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S T .  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Epistle 
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St. John Lutheran Mission Trip to the Caribbean in 2020 

By Pastor Justin Massey 

First of all, a review of past mission trips is in order for some context into what members of St. John 

Lutheran Church (SJLC) have already experienced.  The first trip to Haiti in 1999 was an eye-opening event 

for most of those who went.  The poor living conditions, voodoo influence, and heightened crime gave per-

spective to all those who visited Haiti.  The history of Haiti includes Spanish rule, pirates, French rule, Afri-

can slaves, the Haitian Revolution, massacres, invasion of Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic), interna-

tional recognition, and political instability.  Haiti has become religiously polarized into a Roman Catholic 

and Voodoo dichotomy.  Those who visited were amazed at the familiarity with demons and Voodoo priest-

esses just as much as with prayer and God’s saints.  They took the opportunity to repair a water pump, con-

struct some benches, and paint Bible stories on the walls of a school.  There were some intimate moments 

with children and with prayers spoken together on Prayer Mountain north of Gonaives.   

The trip to Guatemala in 2007 was different in a few ways.  On this trip, there were about as many 

students from Christ Our Savior Lutheran High School (COSLHS) as there were adults.  Antigua, Guate-

mala has an established Lutheran school which the group worked together to sketch drawings of Bible Sto-

ries and paint them.  They visited Mayan settlements and some even hiked up the active volcano Volcán de 

Agua.  The COSLHS students interacted with the Guatemalan students while there and they even wor-

shipped and took communion together since the LCMS has altar and pulpit fellowship with the Guatemala 

Lutheran Church. 

Those who let the United States for the first time to go to Haiti in 1999 and Guatemala in 2007 have 

returned with unforgettable experiences that changed their lives.  Their perspective on U.S. life grew as they 

saw what life was like in Central America and the Caribbean.  Now that the LCMS has established the head-

quarters for all Latin American Missions in the Dominican Republic (the DR), training new missionaries is 

constant.  The Latin American Lutheran Seminary, Concordia, El Reformador, established in 2017, offers 

pre-seminary courses to prepare its students for future studies for ordination as pastors.   

Some of the considerations about going on a mission trip to the DR next year include a possible joint 

trip between SJLC and COSLHS.  Their principal, Mr. Foster, was considering a trip to Puerto Rico, but 

upon hearing of this opportunity, he may find support to join SJLC in this mission trip.  The time period 

may be in early or late spring due to summer heat and hurricane season in the autumn.  There is some inter-

est from a couple of our confirmands and the LWML has already started raising funds to help those with fi-

nancial needs.  As we continue to make plans, please consider what God is doing through our missionaries 

and how He calls many more for support of His mission. 

 

 

Voters 'Assembly May 19 at 11:00 a.m. 

We will be voting on a call for a teaching position and for a Parish Music Director. 
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

Stewardship is not just about giving money to the church. It includes this, to be sure, but it is not limited to it. Stewardship in-

volves our whole life – everything we have and everything we are. 

 Let us not, though, fall into the trap of thinking that because we give of ourselves in one area we can neglect giving in 

another. Stewardship is not stealing from Peter to pay Paul. It is not a game we play whereby we justify ourselves in not giving 

a tenth of our income because we have given in some other way. This is why our Lord warns: 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weight-

ier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the oth-

ers.” (Matthew 23:23) 

We are given to do both – tithe of ourselves and what we have. And so it is that St. Paul makes his appeal to us:  

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and ac-

ceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the re-

newal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and per-

fect.” (Romans 12:1-2) 

We are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God. We are not to have the mind of the world, where we exchange equal 

weight of this for an equal weight of that, and then think that we have done what God has required.  

 Our whole life is given over for service in and for the Church of God. This is to be done in thanksgiving for what God 

in Christ has accomplished for us. This is our spiritual worship, the reasonable response to what He has done for us – not one 

for the other, but all in all.  

 But what does this look like? St. Paul never lays down a general principle without also giving us some practical appli-

cation of what shape that principle is to take concretely. He gives the general principle that our bodies are to be living sacri-

fices to God, and, after admonishing those who have been given particular gifts of grace to serve the church, St. Paul then 

speaks generally of what is expected of all. He says:  

“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo 

one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be pa-

tient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.” (Romans 

12:9-13) 

This is what it looks like to present your bodies as living sacrifices. This is how we live out the grace of God here in time. 

 Let us then heed the apostle’s teaching. Let us present our bodies – everything that we have and everything that we are 

– as living sacrifices to God, our reasonable response to what God in Christ Jesus accomplished for us by His death and resur-

rection.  

Through this we have forgiveness of sins, a new life in Christ, and eternal salvation. And through this worship, the grace of 

God is made manifest in His saints – for the church and the world.   

Stewardship is not just about giving money to the church. It includes this, to be sure, but it is not limited to it. Stewardship in-

volves our whole life – everything we have and everything we are. 

 Let us not, though, fall into the trap of thinking that because we give of ourselves in one area we can neglect giving in 

another. Stewardship is not stealing from Peter to pay Paul. It is not a game we play whereby we justify ourselves in not giving 

a tenth of our income because we have given in some other way. This is why our Lord warns: 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weight-

ier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the oth-

ers.” (Matthew 23:23) 

We are given to do both – tithe of ourselves and what we have. And so it is that St. Paul makes his appeal to us:  

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and ac-

ceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the re-

newal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and per-

fect.” (Romans 12:1-2) 

We are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God. We are not to have the mind of the world, where we exchange equal 

weight of this for an equal weight of that, and then think that we have done what God has required.  

 Our whole life is given over for service in and for the Church of God. This is to be done in thanksgiving for what God 

in Christ has accomplished for us. This is our spiritual worship, the reasonable response to what He has done for us – not one 

for the other, but all in all.  

 But what does this look like? St. Paul never lays down a general principle without also giving us some practical appli-

cation of what shape that principle is to take concretely. He gives the general principle that our bodies are to be living sacri-

fices to God, and, after admonishing those who have been given particular gifts of grace to serve the church, St. Paul then 

speaks generally of what is expected of all. He says:  

“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo 

one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be pa-

tient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.” (Romans 

12:9-13) 

This is what it looks like to present your bodies as living sacrifices. This is how we live out the grace of God here in time.  

 Let us then heed the apostle’s teaching. Let us present our bodies – everything that we have and everything that we are 

– as living sacrifices to God, our reasonable response to what God in Christ Jesus accomplished for us by His death and resur-

rection.  

Through this we have forgiveness of sins, a new life in Christ, and eternal salvation. And through this worship, the grace of 

God is made manifest in His saints – for the church and the world.   
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat  May 4 5:00 p.m. Jordan Buskohl 

Sun May 5 7:45 a.m. Reed Creason 

     10:00 a.m.  Nicholas Collins 

Sat  May 11 5:00 p.m. Jesse Heath 

Sun May 12 7:45 a.m. Cole Johnson 

     10:00 a.m. Evan Dunning 

Sat  May 18 5:00 p.m. Camryn Luthy 

Sun May 19 7:45 a.m.  Noah Homan 

     10:00 a.m.  Lucas Thompson 

Sat May 25  5:00 p.m. Clayton Kothe 

Sun May 26 7:45 a.m. Aden Runge 

     10:00 a.m.  Landon Hornbostel 

Thur May 30 7:00 p.m.  +Ascension Joshua Sims & Isaac Sims 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat May 4      5:00 p.m.   Sue Abraham  

Sun May 5     7:45 a.m.   Barb McCormick 

       10:00 a.m.   Nancy Urquhart 

Sat May 11    5:00 p.m.   Tammy Crawford 

Sun May 12   7:45 a.m.   Gennine Westerman 

       10:00 a.m.   Marilyn Runge 

Sat May 18    5:00 p.m.   Mary Webster  

Sun May 19   7:45 a.m.   Myra Biggs 

       10:00 a.m.   June James 

Sat  May 25   5:00 p.m.  Marlene Seymour 

Sun May 26   7:45 a.m.  Mary Alice Welge 

       10:00 a.m.  Diane Kelkhoff 

 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

May 4/5 Larry McDonough 

May 11/12 Dennis Mott  

May 18/19 Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

May 25/26 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

May 30 Ron Cushman 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat May 4    5:00 p.m. Volunteer 

Sun May 5   7:45 a.m. Gary Duensing 

     10:00 a.m.  Don Stallman 

Sat May 11    5:00 p.m. Volunteer 

Sun May 12 7:45 a.m. Dennis Kontz  

     10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat May 18  5:00 p.m. Volunteer 

Sun May 19 7:45 a.m. Ron Rathert 

     10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

Sat  May 25 5:00 p.m. Volunteer 

Sun May 26 7:45 a.m. Gary Duensing 

     10:00 a.m.  Don Stallman 

Thur May 30 7:00 p.m. Don Stallman 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m.,  Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM  

online at ksgm980.com  

A l t a r  G u i l d  

May 4 & 18 Tammy Crawford 

May 5 & 19 Myra Biggs, Lori Holcomb 

May 12 & 26 Sandy Colvis, Carolyn Colvis, Steve & Donna Young  

R a d i o  A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

May 5 Mardell Granger / Tony Young 

May 12 Chris Urquhart / Charlie Bargman 

May 19 Chris Colvis / Lynn Rickenberg 

May 26 Mike Welge / Bob Platt 

A l u m i n u m  

C a n s  

May 6-11 Larry McDonough 

May 13-18 Fred Fricke 

May 20-Brett Klindworth 

May 27-June 1 Mike Welge 

N o m i n e e s  f o r  C h u r c h   o f f i c e s   a n d  B o a r d s  

Chairman  Don Stallman                     Elders (5)                       Trustee (3) 

Vice Chairman  David Rowold            Mike Coffey                   Randy Kaempfe 

Secretary  Donna Young                       Kevin Weber                   

Treasurer  Gary Eggemeyer                 Ron Hillerman  

                                                               Charlie Bargaman II      Board of Education 

 Stewardship                                        Greg Rowold                 Laurie Irose 

  Jill Arbeiter                                         Dwayne Schwarz           Rhonda Dunning 

 Sharon Congleton                                Chris Colvis                   Polly Bert  

                                                                                                     Morgan Bendorf    
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O u r  2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2018 to   4/29/2019  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $ 826,137.60       Beginning Balance 7/31/18                $104,076.27 

Year-to-date Expense                    $  853,142.98    Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($)450,142.98  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($)-27,005.38  Borrowed year-to-date                       $ 439,000.00 

       LOC Renewal Fee                                      $80.00  
  

Average 2019 Attendance per Week 226                     Current Balance as of   4/29/19             $ 93,013.29 

 

6th  Annual LWML Flower Sale St. John Lutheran School front lawn (across from Hardees) 

Friday May 3,2019 8;00 a.m. till Sold Out.  In case of rain held in Parish Hall. Hanging  

Baskets, 4 & 5 inch Pots, Bedding Plants, 12 inch Planters, Variety of Tomato, cabbage,  & 

pepper Plants 

R u m m a g e  S a l e  &  B a k e  S a l e  

 

The church’s annual rummage sale will be held on Friday May 31, from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and on Satur-

day June 1 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Items for the rummage sale may be brought to the Parish Hall on May 

28, 29., and 30th from 8:00 a.m. to 500 p.m.. 

We are baking coffeecakes and also need donations of baked goods.  Help us by bringing any type of baked 

items on Friday May 31, by 11:00a.m. to the Parish Hall.  A lot of help is needed all week setting up for the 

sale, pricing items, and also bagging up everything after the sale. 

We will have lunch together Tuesday thru Friday for the worker.  Bring something to share.  We need extra 

help on Saturday June, 1st at 1:00 p.m.  We need men and women to help bang up everything left after the 

sale.  More hands will help the ones that have been working all week.  Any questions Call Shirley Roth 826-

3366, or Edna Neislein 826-3367 

 
R e c y c l i n g   

Thanks to the congregation for donating 1582 lbs. of aluminum for a total earnings of $695.36, and 

a big thanks to Kenny Hecht, Mike Welge, Fred Fricke, and Larry McDonough for taking the cans for 

recycling. 

 
S u n d a y  S c h o o l  

 Our Sunday School year will end in a few weeks.  Our attendance has been a little higher 

than last year, but we are still missing a lot of our friends.   

 On May 5 we will honor those students and volunteers who have birthdays in May, June, 

& July. Those with birthdays during those months are asked to bring the same number of coins 

as years of their ages.  Our offerings will be sent to Lutheran World Relief to purchase farm 

animals, vegetable seeds, school and medical supplies, according to how much we have col-

lected.  So far, we are nearing $200.  The students will be voting on what we should purchase. 

 Our last time together this term will be May 19.  Plans are underway for a picnic in early 

September.  Those students who attended at least half the Sundays this year will receive spe-

cial gifts.  Watch the church bulletins and Facebook page for details this summer. 
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Return Service Requested 

                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

Le_ br_th_rl_ lo_e c_nt_nu_. Be _ot _or_et_ul _o e_te_ta_n s_ra_ge_s: f_r t_er_by _om_ ha_e e_te_ta_ne_ an_el_ 

un_wa_es.  

 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and 

for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 

merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he 

had, and bought it. Matthew 13:44-46  

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

Thank you to everyone who recently contributed to the New Facility Fund.  The current total is $562,182.00 with faith-

ful donations, St. John Lutheran School will continue to graduate future honor students, competitive athletes, student 

council officers, successful businessmen and women, qualified military leaders, and honest workers-all rooted with 

Christian principles.  

C A P P E R S   

NO CAPPERS IN MAY, but there will be refreshment after Choir Festival /Art show on May 9th. 


