.  Luther 

contrasted himself as a priest who was a fool in the world’s eyes, as a Doctor of Holy Scripture, who fol-

lowed God’s Word as a child does his father’s word.   
 

Luther continued his Address with a description of how the RC Church protected itself like a city 

with three walls.  These “walls” protected them from secular threats, other interpretations of God’s Word, 

and councils assembled against them.  The first wall was the assumption that the spiritual is superior to 

the secular, leading kings to believe that they could not rule the pope and fulfill their vocation as rulers 

according to Romans 13.  Luther quoted 1st Peter 2:9, “You are a royal priesthood and a realm of priests” 

to show that all Christians are equal and free to elect bishops and pastors to serve their spiritual needs.  

The second wall was the assertion that only RC priests may interpret Scripture.  Luther cited John 6:45, 

where Jesus quoted Isaiah 54:13, that all Christians shall be taught by God.  Luther later brought up Num-

bers 22:28, when Balaam’s ass spoke with more understanding than the prophet Balaam.  If God can teach 

an ass to speak, how much more will God give understanding to those who seek and ask Him?  Thus, Lu-

ther showed that it is the duty of every Christian to understand their faith and be able to defend it.  Finally, 

the third wall was the RC rule that only the pope can call or summon a council.  Luther recalled that secu-

lar rulers called councils, such as when Emperor Constantine summoned the Council of Nicaea in 325.  
  

 When Luther received Pope Leo X’s bull on October 10th, he was moved to write to Leo directly.  

To many, Luther seemed like a revolutionary who was rebelling against the established order.  However, 

Luther, as an Augustinian monk and RC priest, respected those God appointed over him.  He began On 

the Freedom of the Christian Man with an open letter to Leo “as a token of peace and good hope.”  Luther 

called Leo a Daniel in Babylon, surrounded by his curia of flatterers.  The word curia comes from ancient 

Rome and means a group of about 30 electors, which later meant counselors for the pope.  Luther saw the 

curia as the worst problem with the RC Church, protected by their three “walls.”  Luther encouraged Leo 

and each of us to be a Christian: a free lord of all as well as a dutiful servant of all.  He quotes Paul both in 

1st Corinthians 9:19, “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all,” as well as 

Romans 13:8, “Owe no one anything, except to love one another.”  This Christian faith for man, both 

body and soul, God gives through Scripture’s commands and promises, the Law and Gospel.  It is this 

faith in Christ and His love that produces good works of love for others.  It is in this faith that Luther 

burned the bull excommunicating him even as he kept faith in Christ.   
     
    Pastor Justin Massey           
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 Missing Members: would YOU be willing to seek them out? 

According to our congregational constitution, if a member’s “whereabouts are unknown and cannot be estab-

lished within a period of one (1) year” we may call off the search for them and continue serving those who are our 

known neighbors.  Please help us find our members! 

 March 2020-2021   May 2020-2021 
 John Knop    Lindsay Hammel 

 Dawn Kueker 

 Brent Anthony Lee   July 2020-2021 
 Kristel Rinne    Erin Stauffer(nee Carter) 

 Lawrence Shane Rock 

 Angie Smucker (nee Young) 

 Angela Valleroy 

 Amber Verslle 

 Robert Walker 

 Leanna Weaver 

 Miranda Weinken 

      
      

   Missing Members: One year notice of Self-Exclusion 

The following members have been listed in this Epistle every two months for one year and their whereabouts 

continue to be unknown.  Our Elders/Lay Ministers will discuss their membership at their November meeting and will 

forward their recommendation for our congregation’s November voters meeting. 

 November 2019-2020 
Hunter Downey 

Krista Downey 

Debra Ebers 

Ben Russell 

Crystal Weaver & Austin 

  

As we continue to seek out our members, our concern for their spiritual life leads us to point out local LC-MS 

congregations where they may find the holy Christian church, communion of saints, and the forgiveness of sins.  We 

encourage them to attend regularly wherever they are able.  The life we have in Christ is an amazing and yet fragile 

gift that is tempting to take for granted. 

 

Although members move away and may intend on returning to live or to be buried, our love flows from Christ, 

who is the Vine as we are His branches.  Apart from Christ, the Vine, we can do nothing.  (John 15:1-17)  Christ en-

trusted His gifts to the church, which is why attending worship is the most important aspect of membership.  Some 

who are able bodied and still working are under the impression that being a member on the rolls is enough, that there 

are too many other things to worry about than going to church.  Work may limit how often one may attend, but there 

are still Wednesday night services and other options for gathering to worship your Lord.  This is why we follow our 

constitution and bring up those members who do not attend for consideration by our voters’ assembly.  As members of 

the body of Christ, the voters decide either to release those who have forsaken the assembly of the saints (Hebrews 

10:25) or to speak up for those we still pursue and call back in repentance and faith. 
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   It is just around the corner... 
 

St. John Lutheran Church  

Thanksgiving, Advent, & Christmas Season Worship 

Service Schedule 
 

Thanksgiving— 

Thursday November 26 *8:00am & 10:00am     

Advent Midweek Services— 

Midweek Services December 2
nd

, 9
th

, & 16
th

 7:00pm  

Additional service added at *6:00pm, if needed. 

Christmas Services— 

Christmas Eve Readings & Carols— 

December 24
th

 5:00pm  

& *6:30pm (if needed) 

Christmas Eve Candlelight— 

December 24
th

 *8:00pm & 11:00pm    

Christmas Day Divine Service with Holy Communion — 

December 25
th

 *8:00am & 10:00am    

Christmas Weekend Services— 

Saturday December 26
th

 only one Divine Service at 5:00pm. 

Regular Sunday schedule applies: 7:45am & 10:00am 

New Years Day—Circumcision and Naming of Jesus    

January 1st Divine Service with Holy Communion 10:00am  

*—These and other services may be conducted without  

      organ/piano accompaniment.  

 

 

Please keep this page. There will be no postcard mailed out this year. 
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New opportunities for Bible Study  

& Music Beginning November 4! 
 

Handbell Workshop 

There will be a Handbell Workshop on Wednesday, November 4 from 6:00-6:50 in the church. We will 

discuss and try out handbell techniques such as “shelly ringing”, “4-in-hand ringing,” the use of mallets, 

and more. We will also look at some arrangements for smaller handbell ensembles that may be utilized as 

offertories or during communion. We will also discuss scheduling (including at least one service other than 

a Sunday morning 10:00 am service). All skill levels are welcome, from those who have never played a note 

to the experienced ringer. 
 

Cantor Workshop 

Are you missing choir or wanting to help lead singing in worship? Maybe just wanting to learn more about 

Psalm singing or wanting to sing a solo or in a small ensemble? If you answered yes to any of the previous 

questions, then come to the Cantor Workshop on Wednesday, November 4 from 5:00-5:40 in the 

church. We will cover Psalm Singing, solo/unison choir hymn stanzas, and some options for solos during 

communion. We will also discuss when we will start having cantors at services (not limited to Sunday at 

10:00 am or Wednesday Advent Services). All skill levels welcome.  
 

Adult Bible Study 

We will be having adult Bible studies in the Church Sanctuary on Wednesday evenings from 7:00-7:50 

beginning Wednesday, November 4.  We will be offering both a New Member Bible Study and a thematic 

Bible study.  This will continue until we have our Advent services and will resume after the Epiphany cele-

bration. Join us!  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

From Southern Illinois District Office of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

October was Pastor Appreciation Month. The last year has been an extremely stressful one, including for pastors. 

Many congregations moved to hosting worship services online in March when Covid restrictions were put in place. 

While most congregations have resumed some in person worship, many also are continuing to maintain an online op-

tion as well. Online worship poses a challenge to pastoral care. While it may seem trivial, actually seeing members in 

church and greeting them before or after the service is a significant component of pastoral care. When your pastor 

physically sees you, he can also sense how you are doing, both in physical and spiritual health. When pastors are not 

able to see their parishioners, they have a more difficult time determining what spiritual care needs you have. Here is a 

suggestion for Pastor Appreciation Month. If you have not been in worship in person for several months, perhaps be-

cause of health concerns or doctors’ instructions, and have been joining in worship radio broadcasts instead of in per-

son, think about a couple options. First, consider returning to in person worship. (Online worship is a poor substitute 

for face-to-face Christian fellowship, and is, at best, a short-term measure during times of pandemic.) If being together 

in person is not possible, then please consider contacting your pastor to let him know how you are doing. Let your pas-

tor know if you are using radio or online resources from your congregation during this challenging time. Let your pas-

tor know the joys and frustrations you have faced. Your pastor really wants to provide Gospel-centered pastoral care 

for you. He desires to share God’s gifts with you. In order to help him in that care, contact your pastor. During this 

“Pastor Appreciation Month,” help your pastor care for you. Let him know how you are doing. He will appreciate 

hearing from you! 

 

SID/LCMS 
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What Does Salvation Have to do with Yeast? 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

The passage I’ve been studying lately is in Paul’s letter to the church he planted in Philippi.  

“Therefore my dear friends, as you have always obeyed – not only in my pres-

ence, but now much more in my absence – continue to work out your salvation 

with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act accord-

ing to his good purpose.” (Philippians 2:12-13) 

 

At first glance it seems to say we work for our salvation by obeying the commands Paul gave them; 

but we know from additional scripture passages that salvation is a free gift which cannot be earned by 

good works. Consider Ephesians 2:8-10: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – 

and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.  

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 

advance for us to do.” 

 

By taking a look at the two passages together, we can see that salvation IS a FREE gift.  It is God’s 

work for us.  That gift, salvation, is meant to permeate throughout every aspect of our lives, behavior 

and thoughts so that our will and actions comply with God’s good purposes.  

 

What does “work out your salvation” mean?  I’m reminded of a parable Jesus taught.  “The King-

dom of Heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour un-

til it worked all through the dough.”  (Matthew 13:33, Luke 13:20 NIV)  Does it strike you as un-

usual that Jesus specifically mentions the amount of flour?  He says, “about sixty pounds.”  I thought 

about the 5-pound bag of flour I buy at the grocery store.  This woman would have bought 12 bags for 

this one batch of dough!  I helped my aunt make bread a few times.  It takes a lot of arm strength and 

time kneading the dough to make light, fluffy bread.  Sixty pounds!  This woman’s arms would have been 

trembling, but she didn’t stop until the yeast was mixed all through the dough.  This parable seems to fit 

well with “continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.”  God’s salvation gift, our 

citizenship in the Kingdom of Heaven, is not supposed to be set aside until later.  Like the yeast in 

dough, it is to affect every aspect of our lives here, now, and continue until our death or Jesus’ return. 

 

When I say salvation should affect our lives, what does that look like?  It means honoring Jesus our 

Lord and Savior by maintaining loyalty and love and respect for our spouses.  It means no sexual rela-

tionships outside of marriage.  It means looking after our aging parents.  It means praying, reading 

God’s word, and supporting his church.  It means doing our best at our jobs.  It means not spending 

more than we make.  It means being gracious and kind, patient and forgiving—to everyone.  It means 

obeying Jesus, loving each other, and doing the things God instructs Christians to do.   

 

After reflecting on the meaning of “work out your salvation,” I am even more thankful that salva-

tion is a totally free gift completely paid-in-full by Jesus!  I am thankful that each time I fail, I am only a 

repentant prayer away from forgiveness, being washed completely clean once again!  I am thankful that 

God never gives up on his children, but continues to work in us “to will and to act according to his 

good purpose.”   

 

You may have noticed something else.  There is a wonderful relationship involved as we “work out” 

our salvation.  It is God who works in us to will and to act according to his good purpose!  Here is yet an-

other dimension of his grace.  He does not leave us on our own.  He works within us, both in our will and 

in our actions, to accomplish the good he wants us to do!  I praise our God for his grace in all of its 

forms.  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation! 

 

       A thankful heir of the Kingdom of God by grace, 

       Myrna Campbell  
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

         

Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the shedding of His Son’s blood, His death for our sins, and His resurrection for 

our justification, God the Father has received us back into His family. By water – combined with His Word, promise, and Name – the 

Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us. We belong to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in Him. And, being in 

Him, all things are ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly blessed. 

 

Our true treasure is that we belong to the most Holy Trinity, and everything that is His – righteousness, peace, eternal life – also be-

longs also to us. Even our temporal treasures are gifts from His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. 

 

We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as good stewards of His varied grace, we manage them in such a way that they may be 

returned to Him. We bring them to Him, hallowed through prayers of thanksgiving and God’s holy Word, as a sacrifice.  

 

Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from God, are also sacrifices to Him. We eat to nourish our bodies. We share with our family, 

neighbors, fellow Christians, the poor, and even our enemies as holy things given by the holy God. His temporal gifts are blessings to 

and for us, and they bring blessings upon us even as they are pressed into His service for His kingdom. 

 

Thus, we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails to remember us. He pours out the fullness of His promises upon 

us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, and will continue to do. We give thanks by not taking for ourselves, but, giving 

to all even as our heavenly Father has given to us. 

 

As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks continually for all that we are and all that we have be-

cause of God’s providential care. And may we be all the more diligent in bringing everything that we have received from God to 

Him, so that He may bless it and employ it for the good of all – even for us. For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will 

have an abundance. 

  

Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

Four Opportunities for you to Worship!   
Join us for the Divine Service Saturdays 5:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.,  Sundays 7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.  We will gather 

using COVID-19 precautions.  Attendance will be limited to 50 people per service.  Call the church office to reserve a 

seat for the service you plan to attend.  Those who attend must wear a mask while entering and exiting the sanctuary.   

 

Those experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 or quarantined due to exposure, are asked to remain at home and listen to 

the radio/internet broadcast of the Sunday 10:00 a.m. service on AM 980 KSGM (internet KSGM980.com).  Those con-

sidered “high risk” for COVID-19, are encouraged to do the same. For those encouraged to stay home, or who are not 

yet ready to attend such gatherings, private Communion is available  by appointment on Sundays 12:00pm-1:40pm and 

Wednesdays 10:00am-12:00pm & 4:00-6:00pm. We are glad to serve you. 

If you have any questions or would like to reserve your seat for a worship service, please contact the church office at                                                     

(618)826-3545.  

O u r  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2020 to  10/28/2020  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $273,967.00      Beginning Balance 7/31/20              $25,000.00 

Year-to-date Expense                    $299,850.24  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($24,900.00)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($25,883.24)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $24,900.00 

       Current Balance as of   8/24/2020    $25,000.00  
 

Average 2020 Attendance per Week   176                      LOC Renewal Fee                                      $0.00  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Lutheran Witness 2021 
The 2021 renewal rate for the Lutheran Witness subscription will be $18.00. If you would like to renew or start to 
receive the Lutheran Witness, please bring your money to the Church Office by November 13. 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat  Oct 31 6 5:00 p.m. + Kale Sprengel & Konner Schroder 

Sun Nov 1     7:45 a.m. + Cole Johnson & Max Blechle 

       10:00 a.m. + Alex Williamson & Isaac Sims 

Sat Nov 7      5:00 p.m.  Bryce Williams 

        6:30 p.m.   Avery Hasemeyer 

Sun Nov 8     7:45 a.m.  Isac Smith 

       10:00 a.m.  Rhett Creason 

Sat Nov 14    5:00 p.m.  Avori Frazer 

                      6:30 p.m.  Trey McCartney 

Sun Nov 15   7:45 a.m.  Max Blechle 

       10:00 a.m.  Hannah Crow 

Sat Nov 21    5:00 p.m.  Jaden West 

                      6:30 p.m.  Avery Hasemeyer 

Sun Nov 22   7:45 a.m.  Cole Johnson 

       10:00 a.m.  Reed Creason 

Thanksgiving Nov 26 8:00 a.m. Max Blechle 

                    10:00 a.m.  Addison Coffey 

Sat Nov 28    5:00 p.m.  Jackson Scanlan 

         6:30 p.m.  Avery Hasemeyer 

Sun Nov 29   7:45 a.m.  Isac Smith 

       10:00 a.m.  Addison Coffey 

 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat Oct 31     5:00 p.m.    Mary Webster 

Sun Nov 1     7:45 a.m.    Darlene Gentsch 

      10:00 a.m.      

Sat Nov 7      5:00 p.m.    Marlene Seymour 

Sun Nov 8      7:45 a.m.   Myra Biggs 

       10:00 a.m.    Myrna Campbell 

Sat Nov 14     5:00 p.m.   Sue Abraham 

Sun Nov 15    7:45 a.m.    Edna Neislein 

       10:00 a.m.    Diane Kelkhoff 

Sat Nov 21     5:00 p.m.    Mardell Granger 

Sun Nov 22    7:45 a.m.    Linda Sympson 

       10:00 a.m.    Ardell Kruse 

Sat Nov 28     5:00 p.m.   Vicki Search 

Sun Nov 29    7:45 a.m.    Janet Bargman  

       10:00 a.m.     Shirley Roth 
  

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

Nov  7/8 Dennis Mott 

Nov 14/15 Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

Nov 21/22 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

Nov 26 Thanksgiving  Lisa Meade 

Nov 28/29 Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat Nov 7       5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

         6:30 p.m.   Don Stallman 

Sun Nov 8     7:45 a.m.    Dennis Kontz          

       10:00 a.m.   Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat Nov 14    5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

               6:30 p.m.    Don Stallman 

Sun Nov 15    7:45 a.m.    Ron Rathert 

        10:00 a.m.    Rick Casten  

Sat Nov 21     5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

              6:30 p.m.     Don Stallman 

Sun Nov 22    7:45 a.m.    Gary Duensing 

        10:00 a.m.    Don Stallman 

Thur Nov 26   8:00 a.m. 

        10:00 a.m.    Gary Duensing 

Sat Nov 28     5:00 p.m.     Tim Hardy 

               6:30 p.m.    Don Stallman 

Sun Nov 29    7:45 a.m.     Dennis Kontz 

        10:00 a.m.    Gary Eggemeyer 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at 

ksgm980.com  
 

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

Nov 1 Dallas Redeker / Dave Verseman 

Nov 8 Amanda Middedorf / Tony Young 

Nov 15 Mardell Granger / Bob Platt 

Nov 22 Chris Urquhart / Charlie Bargman 

Nov 26 Thanksgiving                      /  Chris Urquhart 

Nov 29 Chris Colvis / Dave Verseman 

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

 

Nov 2-7 Larry McDonough 

Nov 9-14 Mike Welge 

Nov 16-21 Fred Fricke 

Nov 23-28 Steve Stallman 

Nov 30-Dec 5 Brett Klindworth 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

Nov 3  Deb Uchtman 

Nov 10 Louise McAdams  

Nov 17 Mary Webster 

Nov 24 Richard Pautler 

mailto:krovey@sjshornets.com


  

 

Please join us this  
Thanksgiving, Thursday, 
November 26 8:00am & 
10:00am. Please call the 

church office 618-826-3545 
to make 

 reservations.    
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                                                                                                         Car. R. T. Presort 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

For I _m per_uade_, that _eith_r dea_h, nor _ife, n_r ang_ls, no_ prin_ipal_ties, _or po_ers, n_r thi_gs 

pr_sent, _or th_ngs t_ come, _or he_ght, n_r dep_h, nor _ny ot_er cr_atur_, shal_ be ab_e to s_para_e us 

f_om th_ love _f God, _hich _s in C_rist _esus _ur Lo_d.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that 

is with him: for there be more with us than with him: With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord 

our God to help us, and to fight our battles. And the people rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah 

king of Judah. II Chronicles 32:7-8 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

We are thankful this Thanksgiving season for all the donations we have received. One way you can show your 

thankfulness to God during this Thanksgiving season is with a donation to the New Facility Fund.  Many people 

share the dream of a new school for our children as evidenced by the growing of this account.  The 

latest total is $572,487.11.  Be a part of the future.  

Watch the bulletin and Facebook page for Sunday School 

news! 


